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INTRODUCTION

The years of 1996 and 1997 have been a period
of growth and development for the Patent Office of
Latvia. The professional qualifications of the Patent
Office's staff have improved during this period. The
prestige of the Patent Office among patent and
trademark applicants, as well as its international
authority has increased considerably.

In March 1997 we looked back to the first five
years since the re-establishment of the Patent
Office and the beginning of implementation of
Latvia's National system for legal protection of
industrial protection. | would like to express my grat-
itude to the Patent Office's staff who have in this
short time achieved results that have gained
acknowledgement of highly professional and rich in
traditions patent offices. This -is attested by the
standpoints that during the seminar which was held
in Riga on the occasion of the Patent Office's five
years anniversary were expressed by Dr. Arpad
Bogsch, who was Director General of the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) at the time,
Mr. Curt Edfjall, Vice president of the European
Patent Office, Mr. Norbert Haugg, president of the
German Patent Office, Mr. Otmar Rafeiner,
President of the Austrian Patent Office, Mr. Carl
Anders lfvarsson, Director General of the Swedish
Patent Office and heads of other Patent Offices.

We are aware that these are just-the first steps
of this great job but we can be satisfied that our
work is "on the right road" and the foundation that
has been laid will allow us to continue the con-
struction of the "national building" of the system for
industrial property protection. We believe that this
"building" will be seen in the next few years as one
of the corner stones of Latvia's national economy
and its dynamic development.

But very much still remains to be done. Our
tasks have been summarized in the Patent Office's
Strategic plan for the period of 1997-2000. It con-
sists of the following chapters:

e Patent Office's personnel —

Maximum increase of the personnel — 9 specialists;
e Forecast of the application filing and examination
dynamics —

A stable number of filings is planned annually (up to
400 patent applications and 3000 trademark regis-
tration applications);

e Drafting of laws pertaining to industrial-property
protection* —

The number of existing laws will be supplemented
by the Law "On Protection of Topographies of
Integrated Circuits", "On Protection of Utility
Models", etc.;

* Draft laws, normative acts and methodological materials are in full com-

pliance with the requirements of European Union and World Trade
Organization, as well as World Intellectual Property Organization and
European Patent Organization.

IEVADS

Augot un pilnveidojoties Patentu valde
pavadijusi 1996. un 1997. gadu. Augusi
darbinieku profesionalitate, Patentu valdes
prestizs patentu un pre¢u zimju pieteicéju vidu,
ka ari tas starptautiska autoritate.

1997. gada marta atskatijamies uz paveikto
pirmajos piecos gados kops Patentu valdes
atjauno8anas un Latvijas nacionalas rupnieciska
ipasuma aizsardzibas sistémas veidoSanas saku-
ma. Jaizsaka visdzilaka pateiciba Patentu valdes
darbiniekiem, kuri tik 1sa laika perioda panakusi
rezultatu, kas ieguvis augsti profesionalo un
tradicijam bagato patentu iestazu atzinibu. Par to
liecina viedok|i, kurus Patentu valdes piecu gadu
darbam veltitaja sanaksmé Riga izteicis Pasaules
intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas toreizéjais
generaldirektors Dr. Arpads Bogss (Arpad
Bogsch), Eiropas Patentu iestades viceprezidents
Kurts Edfjells (Curt Edfjall), Vacijas Patentu
iestades prezidents Norberts Haugs (Norbert
Haugg), Austrijas Patentu iestades prezidents
Otmars Rafeiners (Otmar Rafeiner), Zviedrijas
Patentu iestades generaldirektors Karls Anderss
Ifvarsons (Carl Anders Ifvarsson) un citu patentu
iestazu vaditaji.

Més |oti labi saprotam, ka Saja lielaja darba
sperti tikai pirmie soli, bet varam but gandariti,
ka misu darbs ir uz pareizéd cela un izveidotais
pamats |auj droSi celt rlpnieciska ipasuma
aizsardzibas sistémas "nacionalo celtni" talak.
Més ticam, ka 81 "celtne" jau tuvakajos gados
tiks saprasta ka viens no Latvijas nacionalas
ekonomikas un tas dinamiskas izaugsmes
sturakmeniem.

Bet javeic vél ir |oti, loti daudz. Veicamo esam
apkopojusi Patentu valdes attistibas stratégiska-
ja plana laika posmam no 1997. lidz 2000.
gadam. Taja paredzétas sekojoSas sadalas:

e Patentu valdes personals —

maksimalais personala pieaugums - 9 spe-
cialisti;

e pieteikumu iesniegSanas un izskatiSanas
dinamikas prognoze —

paredzéts pietiekami stabils ikgad€éjs pieteikumu
skaits (lidz 400 patentu un 3000 pre€u zimju
registracijas pieteikumu);

e |ikumprojektu sagatavoSana rupnieciska
ipasuma aizsardzibas joma* —

likumu klasts papildinasies ar Likumu par pus-
vaditaju izstradajumu topografiju aizsardzibu, Par
derigo mode|u aizsardzibu u.c.;

e Patentu valdes normativo aktu un
metodologisko materialu sagatavo3ana —

* Likumprojekti, normativie un metodologiskie materiali pilniba atbilst
Eiropas Savienlbas un Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacijas, ka ari
Pasaules intelektuald ipaSuma organizacijas un Eiropas Patentu orga-
nizacijas prasibam.




stasies spéka Noteikumi par patentu un precu
zimju re@istracijas pieteikumu izskatiSanas
kartibu, tiks izstradati tipveida ligumi patentu un
precu zimju licencéSanai u.c.;

e Latvijas Republika ka starptautisko konvenciju
(noligumu) dalibvalsts rdpnieciska ipasSuma
aizsardzibas joma —

paredzéts pievienoties Protokolam pie Madrides
Noliguma par preéu zimju starptautisko registra-
ciju un ratificét Ligumu par preCu zimém;

e patentu un preCu zimju dokumentacijas
automatizéta apstrade —

turpinasies darbs pie Common Software jaunas
versijas izstrades un pielietoSanas;

e Patentu valdes izdevéjdarbiba -

ikméneSa oficiala véstnesa "Patenti un precu
zimes", ka arl metodologisko un informativo
materialu izdoSana; ’

e darbinieku profesionalas kvalifikacijas pa-
augstindsana —

macibas Eiropas Patentu un Pasaules intelek-
tuala ipasSuma organizacijas programmu, ka ari
divpuséju atseviSku valstu patentu iestazu
apmacibas programmu ietvaros;

e nozaru specialistu apmaciba rupnieciska
ipaSuma aizsardzibas joma —

paredzéta tiesneSu apmaciba &rvalstis, ka ari
seminari plasam specialistu lokam Riga un citas
pilsétas;

e jzstades rlipnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas
joma un izgudrojumu (novitasu) izstades -
paredzéta piedali3anas atseviSkas specializeta-
jas, ka ari Latvijas Tirdzniecibas un ripniecibas
kameras un Latvijas Attistibas agentlras orga-
nizétajas izstadeés;

e sabiedriskas aktivitates —

aktiva lidzdaliba Ripnieciskd ipaSuma starp-
tautiskaja asociacija, Nacionalas izgudrotaju aso-
ciacijas un Nacionala inovacijas fonda
izveidoSana u.c.

Saja materiala informacija par katru no 11
darba virzieniem koncentréta viena teikuma, kaut
gan, saprotams, darbs aptver plasu jautajumu
spektru, ka ari prasa profesionalitati un gribu
stradat.

Parskata perioda paveiktais ir lieciba tam, ka
§is ipaSibas piemit Patentu valdes darbiniekiem.
leceres un uzdevumi 1996./1997. gada pamata
ir izpilditi. Ar analitisku informaciju par padarito
8aja laika posma Jums dota iespéja iepazities
izdevuma taldkajas nodalas. Tomér atlauSos
akcentét atseviSkus momentus.

Pirmkart. Pozitivi, ka Sajos gados jutami
pieaudzis nacionalo pieteikumu skaits, kas vien-
nozimigi apstiprina to, ka nostiprinds un attistas
nacionala ekonomika.

Otrkart. Péc iespéjas atrak attiecigajas
instancés jaapstiprina jau 1996. gada vidu

* Preparing of Patent Office's normative acts and
methodological materials -

Regulations on the Procedure of Filing and
Examination of Patent and Trademark Registration
Applications will enter into force, model contracts
on patent and trademark licensing will be worked
out, etc.;

* Republic of Latvia as a member state of interna-
tional conventions (agreements) pertaining to indus-
trial property protection —

It is planned to accede to the Protocol Relating to
the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Marks and to ratify the Trademark
Law Treaty;

o Automated processing of patent and trademark
documentation —

Work on the development and implementation of the
new version of Common Software will be continued,
¢ Patent Office’s publishing activities —

Publishing of the monthly official bulletin "Patenti un
precu zimes", as well as methodological and infor-
mational materials;

e Improvement of the professional qualification of
the employees —

Training within the framework of training programs
of the European Patent Organization and the World
Intellectual Property Organization, as well as Patent
Offices of some states;

¢ Training of specialists of various branches in the
sphere of industrial property protection —

Training of judges abroad is planned, as well as
seminars for a wide range of specialists to be held
in Riga and other cities;

e Exhibitions in the field of industrial property pro-
tection and exhibitions of inventions (novelties) —
Participation in several specialized exhibitions is
planned, as well as in the exhibitions organized by
Latvian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and
Latvian Development Agency;

¢ Public activities —

Active participation in the International Association
of Industrial Property, in the formation of the
National Association of Inventors and the National
Innovation Foundation, etc.

Information on each of the 11 aspects of work is
concentrated in just one sentence in this material
although it is clear that the work to be done covers
a wide range of questions and calls for high profes-
sionality and willingness to work.

The achievements of the period of review indicate
that these features are typical of the employees of
Latvian Patent Office. The basic tasks of 1996/1997
have been performed. You can see the analysis of the
work performed during this period in the following
chapters of this publication. Nevertheless, | would
like to point out several aspects.

First. A positive aspect — the number of national
applications has considerably increased during




these years, that is evidence of the fact that nation-
al economy is strengthening and developing.

Second. The project of patent fees that was draft-
ed already in 1996 must be affirmed by the compe-
tent authorities. The fees that were affirmed in 1992
are incompatible with the present day level of Patent
Office's work, and differentiate between national and
foreign applicants that is unacceptable.

Third. Consistent training and specialization of
individual judges from the Supreme Court of Latvia
and the Regional Court of Riga in the field of indus-
trial property protection is necessary. As the nation-
al economy is developing and the influence of indus-
trial property objects and their protection is increas-
ing, the number of disputes related to industrial
property to be reviewed by courts will also grow, and
that will call for deep understanding of these spe-
cific problems by judges.

It is also essential that the Faculty of Law of
Latvia University, the Institute of International
Relations, Stockholm School of Economics in Riga
and other institutions of higher education should pre-
pare specialists of industrial property protection, or
at least offer a comprehensive course in this field.

Fourth. Extensive work has to be done to update
and improve the Patent Office's automated system for
document processing, as well as to connect to data-
bases of foreign patent offices, and to make, consis-
tently update and maintain an Internet homepage.

These four tasks are the cornerstones of Patent
Office's activities in the next few years. Each of these
tasks is closely related to many other practical and
theoretical matters, that our employees, unlike the
specialists of patent offices with many decades of
experience, who have long-term professional practice,
still have to master, but nevertheless must perform
their tasks at the same highly professional level.

The tasks that have been set forth are not sim-
ple. Nevertheless, | feel optimistic about the future.
I firmly believe that the specialists of Latvian
Patent Office, who deserve my sincere gratitude
for what they have already done, will prove once
again that they are able to perform the most ardu-
ous tasks.

| also believe that alongside with rapid develop-
ment of Latvia's national economy, including sci-
ence and technology, the Patent Office will receive
increasing numbers of competitive and technically
valuable novelties — patent and trademark applica-
tions, that will ensure the protection of Latvia's
products against unfair competition.

Latvian Patent Office will ensure legal protection
of the results of this intellectual work.

Z. Aumeisters
Director

sagatavotais patentu nodevu projekts. 1992,
gada apstiprinatas patentu nodevas neatbilst
Patentu valdes Sodienas darba limenim, ka ari
diferencé nacionalos un arvalstu pieteic&jus, kas
nav pielaujams.

Treskart. NepiecieSama atseviSku Latvijas
Augstakas tiesas un Rigas Apgabaltiesas
tiesnesu sistematiska apmaciba un specializacija
ripnieciska 1paSuma  aizsardzibas joma.
Attistoties valsts ekonomikai un pieaugot rup-
nieciska ipasuma objektu un to aizsardzibas
jautajumu ietekmei, augs ari tiesas izskatamo
stridu skaits Saja joma, kas jau tagad prasa no
tiesneSiem dzilu izpratni Sajos specifiskajos
jautajumos.

Tapat japanak, lai Latvijas Universitates
Juridiska fakultate, LU Starptautisko attiecibu
instituts, Rigas Ekonomiska augstskola u.c.
attiecigas augstakas macibu iestades regulari
gatavotu specialistus rupnieciskd ipasSuma
aizsardzibas joma vai ari macibu programma
paredzetu pietiekami plasu kursu.

Ceturtkart. Javeic plasa apjoma darbi Patentu
valdes automatizétas dokumentu apstrades
sistémas tehniskaja modernizacija un
pilnveidoSana, sasaiste ar citu valstu patentu
jestazu datu bazém, ka arn pastavigas lapas
izveidoSana, regulara papildinasana un
uzturéSana INTERNET'a.

Minéetie Cetri uzdevumi ir stlrakmeni Patentu
valdes tuvako gadu darba. Katrs no Siem uzdevu-
miem saistits ar daudziem citiem praktiskas un
teorétiskas dabas jautajumiem, kas mdusu
darbiniekiem atSkiribd no patentu iestadém ar
daudzu gadu desmitu vai pat vairak neka simts
gadu darbibas stdzu un tajas stradajoso
specialistu ilggadeéjo profesionalo pieredzi vél
jaizzina, jaapgust, taCu jaisteno tikpat profe-
sionali un kvalitativi.

Uzdevumi, kas javeic, nav viegli. Tomér nakot-
né raugos ar optimismu. Ticu, ka Patentu valdes
specialisti, kuriem esmu pateicigs par paveikto,
kartéjo reizi pieradis, ka ir spéjigi veikt vis-
grutakos uzdevumus.

Ticu ari, ka, dinamiski attistoties Latvijas
ekonomikai, taja skaitd zinatnei un tehnikai,
Patentu valdé arvien vairak iepludis konkurét-
spéjigas, tehniski augstvértigas novitates -
patentpieteikumi, ka ari precu zimju pieteikumi,
kas nodroSinas Latvijas izstradajumu aizsardzibu
tirgl no negodigas konkurences.

Patentu valde nodrosinas 8a intelektuala
darba rezultatu aizsardzibu.

Z. Aumeisters
direktors
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Pasaules intelektuala ipaSuma organizacijas varda, kuras dalibvalsts ir arl Latvija, es apsveicu Patentu |
valdes dibinataju Zigridu Aumeistera kungu un vina vietnieku, Patentu valdes lidzdibinataju, Georgu |

un funkcionalu eku Patentu valdes vajadzibam. Apsveicam ari visus nodalu vaditgjus un parejo personalu. |
Vini ir pieradijusi savu kompetenci un mérktiecibu ar paSmaju un arvalstu pieteicéjiem sniegtajiem pakalpo-
jumiem.
Patentu valdes vaditaji un personals ir izveidojusi un uzturéjusi tik labas starptautiskas attiecibas, ka
visa starptautiska sabiedriba rupnieciska ipaSuma joma ir atzinusi, ka Latvija izveidota stabila, miisdieniga '
un lietotajiem draudziga rlpnieciska ipaSuma sistéma, kas ce| valsts prestizu pasaulé.

Polakova kungu ar vinu veiksmigo darbu, izveidojot misdienigu rupnieciska ipaSuma sistému, ka art skaistu I

1997. gada 6. martad

Arpads Bogss
WIPO generaldirektors



LEGAL ASPECTS OF
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
PROTECTION

The previous Latvian Patent Office's reports
described the key features of the respective period
of review: 1992-1993 - Latvia's legal system for
industrial property protection was introduced and
the national administrative institution for patent and
trademark examination was established;
1994-1995 - the introduced national legal system
was further developed and international co-opera-
tion extended and consolidated.

When looking back to the latest period of review,
we have a good reason to conclude that one of the
basic features of this period is the introduction and
perfection of the administrative mechanism for the
enforcement of rights, as the Board of Appeal of the
Latvian Patent Office started to function to full
extent in 1996-1997.

The Latvian Patent Office's Board of Appeal is an
entirely new component of the national legal system
that has no analogue in the past. The Latvian Patent
Office is deeply grateful to the European Patent
Organization, the German Federal Patent Court and
Stockholm Appellate Court, as well as to the USA
Patent and Trademark Office's Board of Appeal and
the experts and judges of the Benelux Trademark
Bureau and other countries for the invaluable assis-
tance rendered by sharing their rich experience.

In point of fact the Latvian Patent Office's Board
of Appeal is identical or very similar to the special
patent courts that have been functioning for
decades or even centuries in many other countries.
Ilts main task is set forth by the Patent and other
laws pertaining to industrial property. It is most pre-
cisely formulated by the Regulations of the Board of
Appeal: "The main task of the Board of Appeal is to
ensure proper, uniform application of the provisions
of National laws on industrial property protection
with respect to examination of patent and trademark
applications in the Latvian Patent Office".

The activities of the Board of Appeal since June
16, 1995, when the first appeals and oppositions
were examined, are shown in Table 1.

459 appeals and oppositions have been filed
with the Board of Appeal in 1995-1997. It should
be mentioned that there is a marked tendency: grad-
ual decrease of the number of appeals (71, 37, 27),
and steady growth of the number of oppositions (31,
102, 192) during the period of review. 310 (67 %)
of the filed 459 appeals and oppositions have
already been examined by the Board of Appeal.

When we compare the number of filed appeals
and the number of applications examined by the
Patent Office between 1992 and 1997, we see that
this proportion (~0.4 %) is approximately 10 times
smaller than analogous ratios of other countries

RUPNIECISKA IPASUMA
AIZSARDZIBAS TIESISKIE
ASPEKTI

Katra ieprieks§éja Latvijas Patentu valdes
(LPV) informativaja izdevuma tika raksturotas
parskata perioda galvenas ipatnibas:
1992.-1993. gads - Latvijas rilpnieciska
ipaSuma aizsardzibas tiesiskas sistémas
izveidoSana un nacionalas administrativas
patentu un precu zimju ekspertizes institucijas
nodibinasana; 1994.-1995. gads - izveidotas
nacionalas tiesiskas sistémas pilnveidoSana un
starptautiskas sadarbibas paplasinaSana un
nostiprinasana.

Novértéjot pédéjo parskata periodu, pamatoti
janak pie slédziena, ka Saja laika posma viena
no galvenajam ruUpnieciska Tpasuma tiesiskas
sistemas attistibas ipatnibam ir bijusi adminis-
trativd tiesibu realizacijas nodroSinasanas
mehanisma radiSana un pilnveidoSana, jo tiesi
1996.-1997. gada pilna apjoma saka
funkcionét Latvijas Patentu valdes Apelacijas
padome (ApP).

LPV Apelacijas padome ir pavisam jauns
nacionalas tiesiskas sistémas elements, kuram
Latvija nebija prototipa. Latvijas Patentu valde ir
loti pateiciga Eiropas Patentu organizacijai,
Vacijas Federalajai patentu tiesai un Stokholmas
Apelacijas tiesai, ka ari ASV Patentu un precu
Zimju iestades Apelacijas padomes, Beniluksa val-
stu precu zimju biroja un citu valstu ekspertiem un
tiesneSiem par arkartigi vertigu palidzibu minéto
tiesu iestazu bagatigas pieredzes apgusana.

Péc badtibas LPV Apelacijas padome ir iden-
tiska vai loti lidziga specialajam patentu tiesam,
kas jau gadu desmitiem un pat gadu simtiem
pastav daudzas citas valstis. Tas galveno uzde-
vumu nosaka Patentu un citi rOpnieciska
ipasuma likumi. Precizi tas izteikts Apelacijas
padomes Nolikuma: "Apelacijas padomes galve-
nais uzdevums ir nodro$inat Latvijas Republikas
spéka esosSo likumdoSanas un normativo aktu
vienveidigu un pareizu pielietoSanu patentu un
preCu zimju registracijas pieteikumu izskatiSanas
procedura Latvijas Republikas Patentu valdé."

Sakot ar 1995. gada 16. juniju, kad ApP
izskatija pirmas apelacijas un iebilduma lietas,
tas darbibas rezultati atteéloti 1. tabula.

1995.-1997. gada ApP pavisam tika iesniegti
459 apelaciju un iebildumu iesniegumi. Jaatzimé
neapSaubama  tendence: apelaciju skaita
pakapeniska samazinasanas (71, 37, 27) un iebil-
dumu skaita stabils pieaugums (31, 102, 191)
izskatamaja perioda. No minétajiem 459 iesniegu-
miem ApP jau izskatijusi 310 iesniegumus (67,5%).

Salidzinot apelaciju iesniegumu skaitu un
attiecigo Patentu valdé laika no 1992. lidz




1997. gadam izskatito pieteikumu skaitu, var
secinat, ka 8i proporcija (ap 0,4%) patlaban ir
apméram desmit reizu mazaka par analogiem citu
valstu raditgjiem (3-4%). Viens no $is paradibas
iemesliem acimredzot ir tas, ka LPV neveic
pieteikto izgudrojumu un dizainparaugu ekspertizi
péc butibas, k& ari preGu zimju ekspertizi
attieciba uz agrakam tiesibam. Kritiski novértéjot
apelaciju un iebildumu iesniegumu un tiesu
sUdzibu un prasibu raditajus, var pienemt, ka
absolutais vairakums LPV un ApP Iémumu ir pa-
matots, jo no ApP 106 noraiditajam apelacijam
un iebildumiem tikai 21 (19,8%) tika parsidzéta
tiesa, turklat daudzos gadijumos pirméas
instances tiesa ir apstiprinajusi ApP Iémumus.

(3-4 %). Obviously this is caused by the fact that
the Latvian Patent Office does not perform either
examination as to substance of inventions and
industrial designs, or trademark examination as to
earlier rights. When analyzing the data about the
appeals and oppositions filed with the Board of
Appeal and the data about the cases appealed
against in courts, we can conclude that the absolute
majority of decisions taken by the Latvian Patent
Office and the Board of Appeal is well grounded, as
only 21 (19.8 %) of the 106 appeals and opposi-
tions rejected by the Board of Appeal were appealed
against in court, and on many occasions the court
of the first instance has confirmed the decisions of
the Board of Appeal.

1. tabula Apelacijas padomes darbiba 1995.-1997. gada
Table 1 Activities of the Board of Appeal 1995-1997
1995 1996 1997 Kop-
izgudro- precu dizain- izgudro- precu dizain- izgudro- precu dizain-  skaits
jumi zZimes paraugi  jumi zimes paraugi  jumi zZimes paraugi
inventions  trademarks industrial inventions  trademarks industrial  inventions ftrademarks industrial  Total
designs designs designs
I. Apelacijas
Appeals
iesniegtas
filed - 67 4 6 31 - 5 22 - 135
izskatitas
examined - 6 4 6 76 - 5 24 - 121
apmierinatas
satisfied - 4 - - 62 - 2 11 - 79
noraiditas
rejected - 2 4 6 14 - 3 13 - 42
Il. lebildumi
Oppositions
iesniegti
filed - 31 - - 102 - - 190 1 324
izskatti
examined - 3 - - 70 - - 115 1 189
' apmierinati
satisfied - - - - 27 - - 36 1 64
mierizligumi
amicable
agreements - - - - 4 - = 4 - 8
noraiditi
rejected - 1 - - 18 - - 45 - 64
atlikti/izbeigti
postponed /
terminated - 2 - - 21 - - 30 - 53
Ill. Tlesa
. parsiidzétie
ApP lemumi
(kopskaits)
Board of Appeal
Decisions
Appealed
against in
Court - total - - - - 1 - - 20 - 21
10

e ——

o e ——

-

S




Finally, it should be pointed out that the activities
of the Board of Appeal during the period of review
have considerably influenced the procedure for
enforcement of industrial property rights in Latvia,
as the civil judicial institutions have to review patent
and, especially, trademark disputes, that are direct-
ly or indirectly related to the activities of the Board
of Appeal, more frequently. Considering this tenden-
cy, we have good reason to say that at present the
Latvian industrial property protection practice is
based not only on the decisions taken by the Patent
Office and the Board of Appeal, but also on judge-
ments of civil court.

In this connection it should be mentioned that in
November 1997 the Latvian Patent Office in co-oper-
ation with the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of
Latvia and the World Intellectual Property
Organization organized "WIPO Baltic Judiciary
Seminar on Industrial Property Litigation". Reports
were read by well-known judges and experts from the
WIPO, European countries and the USA.

In 1996-1997 the Latvian Patent Office continued
to draft laws pertaining to industrial property protection.
Taking into account the suggestions of other state
institutions, the final text of the draft law "On
Protection of Topography of Integrated Circuits" based
on the legislative acts of the European Union, dealing
with the protection of topographies of integrated cir-
cuits was prepared in 1997, and accepted by the
Saeima for consideration at the end of last year.

A new "Law on Trademarks" has been drafted
during this period and submitted to competent
authorities for further consideration. As compared
to the "Law on Trademarks" of 1993 the basic legal
provisions of which were in compliance with the
European Union's regulations pertaining to trade-
marks, the new draft law contains several amend-
ments and is now in full compliance with the above
mentioned European Union's regulations.

Among other relevant documents developed by
the Latvian Patent Office we should mention the
Board of Appeal Rules of Procedure approved in
1996 that set up the examination procedure of
appeals and oppositions.

In 1996-1997 the Latvian Patent Office actively
participated in Latvia's negotiations with the
European Union's Commission and the World Trade
Organization.

G. Polyakov
Deputy Director of LPO
Chairman of the Board of Appeal
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Nosléguma jaatzimé, ka Apelacijas padomes
darbiba izskatamaja perioda butiski ietekmeéja
ari rlpnieciska TpaSuma tiesibu realizacijas
nodroSinasanas procesu Latvija, jo tagad
civiltiesu iestadém arvien biezak jaizskata stridi
patentu un it seviski precu Zimju jautajumos, kas
tiedi vai netieSi ir saistiti ar ApP darbibu.
levérojot §adu tendenci, var pamatoti apgalvot,
ka patlaban Latvijas rlpnieciskd ipasuma
aizsardzibas prakse balstas ne tikai uz Patentu
valdes un Apelacijas padomes |émumiem, bet ari
uz civiltiesas spriedumiem.

Sai sakara japiemin, ka 1997. gada novem-
bri LPV kopa ar LR Tieslietu ministriju un
Pasaules intelektuala ipasSuma organizaciju
(WIPO) noorganizeja specialu seminaru
"RUpnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas tiesvediba",
kurd piedalijas tiesnesSi no visam Baltijas val-
stim, bet referdtus nolasija pazistami WIPO,
Eiropas valstu un ASV eksperti un tiesnesi.

1996.-1997. gada LPV turpinaja ripnieciska
ipasuma aizsardzibas likumprojektu izstra-
dasanu. levérojot citu valsts institlciju piezimes,
1997. gada sagatavots likumprojekta "Pusva-
ditaju izstradajumu topografiju aizsardzibas
likums" galigais teksts, kas balstas uz Eiropas
Savienibas likumdoSanas aktiem pusvaditaju
izstradajumu topografiju aizsardzibas joma un
kuru LR Saeima pienemusi izskatiSana pagajusa
gada beigas.

Saja laika posma izstradats un kompetentu
institlciju talakai izskatiSanai nodots ari
likumprojekts "Likums par preCu zimém".
Salidzinajuma ar 1993. gada pienemto Likumu
par precu zimém, kura butiskie tiesiskie noteiku-
mi vienmér bija uzskatami par atbilstoSiem
Eiropas Savienibas normativajiem aktiem precu
zimju jautdjumos, jaunais projekts ietver
vairakus precizéjumus un papildinajumus un
tagad ir pilnigi saskanots ar minétajiem Eiropas
Savienibas normativajiem aktiem.

No citiem LPV izstradatajiem svarigakajiem
dokumentiem  japiemin  ari 1996. gada
apstiprinatie ApP noteikumi, kas patlaban regulé
apelaciju un iebildumu izskatiSanas proceduru.

1996.-1997. gada LPV aktivi piedalijas
Latvijas sarunas ar Eiropas Savienibas komisiju
un Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizaciju.

f S G. Polakovs

LPV direktora vietnieks,
ApP priekSsédetajs




IZGUDROJUMU PATENTI

1996. un 1997. gads raksturigs ar to, ka tika
pabeigta ekspertize un izsniegti pédejie patenti
izgudrojumiem, kas balstijas uz bijusas PSRS doku-
mentu parregistraciju. Saskand ar Latvijas un ASV
ligumu par tirdznieciskajam attiecibam un intelek-
tuala ipasuma tiesisko aizsardzibu, tika parregistréti
gandriz visi patenti uz izgudrojumiem, kas saistiti ar
farmaceitiskiem produktiem. 1997. gada Latvija
iznémuma tiesibas uz izgudrojumu stajas spéka pir-
majiem 4 Eiropas patentiem, kuriem tika prasita to
attiecinad8ana uz Latviju pieteikumu iesniegSanas
bridi. AplUkojama laika perioda Latvijas pieteicéji
iesniedza ari pirmos 10 starptautiskos pieteikumus.

2. tabula
Table 2

1992

LPV tiesi iesniegtie pieteikumi

Applications filed with LPO 143

To skaita Latvijas pieteicéju iesniegumi

Including domestic applications

Starptautiskie pieteikumi (Latvija k& noradita valsts)
International applications (designated for Latvia)
Attiecinatie Eiropas patenta pieteikumi

Extended European patent applications

Kopa

Subtotal 143

Eiropas patentu registracija
European patents
Parregistracijas pieteikumi*

Re-registration applications* 520

Pieteikumi, kas iesniegti saskana ar
Latvijas un ASV ligumu
Applications filed in accordance with

Latvian-USA agreement

To skaita pieteikumi no ASY
Including applications of USA origin
Pavisam

Total 666

- registracija Sajos gados netika veikta.
— no registration in the respective years,

PATENTS

In 1996 and 1997 the examination of inven-
tions was completed and the last patents were
granted on the basis of re-registration of the for-
mer USSR documents. Almost all patents for
inventions related to pharmaceuticals have been
re-registered under the Agreement between Latvia
and the USA on Trade Relations and Intellectual
Property Rights Protection. In 1997 exclusive
rights for invention were enforced with respect to
the first 4 European patents, requesting extension
to Latvia upon filing. During the period of review
domestic applicants have filed the first 10 interna-
tional applications.

lesniegto izgudrojumu pieteikumu skaita sadalijums pa kategotijam 1992.-1997. gada
Breakdown of Patent Applications by Categories 1992-1997

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1992-1997

318 243 253 213 173 1343
155 179 210 196 162 975

- 6 86 138 69 299

- . 306 708 1709 2723
318 249 645 1059 1951 4365
12 17 21 2%} 29 105
1079 - - - - 1599
- - 25 96 — 121

- - 14 12 -~ 26
1409 266 691 1178 1980 6190

! Pieteikumi, kas iesniegti, pamatojoties uz LR MP 1992, gada lémuma Nr. 72 2. un 7. punktu par bijudds PSRS rlpnieciska Ipasuma aizsardzibas

dokumentacijas parregistreSanu Latvijas patenta ieglisanai.

* Applications based on Articles 2 and 7 of the 1992 Decision No. 72 of the Republic of Latvia Council of Ministers on the re-registration of the former
USSR documents for industrial property protection with a view to subsequent grant of Latvia's patent.

2. tabula paradits Latvija iesniegto pieteikumu
skaits pa gadiem un to sadalljums pa kategorijam.
Kop€jais pieteikumu skaits 1997. gada, nemot véra
Eiropas patenta pieteikumus, kuriem tiek prasita
patenta attiecinaSana uz Latviju, parsniedz ari
1993. gada sanemto iesniegumu skaitu — 1409,
kad tika iesniegti parregistracijai bijusds PSRS
dokumenti. Taja pasa laikd 1996. gada starp-
tautisko pieteikumu skaits, kas sanemts Patentu
valdé Patentu kooperacijas liguma (PCT) ietvaros,
sasniedza 138 pieteikumus, bet 1997. gada So
pieteikumu skaits noslidéja lidz 69, kas ir mazak
neka 1995. gada. Acimredzot pieteic€jiem izdevigak
ir attiecindt Eiropas patentu uz Latviju.

Table 2 shows the breakdown of patent applica-
tions filed in Latvia by years and by categories. The
total number of patent applications in 1997, includ-
ing European patent applications requesting exten-
sion to Latvia, exceeds the number of applications
received in 1993 - 1409 applications, when the
documents of former USSR were filed for re-regis-
tration. The number of international applications
filed with the Patent Office under the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) in 1996 was 138, but in
1997 the number of these applications dropped to
69, that is less than in 1995. Apparently applicants
find extension of European patents to Latvia more
convenient. Extension is cheaper, as applicants




have to pay only extension fee and patent publica-
tion fee, file a translation of the patent claims, and
besides this procedure ensures a "stronger" patent,
as the European Patent Office performs full exami-
nation. The possibility to extend a European patent
to Latvia reduces the number of foreign applications
filed with the Latvian Patent Office — 17 foreign
applications in 1996, and only 11 in 1997. This ten-
dency could be observed already in the previous
years — 64 applications in 1994 and 43 in 1995,
but the reason was different then. Beginning with
September 1993 it became possible to request for-
eign application’s extension to Latvia.

It is interesting that for the greatest part those
were European companies that re—registered their
patents under the 1994 Agreement between the
Republic of Latvia and the USA on Trade Relations
and Intellectual Property Rights Protection, while the
USA companies filed only 26 patents for re-regis-
tration — 22 % of the total number of patents filed
for re-registration.

Breakdown of patent applications by countries of
origin is shown in Table 3. The major applicants are
from the USA and Germany, as well as from
Switzerland, the Scandinavian countries, France and
Great Britain. From the countries of Eastern Europe
a noteworthy number of applications has been filed
only by Hungary and Russia. During the period of
review only 2 applications have been received from
Lithuania and none from Estonia. This is indicative
of the fact that industry of our neighbouring coun-
tries is under re-structurization and creation of new
technologies is apparently a matter of future.

Attiecinasana ir |€étaka, jo pieteicéjam ir jamaksa
tikai attiecinasanas un patenta publikacijas
nodeva, jaiesniedz tikai formulas tulkojums, ka
ari 8i procedira garanté "spécigaku" patentu, jo
ir veikta pilna ekspertize Eiropas patentu valde.
lespé€ja attiecinat Eiropas patentu uz Latviju
samazina ari tieSi Patentu valdé ienakuso
arzemju pieteikumu skaitu — 1996. gada 17, bet
1997. gada tikai 11 pieteikumi. So pieteikumu
skaita samazinaSanas tendence bija vérojama
arl agrak: 1994, gada - 64, 1995. gada - 43,
bet iemesls tad bija cits. Sakot ar 1993. gada
septembri, starptautiskajos pieteikumos varéja
prasit ta attiecindanu uz Latviju.

Jaatzimé viens interesants fakts, ka Latvijas
un ASV 1994. gada liguma par tirdznieciskajam
attiecibam un intelektuala ipaSuma aizsardzibu
ietvaros savus patentus galvenokart parregistrée-
ja Eiropas firmas, bet ne ASV firmas, kas pietei-
ca parregistracijai tikai 26 patentus - 22% no
kopéja parregistracijai iesniegto patentu skaita.

Pieteicéju, kas iesniedz pieteikumus Latvija,
parstavétas valstis ir paraditas 3. tabula.
Galvenie pieteicéji ir no ASV un Vacijas, ka ari no
Sveices, Skandinavijas valstim, Francijas un
Lielbritanijas. No Austrumeiropas valstim véra
nemamu skaitu pieteikumu iesniegusas tikai
Ungarija un Krievija. No Lietuvas péarskata peri-
oda iesniegti 2 pieteikumi, bet no lIgaunijas —
neviens, kas acimredzot norada, ka musu kaimi-
niem rupnieciba ir parstrukturizacijas posma un
jaunu tehnologiju radiSana ir nakotnes
jautajums.

3. tabula Izgudrojumu patentu pieteikumi 1992.-1997. gada. Sadalijums péc to izcelsmes valsts*
Table 3 Patent Applications 1992-1997. Breakdown by Origin*

Paréjas

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Kopa GBDK
Total FR

Latvija Lv. 73 155 179 210 197 162 976 g\
ASV us 21 27 6 36 61 30 181 CH
Vacija DE 10 36 25 26 28 15 140 o ' 1Y,
Sveice CH 3 30 8 7 10 4 62
Somija Fl 9 12 5, 13 6 3 48
Zviedrija SE 1 8 5M 12 11 9 46 us 1996. gads
Francija FR 4 11 5 7 9 8 44
Lielbritanija GB 0 5 5 5 12 4 31
Danija DK 4 2 2 7 10 5 28 Paréjas
Krievija RU 1 4 10 3 1 4 23 cA
Ungarija  HU 7 7 3 3 1 2 23 oLy
Belgija BE 1 5 4 3 3 2 18 FR \\
Japana P 4 5 1 3 3 1 17 gg\
Norvégija NO 1 8 0 3 8 0 15 DE
Italija IT 1 5 0 4 3 2 15
Austrija AT 3 5 3 3 1 (0] 15
Kanada CA 0 3 0 3 3 4 13 L 1997. gads
Pargjas  Other 3 2 5 12 12 18 52

* Nav nemti vera parregistréetie bijusas PSRS pieteikumi, pieteikumi Eiropas patenta attiecinaSanai uz Latviju un péc Latvijas un ASV liguma

parregistrétie pieteikumi.

* Without re-registered applications of the former USSR, extended European patent applications and re-registered applications under Latvian-USA

agreement.




Izmainas pédejos divos gados nav notikusas ari
pieteikumu sadalijuma pa klasém péc
Starptautiskas patentu klasifikacijas (4. un 5. tab.).
Arvalstu pieteicéji galvenokart ieshiedz pieteikumus,
kas attiecas uz A un C klasi (A — cilvéku dzives
prasibu apmierinaSana, C — kimija, metalurgija), bet
galvenais Latvijas pieteikumu skaits attiecas
uz A klasi. To apstiprina ari 6. un 7. tabulas dati,
kur paradits detalizetaks izgudrojumu pieteikumu
sadalijums pa apaksklasém tajas klasés, uz kuram
attiecas lielakais pieteikumu skaits, kas sanemts
no arvalstim (6. tab.) un no Latvijas (7. tab.) pietei-
céjiem. Arvalstu pieteicéji galvenokart ir lielas far-
maceitiskds un kimisko vielu razotajas firmas
(8. tab.), kas piesaka jaunas Kimiskas vielas vai far-
maceitiskos preparatus.

There have been no changes during the last two
years in the breakdown of applications by IPC class-
es (Tables 4 and 5). Foreign applicants file patent
applications mainly in classes A and C (A — inven-
tions meant to satisfy human necessities; C —
chemistry, metallurgy), while the majority of domes-
tic applications fall in class A. That is confirmed by
the data of Tables 6 and 7, depicting a more
detailed breakdown of applications by subclasses in
those classes that contain the majority of applica-
tions filed by foreign applicants (Table 6) and
domestic applicants (Table 7). Most of foreign
applicants are hig chemicals and pharmaceuticals
companies (Table 8), that file patent applications
for new chemical substances or pharmaceutical
preparations.

4. tabula Arvalstu izgudrojumu pieteikumu sadalijums pa klasém* 1992.-1997. gada
Table 4 Breakdown of Foreign Patent Applications by IPC* 1992-1997
A B C D E F G H H
1992 42 11 57 2 10 11 1 12 G G
1993 79 49 121 4 18 27 14 18
1994 73 46 55 3 18 31 8 32 F
1995 96 57 103 7 22 21 25 29
1996 108 36 98 3 27 37 28 37 E
1997 95 32 71 4 14 22 20 13 D
Kopa
Total 493 231 505 23 109 149 96 141 c 8 c B
o Aoum st s Letuis 585 Laties un ASV iguma paegiouete piototumi, 1996 gads 1997. gads
* without re-registered applications of the former USSR, extended European
patent applications and re-registered applications under Latvian-USA agresment.
5. tabula Latvijas pieteikumu sadalijums pa klasém 1992.-1997. gada
Table 5 Breakdown of Domestic Patent Applications by IPC 1992-1997
G A B C D E F G H
A A 1992 89 20 87 1 9 14 17 15
G 1993 70 35 76 1 15 26 29 31
F 1994 60 23 27 1 8 27 4 29
1995 57 39 49 4 5 15 19 22
F E 1996 58 20 28 1 16 27 18 29
B D 1997 57 19 28 4 7 19 18 10
E D c c B Kopa
1996. gads 1997. gads Total 391 156 295 12 60 128 105 136
6. tabula Izgudrojumu apaksklases ar lielako pieteikumu skaitu 1992.-1997. gada*
Table 6 IPC Subclasses with the Greatest Number of Filed Applications 1992-1997*
IPC 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Kopa/Total
AB1 Medicina un veterinarija; Higiéna
Medical or veterinary science; Hygiene 19 39 32 43 43 B 229
CO7 Organiska kimija
Organic chemistry 23 52 25 41 52 36 229
A23 Partika vai partikas produkti; Apstrade
Foods or foodstuffs; their treatment 7 8 10 19 25 i6 85
C12 Biokimija; Alus; Alkoholiskie dzérieni; Vins
Biochemistry; Beer; Spirits; Wine 7 28 [ 18 15 8 83
HO2 Elektroenergijas generacija, parveide un sadalijums
Generation, conversion, or distribution of electric power 8 11 14 13 27 5 78
AO1 Lauksaimnieciba; MeZsaimnieciba
Agriculture; Forestry 10 16 2 15 14 5 62
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6. tabula (turpinajums)
Table 6 (continue)

IPC 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Kopa/Total
GO1 Meérisana, kontrole

Measuring; Testing 1 10 5 15 10 12 53
B65 Kravu un materialu transportésana,

iepakoSana un glabasana

Conveying; Packing; Storing 1 11 1.8 13 7 8 53
EO4 Celtnieciba
Building 4 5 8 14 15 4 50

* nav nemti véra parregistrétie bijusas PSRS pieteikumi, pieteikumi Eiropas patenta attiecinasanai uz Latviju un péc Latvijas

un ASV liguma pérregistrétie pieteikumi.

* without re-registered applications of the former USSR, extended European patent applications and re-registered applications under
Latvian-USA agreement.

7. tabula Izgudrojumu apaksklases ar lielako Latvijas pieteikumu skaitu 1992.-1997. gada
Table 7 IPC Subclasses with the Greatest Number of Filed Domestic Applications 1992-1997
IPC 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Kopa/Total
A61 Medicina un veterinarija; Higiéna

Medical or veterinary science; Hygiene 7 19 24 18 13 23 104
HO2 Elektroenergijas generacija, parveide un sadalijums

Generation, conversion or distribution of electric power 6 10 14 13 24 5 72
A23 Partika vai partikas produkti; Apstrade

Food or foodstuffs; their treatment 6 5 7 18 18 14 68
C12 Biokimija; Alus; Alkoholiskie dzérieni; Vins

Biochemistry; Beer; Spirits; Wine 4 23 6 14 3 4 54
GO1 Meérisana, kontrole

Measuring; Testing 1 8 2 14 7 12 44
A21 Maizes cepSana, miltu izstradajumi

Baking; Edible doughs 2 19 2 6 6 35

FO3 Hidrauliskas masinas un dzingji;
v€ja, atsperes u.tml. dzingji
Machines or engines for liquids;

Wind, spring, weight, or miscellaneous motors 3 7 3 3 12 5 33
AO1 Lauksaimnieciba; MeZsaimnieciba

Agriculture; Forestry 2 7 2 11 9 2 33
HO1 Elektrisko iekartu pamatelementi

Basic electric elements 2 6 13 4 4 2 31

C11 Dzivnieku tauki un augu ellas; Taukvielas un vaski;
Mazgasanas lidzekli; Sveces

Animal or vegetable oils; Fats or waxes; Detergents; Candles 7 7 6 6 0 0 26
CO7 Organiska kimija

Organic chemistry 2 3 4 4 5 7 25
8. tabula Galvenas arzemju pieteicéju firmas
Table 8 Major Foreign Applicants
Pieteicéjs/Applicant . Skaits/Applications
RICHTER GEDEON VEGYESZET! GYAR RT. 43
MERCK & CO. INC. 42
NOVARTIS AG (NOVARTIS SA) (NOVARTIS INC) 36
HOECHST AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT 32
JANSSEN PHARMACEUTICA N.V., ] 31
CHINOIN GYOGYSZER ES VEGYESZETI TERMEKEK GYARA RT. 27
ASTRA AB 27
DEGUSSA AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT 25
AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 25
AKTIEBOLAGET H-SSLE 25
F.HOFFMANN-LA ROCHE AG 24
PFIZER INC 24
IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES PLC 22
CIBA-GEIGY AG 22
ORION-YHTYM- OY 21
THE WELLCOME FOUNDATION LIMITED 20
SANOFI 19
ROHM AND HAAS COMPANY 19
E.I.DU PONT DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY 18

19




Latvijas pieteiceju izgudrojumu pieteikumu skaits The number of domestic patent applications in
Sajos gados it saglabajies vidéji ap 180 pieteiku- these years has remained at the level of about
miem gada. Latvijas uznémumi un zinatniskas 180 applications a year. Latvia's enterprises and
iestades, kas iesnieguSas visvairak izgudrojumu scientific institutions that have filed the greatest
pieteikumu, uzraditas 9. tabula. Pieteikumu number of applications are shown in Table 9.
sadalijuma pa tehnikas nozarém nav notikusas There have been no substantial changes in the
nekadas butiskas izmainas. Lielaka dala pieteikumu breakdown of applications by technical branches.
ir A klasé, it pasi tadas nozarés ka medicina, par- The majority of applications are in class A (inven-
tikas produktu razoSana un lauksaimnieciba, un tions meant to satisfy human necessities), espe-
C klasé, kur galveno dalu veido daZzadas alus un cially in such branches as medical science, pro-
vina receptes un neliels pieaugums pieteikumu duction of foodstuffs and agriculture, as well as in
skaita, kas saistits ar organisko kimiju. 1996. un class C where the majority of applications are
1997. gada paréjas klasés iesniegto pieteikumu related to beer and wine recipes. There is a small
skaits ir lidzigs, iznemot D klasi — “Tekstils un increase in the number of applications pertaining
papirs”. Saja klase pieteikumu skaits ir |oti niecigs, to organic chemistry. The number of filings in other
kaut gan Si nozare Latvija varétu but perspektiva. classes is quite similar in 1996 and 1997, with

9. tabula Galvenie Latvijas pieteicéji

Table 9 Major Domestic Applicants

Pieteicgjs/Applicant _ ) _ Skaits/Applications
LATVIJAS ORGANISKAS SINTEZES INSTITUTS 80
RIGAS TEHNISKA UNIVERSITATE 68
BALTARUTA, SIA 37
GERCIKOVS, llja_ i 35
LATVIJAS MEDICINAS AKADEMIJA 35
STABURADZE, a/s 34
RIGAS VINI, a/s ) . 24
LATVIJAS LAUKSAIMNIECIBAS UNIVERSITATE 17
1. zim&jums Latvijas pieteicéju sadalijums pa rajoniem un pieteikumu sadalijums pa klasém

Fig. 1 Breakdown of National Applicants by the Districts of Latvia and

Breakdown of Applications by IPC
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the exception of class D (textile and paper) where
the number of filed applications is very small
although this branch might be quite promising, in
Latvia.

When taking a look at the breakdown of
domestic applications by the districts and cities of
Latvia (Fig. 1), we can see that 75 % of the appli-
cations have been filed from Riga. Very few appli-
cations (only 3) come from Liepaja. It should be
taken into consideration that the applicants from
rural districts of Latvia are basically individual
applicants, therefore the breakdown by classes
may not characterize the actual specialization of
these districts. We are still not satisfied by the
guality of individual applications (except those, of
course, that are filed through professional patent
attorneys).

10. tabula
Table 10

Izsniegti patenti, pamatojoties uz nacionalajiem pieteikumiem

Aplikojot 1. ziméjuma att€loto pieteikumu
sadalljjumu pa Latvijas rajoniem un pilsétam,
redzams, ka 75% izgudrojumu tiek iesniegti no
Rigas. Pavisam maz pieteikumu — tikai 3 — ir ie-
sniegti no Liepajas. Jaatzimé ari, ka pieteic€ji no
rajoniem galvenokart ir individudlie pieteicéji un
tapéc sadalijums pa klasém varbut neraksturo So
regionu Tpatnibas. Joprojam neapmierina vietéjo
individualo pieteicéju pieteikumu kvalitate (iznemot,
protams, tos, kas tiek iesniegti, izmantojot pilnvaro-
to pakalpojumus).

1996. gada tika iesniegti pirmie 5 starp-
tautiskie pieteikumi no Latvijas, b pieteikumi tika
sanemti ari 1997. gada. Tris no Siem 10 pieteiku-
miem iesniedzis Organiskas sintézes instituts,
kas ienem pirmo vietu Latvija ari kopéja iesniegu-
mu skaita zina.

Izsniegto patentu skaits péc kategorijam 1993.-1997. gada
Number of Granted Patents. Breakdown by Categories 1993-1997

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Kopa/ Total

Granted patents for national applications 0 21 275 419 167 882
Izsniegti patenti, pamatojoties uz starptautiskajiem pieteikumiem (PCT)

Granted patents for international (PCT) applications 0 0 1 79 133 213
Attiecinati Eiropas patenti

Extended European patents 0 0 0 0 4 4
Starpsumma

Subtotal 0 21 276 498 274 1070
Registréti Eiropas patenti

Registered European patents 0 0 10 44 18 72
Parregistrétas bijusas PSRS autorapliecibas

Re-registered author's certificates of the former USSR o, SBfi 20 0 0 712
Parregistréeti bijusas PSRS pieteikumi

Re-registered applications of the former USSR 0 15 322 210 0 547
Registréti farmaceitiskie patenti Latvijas un ASV liguma ietvaros

Registered pharmaceutical patents under Latvian-USA Agreement 0 0 0 23 85 108
Kopéjais izsniegto patentu skaits

Granted patents - total 3556 373 628 775 407 2538

In 1996 the first five international applications of
Latvian origin were filed, and 5 applications in 1997
as well. Three of these 10 applications have been
filed by the Institute of Organic Synthesis, which
holds the first position among Latvia's applicants by
the total number of applications as well.

By the end of 1997 Latvian Patent Office had
granted 2538 patents (Table 10), 2087 of them
were valid at that time. Taking a look at Table 10
and Fig. 2, we can see the time required for exam-
ination of different types of patent applications. The
peak on the curve of time required for examination
of the total number of applications since their filing
date at the mark of 10 months is caused by the
re-registration of the former USSR author's certifi-
cates and of the patents on pharmaceuticals (under
the Agreement between Latvia and USA), accelerat-
ed examination of new applications, examination of
international applications and applications with con-
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Lidz 1997. gada beigam Latvijas Patentu valde
bija izsniegusi 2538 patentus (10. tab.), ho kuriem
uz $o laiku spéeka bija 2087 patenti. Aplikojot
2. ziméjuma atteloto grafiku, var spriest par patent-
pieteikumu ekspertizes ilgumu dazadu patentu
pieteikumu veidu registracijam. Kopéja pieteikumu
izskatiSanas laika liknes maksimumu pie 10
méneSu  atzimes (skaitot no pieteikuma
iesniegdanas dienas Patentu valdé) nosaka bijusas
PSRS autorapliecibu un Latvijas un ASV liguma ie-
tvaros iesniegto farmaceitisko patentu parregistra-
cija, jauno pieteikumu paatrinata izskatiSana, starp-
tautisko pieteikumu un pieteikumu ar konvencijas
prioritati izskatiSana. Maksimumu pie 24 ménesu
atzimes nosaka nacionalo patentu normalais
izskatiSanas laiks, kad pirma publikacija notiek péc
18 ménesiem. ligo izskatiSanas laiku — 30 un 40
menesi — bijusas PSRS dokumentu registracijai
nosaka divi faktori — lielais pieteikumu skaits 1992.

LATVIJAS PATENTU
TEHNISKA BIRLIOTEKA

SUMMARI




un 1993. gada, kas izveidoja lielu pieteikumu
uzkrajumu, un vaja bijusas PSRS pieteikumu
noformésanas kvalitate (prasija ilgaku saraksti ar
pieteicéju). Atraka registracija 72 dienu laika ir
notikusi, parregistréjot vienu bijusas PSRS
autorapliecibu, bet ilgako laiku - 46 ménesSus -
aiznéma viena nacionala pieteikuma ekspertize.
Paslaik ekspertizes laiks Patentu valde ir nostabi-
lizéjies vidéji 10-12 meénesi pieteikumiem ar kon-
vencijas prioritati, starptautiskajiem pieteikumiem
un pieteikumiem, kuriem tiek prasita paatrinata
izskatiSana, un 22-24 meénesi pieteikumiem,
kuriem pirma publikacija ir 18 meénesSus no
iesniegSanas dienas Patentu valdé.

vention priority. The peak at the mark of 24 months
is caused by the usual time required for examination
of national patents, that have the first publication 18
months after the filing date. The very long time (30-40
months) required for the registration of the former
USSR documents was caused by two factors — the
great number of applications in 1992 and 1993, that
made a considerable accumulation of applications,
and the low quality of the former USSR applications
(that called for a longer exchange of letters with appli-
cants). The soonest registration (in 72 days) was that
of a former USSR author's certificate, the longest
time (46 months) was taken by examination of a
national application. At present the time required for
examination has stabilized at 10-12 months for
applications with convention priority, international
applications and applications requiring accelerated
examination, and 22-24 months for applications,
that have their first publication 18 months after filing
date with the Patent Office.

2. Ziméjums Izsniegto patentu skaits un ekspertizes ilgums
Flg. 2 Number of Granted Patents and Time Required for Examination
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TRADEMARKS

The Latvian Patent Office's trademark-related
activities in 1996 and 1997 have continued the
previously done work related to the examination of
regular trademark applications. That resulted in a
considerable increase in the number of trademark
registrations that are valid in Latvia. By the end of
1997 it exceeded 28 000.

TRADEMARK REGISTRATION UNDER
NATIONAL PROCEDURE

The number of applications filed under national
procedure in 1996 was slightly smaller than in 1995
(2059 applications from 50 countries in 1995, and
1956 applications from 53 countries in 1996). This
was apparently caused by the fact that the number
of international registrations that have become valid
in the territory of Latvia considerably increased in
1996. 2479 trademark applications from 49 coun-
tries have been filed under national procedure in
1997. This is the greatest number of applications
since January 1, 1995, i.e., since the moment when
Latvia became a member state of the Madrid
Agreement Concerning the International Registration
of Marks, when the majority of applicants chose the
conveniences offered by the Madrid Agreement
when registering their trademarks in Latvia. In fact
this increase in the number of applications was
caused by the growing activities of domestic appli-
cants. The number of national applications in 1997
was 1031 or 41.6% (in 1996 — 724 applications or
37.0%). The proportion of domestic applications in the
total number of applications is growing and is
approaching the national registration level characteris-
tic of other European countries — members of Madrid
Agreement. Apparently the increase of the proportion
of domestic applications is due to the gradual stabi-
lization of entrepreneurial activities in Latvia and the
growing understanding about the significance of trade-
mark protection among entrepreneurs.

11. tabula
Table 11

Predu zimju registracijas pieteikumu kopskaits
Trademark registration applications - Total

No tiem - Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumi

Including domestic applications

Procentos no kopskaita

% of the total

Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumi

Foreign applications

Procentos no kopskaita

% of the total

Registrétas pre€u zimes

Registered trademarks

Spéka esoso precu zZimju registraciju skaits gada beigas
Number of valid trademark registrations at the end of year
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PRECU ZIMES

1996. un 1997. gads LR Patentu valdes dar-
biba preéu zimju joma ir bijis turpindjums jau
ieprieks iesaktajam regularo precu zimju pieteikumu
izskatiSanas darbam. Ta rezultata ievérojami
pieaudzis Latvija spéka esoSo pre€u zimju registra-
ciju kopskaits, un 1997. gada beigas tas jau
parsniedza 28 000.

PRECU ZIMJU RE(,EISTRI-\CIJA PEC

NACIONALAS PROCEDURAS

1996. gada, salidzinot ar 1995. gadu,
saskana ar nacionalo registracijas proceduru tika
iesniegts nedaudz mazak pieteikumu (1995. gada
2059 pieteikumi no 50 valstim, bet 1996. gada
1956 pieteikumi no 53 valstim), kas acimredzot ir
izskaidrojams ar to, ka 1996. gada ieverojami
palielindjas attieciba uz Latviju spéka stajusos
starptautisko registraciju skaits. 1997. gada
saskana ar nacionalo registracijas procediru tika
iesniegti jau 2479 preCu zimju pieteikumi no 49
valstim, kas ir lielakais skaits kops 1995. gada
1. janvara, t.i., kop$ briza, kad Latvija kluva par
Madrides Noliguma par preCu zimju starptautisko
registraciju dalibvalsti, un lidz ar to liela dala
pieteicéju savu precu zimju registracijai Latvija
izvéléjas Madrides Noliguma sniegtas
priekdrocibas. Faktiski Sis pieteikumu skaita pieau-
gums saistits ar Latvijas pieteic&ju aktivizéSanos,
jo nacionalo pieteikumu starp 1997. gada iesnieg-
tajiem ir 1031 jeb 41,6% (1996. gada - 724
pieteikumi jeb 37,0%). Lidz ar to Latvijas izcelsmes
pieteikumu ipatsvars kopéja pieteikumu skaita
pieaug un tuvojas limenim, kas nacionalaja
registracija raksturigs citam Eiropas zemém -
Madrides Noliguma dalibvalstim. Acimredzot Sis
vietéjo zimju ipatsvara pieaugums ir saistits ar
Latvijas uznémejdarbibas pakapenisku
stabilizé8anos un uznéméju vidd pieaugoso
izpratni par preéu zimju aizsardzibas nozimi.

Preéu zimju registracija Latvijas Republika péc nacionalas procediiras 1996.-1997. gada
Trademark Registration under National Procedure 1996-1997

1996 1997
1956 2479
724 1031
37,0% 41,6%
1232 1448
63,0% 58,4%
4117 3681
14 928 18 576




Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumu vidd lielakais
skaits ir no Amerikas Savienotajam Valstim — 1996,
gada 439 (22,4%), bet 1997. gada 474 (19,1%),
Lielbritanijas — attiecigi 126 (6,4%) un 153 (6,25%),
Somijas - 113 (5,8%) un 128 (5,1%), ka ari
Zviedrijas — 95 (4,9%) un 135 (5,4%). Vacijas,
Francijas, Sveices, Italijas un Beniluksa valstu pie-
teicéji tagad parsvard izmanto So valstu precu zimju
ipasniekiem daudz értako iespéju — starptautisko
pre€u zZimju registraciju.

Among foreign applications the greatest number
comes from USA — 439 (22.4%) in 1996, and 474
(19.1%) in 1997, United Kingdom - 126 (6.4%) and
153 (6.25%) respectively, Finland — 113 (5.8%) and
128 (5.1%) and Sweden - 95 (4.9%) and 135
(5.4%). Applicants from Germany, France,
Switzerland, Italy and the Benelux countries now
prefer international trademark registration that is
much more convenient for trademark holders from
these countries.

12, tabula Precu zimju aizsardzibas kopéja aktivitate Latvija 1996.-1997. gada
Sadalijums pa zimju izcelsmes zemém
Table 12 Trademark Protection in Latvia in 1996 — 1997
Breakdown by Origin
DE Lv FR CH us IT BX GB Fl SE  Pargjas
Others
1996 1412 724 562 614 439 430 398 126 113 95 703
To skaita nac. procedira
Including national procedure 89 724 18 24 439 22 39 126 113 95 267
1997 1190 1031 669 523 474 390 339 153 128 135 1122
To skaita nac. procedira
Including national procedure 72 1031 32 47 474 5 28 153 128 135 374
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1996. gada nacionalaja procedira sanemtie pieteikumi
Applications filed in 1996 under national procedure

1996. gada attieciba uz Latviju spéka stajusas
starptautiskas zimes

International marks that became valid with respect to
Latvia in 1996

Saskana ar LR Likumu par preGu zimém zimju
ekspertizes kompetencé ietverta vesela rinda
registracijas kritériju, kas pieder t.s. absolltajiem
atteikuma iemesliem. lepriek$éja perioda (t.i., 1995.
gada) zimju materialas ekspertizes procedlra bija
daudz nenoskaidrotu, nenostabilizéjusos risinaju-
mu. Uzkrajoties pieredzei, ir izdevies precizét un
kaut nedaudz vienveidot ekspertizes kritérijus. To
apliecina ari pret zZimju registracijas atteikumiem
iesniegto apelaciju skaits - 1995. gada tika ie-
sniegtas gandriz 70 apelacijas, turpreti 1996. gada
vairs tikai puse no Si skaita, bet 1997. gada - 25.

1997. gada nacionalaja procediira sanemtie pieteikumi
Applications filed in 1997 under national procedure

1997. gada attiecibd uz Latviju spéka stajusas
startautiskas zimes

International marks that became valid with respect to
Latvia in 1997

In compliance with the provisions of the Republic
of Latvia "Law on Trademarks", a wide range of reg-
istration criteria, belonging to the so called absolute
reasons for refusal, are included in the competence
of trademark examination. In the previous period
(i.e. in 1995) there were many unclear and unstable
solutions in material examination procedure of
marks. Examination criteria have been defined more
precisely and unified as more experience was
gained. The number of appeals filed against rejec-
tions of trademark registration is evidence of the
above said - almost 70 appeals were received in




1995, only half of this amount was received in
1996, and 25 in 1997.

The great number of re-registration applications
during the initial period of Patent Office's work and
the difficulties related to mastering the full exami-
nation procedure caused a situation when the
progress of trademark registration lagged behind
the desirable pace, and examination of the filed
applications was delayed by many months. The sit-
uation has improved considerably now as the num-
ber of trademarks registered under national proce-
dure in 1996 (4117) and in 1997 (3681) exceeds
the number of filings in these years (1956 applica-
tions in 1996 and 2479 in 1997).

In view of the fact that the 1993 "Law on
Trademarks" contains several provisions that, if
considered in detail, are not in full compliance with
the international practice, a new "Law on
Trademarks"” has been drafted. At present
Trademark Regulations are being perfected.

INTERNATIONAL TRADEMARKS

More than half of the trademark registration
applications in 1996 and 1997 is constituted by
marks that have become valid under the provisions
of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks. 3630 interna-
tional trademarks have gained protection in Latvia in
1996, and 3764 trademarks in 1997 (65.0% and
60.3% of the total number of applications respec-
tively). 2698 of them were new registrations, an
932 - territorial extensions in 1996. In 1997 there

13. tabula
Table 13

Jaunas starptautiskas registracijas
New international registrations

Agraku starptautisko registraciju teritorialie paplasinajumi
Territorial extensions of earlier international registrations

Starptautisko Zimju kopskaits ar aizsardzibu Latvija
International marks protected in Latvia

were 3088 new registrations and 676 territorial
extensions. The dynamics of incoming international
marks is still on the increase.

Five territories prevail in the distribution of inter-
national trademarks by place of origin: Germany,
France, Switzerland, Italy and Benelux states. The
absolute leader is Germany. 1323 international
marks (36.1% of the total) have been received form
Germany in 1996, and 1118 marks (30.4%) in
1997,

Latvia's trademark holders express a growing
interest in obtaining trademark protection abroad
through international registration. Only 3 interna-
tional registrations of Latvian origin have entered
into force in 1995, but in 1996 there were 14 reg-
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Lielais parregistracijas pieteikumu skaits LPV dar-
bibas sakotnéja perioda un gratibas pilnas pro-
ceduras apguve izveidoja situaciju, ka zimju registra-
cijas gaita ievérojami atpalika no vélama tempa un
sanemto pieteikumu izskatiSana ieilga uz daudziem
ménesiem. Pasreiz situacija ir manami uzlabojusies,
jo péc nacionalas proceduras registréto precu zimju
skaits 1996. gada (4117) un 1997. gada (3681)
ievérojami parsniedz Sajos gados iesniegto
pieteikumu skaitu (1996. gada 1956, bet 1997.
gada 2479 pieteikumi).

Nemot vera, ka 1993. gada LR Likums par
preéu zimém satur dazas nepietiekami izstradatas
un ne vienmér starptautiskajai praksei detalas pilni-
gi atbilstoS8as normas, ir sagatavots jauns Likuma
par precu zimém projekts. Paslaik noris darbs pie
Pre€u zimju noteikumu pilnveido$anas.

STARPTAUTISKAS PRECU ZIMES

Vairak neka pusi no 1996. un 1997. gada precu
zimju registracijas pieteikumiem veido saskana ar
Madrides Noligumu par preCu zimju starptautisko
registraciju spéka stajusas zimes. Pavisam 1996.
gada aizsardzibu Latvija ieguvusas 3630, bet 1997.
gada 3764 starptautiskas pre€u zimes (attiecigi
65,0% un 60,3% no kopé€ja pieteikumu skaita). No
8a kopskaita 1996. gada 2698 ir jaunas registraci-
jas, bet 932 - teritoridlie paplasinajumi; 1997.
gada attiecigi 3088 jaunas registracijas, bet 676 —
teritorialie paplasinajumi. lenakoSo starptautisko
zimju kopéja skaita dinamika joprojam ir ar
pieaugosu raksturu.

Starptautisko precu zimju izplatiba uz Latvijas Republiku 1996. un 1997. gada
International Trademarks Relating to the Republic of Latvia 1996-1997

1996 1997
2698 3088

932 676
3630 3764

Starptautisko preCu zimju izcelsmes dalijuma
spilgti dominé piecas teritorijas: Vacija, Francija,
Sveice, Itdlija un Beniluksa valstis. Absolata
lidere ir Vacija, no kuras 1996. gada sanemtas
1323 starptautiskas pre¢u zimes (36,1% no kop-
skaita), bet 1997. gada - 1118 (30,4%).

Latvijas precu zimju IpasSnieki apliecina
pamazam pieaugoSu interesi par zimju
aizsardzibas ieguSanu arvalstis ar starptautiskas
registracijas palidzibu. 1995. gada stajusas
spékad tikai 3 starptautiskas registracijas ar
Latvijas izcelsmi, turpreti 1996. gada jau 14,
bet 1997. gada 31 starptautiska registracija ar
Latvijas izcelsmi. Starp preCu zimju ipasSniekiem
Latvija, kuri S0 3 gadu laika, kop$ Latvija ir




Madrides Noliguma par precu zimju starptautisko
registraciju dalibvalsts, ir izradijusi vislielako
interesi par precu zimju starptautisko registraci-
ju, var minét SIA “TENAX" (11 pre€u zimju starp-
tautiskas registracijas), ka ari a/s “LAIMA”, AIR
BALTIC CORPORATION un Mihailu SAPIRO.
Visbiezak Latvijas pieteiceju starptautiski
registrétajas preCu zimés ka attiecinajuma valsts
(valsts, kuras pieteicéjs vélas zimi aizsargat)
noradita Baltkrievija — 39 registracijas, Ukraina —
38, Krievija - 34 un Kazahstana — 28 registra-
cijas. Talak seko Vacija — 19 registracijas,
Polija — 16, Beniluksa valstis — 15 un Francija —
14 registracijas.

istrations already, and in 1997 — 31 international
registrations of Latvian origin. Among trademark
holders in Latvia who have showed the greatest
interest in international trademark registration dur-
ing the three years since Latvia became member
state of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks, we can men-
tion LLC "TENAX" (11 international trademark reg-
istrations), JSC "LAIMA", AIR BALTIC CORPORA-
TION and Mihails SAPIRO. The designated country
(i.e. country where the applicant wants to protect
the mark) most often mentioned by Latvia's appli-
cants in their international trademark registrations
is Belorussia — 39 registrations, followed by the
Ukraine — 38, Russia — 34, Kazakhstan - 28,
Germany — 19, Poland — 16, the Benelux states — 15
and France — 14 registrations.

Nacionalaja procediira sanemtie pieteikumi no Latvijas, no arvalstu pieteicejiem un attieciba

14. tabula Precu zimju pieteikumi 1995.-1997. gada
uz Latviju spéka stajusas starptautiskas registracijas
Table 14 Trademark Applications 1995-1997

Domestic and Foreign Applications under National Procedure and International

Registrations Valid in Latvia

1995 1996 1997
No Latvijas .
Domestic 750 724 1031
No arvalstim
Foreign 1309 1232 1448
Starptautiskas
International 2256 3630 3764
Kopskailts
Total 4315 5586 6243
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INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

95 industrial design patent applications have
been filed in 1996, and 116 applications in 1997.
Many of them are multiple applications containing
more than one industrial design or its variant,
therefore the actual number of filed industrial
designs is greater — 143 objects in 1996, and
251 in 1997. The number of applications has
remained at approximately the same level as in the
previous years, which indicates that interest in this
type of industrial property has stabilized. Most of
the filed applications are of Latvian origin — 62
(65.3%) in 1996, and 83 (71.6%) in 1997.
However their proportion in the total number of
applications (1992-1997) has slightly decreased.
But the number of foreign applications has
increased (both in 1996 and in 1997 it was 33),
as well as their proportion in the total humber of
applications.

15. tabula
Table 15

Dizainparaugu patentpieteikumu kopskaits
Design applications - Total

No tiem - Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumi
Including domestic applications
Procentos no kopskaita

% of the total

Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumi

Foreign applications

Procentos no kopskaita

% of the total

Izsniegti dizainparaugu patenti
Granted design patents

Spéka esoso dizainparaugu patentu skaits gada beigas*

Number of valid design patents at the end of year*

DIZAINPARAUGI

1996. gada iesniegti pavisam 95, bet 1997.
gada 116 dizainparaugu patentpieteikumi. Liela
dala no tiem ir kompleksi pieteikumi, kas satur
nevis vienu, bet vairdkus dizainparaugus vai to
izpildijuma variantus, tapéc faktiskais aizsardzibai
pieteikto dizainparaugu skaits ir lielaks, proti, 1996.
gada pavisam 143, bet 1997. gadad 251 objekts.
Salidzinot ar iepriekSéjiem gadiem, redzams, ka
pieteikumu skaits palicis apméram taja pasa limeni,
kas liecina par zinama méra nostabilizéjosos intere-
si par $o rlpnieciska ipasuma veidu. No iesniegta-
jiem pieteikumiem vairums ir Latvijas izcelsmes -
1996. gada 62 (65,3%), bet 1997. gada 83
(71,6%), taCu to ipatsvars kopéja pieteikumu skaita
(1992.-1997. gads) ir nedaudz samazingjies.
Toties palielinajies arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumu
skaits (gan 1996., gan 1997. gadad - 33) un to
ipatsvars kopéja pieteikumu skaita.

Dizainparaugu aizsardziba Latvijas Republika 1996.-1997. gada
Protection of Industrial Designs in Latvia 1996-1997

1996 1997
95 116

62 83
65,3% 71,6%
33 33
34,7% 28,4%
138 96
306 390

* Spéka esoso dizainparaugu kopskaita ietverti ari 1992.-1995. gada parregistrétie dizainparaugi.

* Including re-registered designs of 1992-1995.

The thematic range of applications is quite
diverse. Applications for protection of very different
objects have been filed, both — three—-dimensional
(models) and two—dimensional (drawings). We have
to admit that among the design applications filed in
1996 and 1997 there are few products correspond-
ing to the classic industrial design conception —
means of transportation, machine-tools, instru-
ments and equipment. This tendency has been
influenced by the present situation in Latvia's indus-
try. There are many applications related to toys,
equipment and glass—cases for trade and exhibi-
tions, samples of packaging for foodstuffs (including
candies) and elements of public services and
amenities. There are also applications for the pro-
tection of wooden armchairs, wooden toys, traffic

Pieteikumu tematiskais loks ir visai daudzvei-
digs, aizsardzibai pieteikti loti dazadi objekti — gan
telpiski (modeli), gan plakani (zimé&umi). Ir gan
jaatzist, ka starp 1996. un 1997. gada pieteikta-
jiem dizainparaugiem nav daudz klasiskai rop-
nieciska dizaina izpratnei atbilstosu izstradajumu -
transporta lidzeklu, darbmasSinu, darbariku un
aparaturas; uz So tendenci lielu iespaidu atstgj
pasreizéjais Latvijas rUpniecibas stavoklis. Toties
pieteikts daudz rotallietu, tirdzniecibas un izstazu
iekartu un vitrinu, partikas produktu (to skaita
konfekSu) iesainojumu paraugu, ka ari pilsétas
labiekartojuma elementu. Aizsardzibai pieteikti ari
koka atputas krésli, koka rotallietas, cela un infor-
mativas norades, dekorativie adas vaki, darba
apgerbi, ka arn trimarans.




No Latvijas pieteicéjiem, kuri 1996. un 1997.
gada iesniegusSi lieldku skaitu dizainparaugu
pieteikumu, var nosaukt Andri MILLERU, Ervinu
HAAS, firmas "SPRUT Industries", SIA "GUTTA
LTD.", SIA "SAKTA", SIA "LANGA", SIA "VANLIT",
SIA "BALTIJAS DZIPS". Arvalstu pieteicéju saraksta
ar vairakiem pieteikumiem atziméjami "LEGO A/S",
"KRONE AG", "BIC CORPORATION", "LINGNER+FIS-
CHER GmbH", "MERCK & CO., INC.", "ASTRA
AKTIEBOLAG".

1996. gada Latvija izdoti 138, bet 1997.
gada — 96 dizainparaugu patenti. Sobrid spéka
ir 390 dizainparaugu patenti. Ka pozitivu ten-
denci dizainparaugu aizsardzibas joma var
atzimét ari to, ka, beidzoties dizainparaugu
patentu darbibas pirmajam piecu gadu ter-
minam (pirmie dizainparaugu patentpieteikumi
Latvija tika sanemti 1992. gada), liela dala
dizainparaugu patentu ipasSnieku ir izradijusi
interesi par So patentu darbibas terminu
pagarinaSanu. No 45 dizainparaugu patentiem,
kuri izsniegti uz 1992. gada pieteiktajiem
dizainparaugiem, pagarinati 33.
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and information signs, decorative leather covers,
working clothes, and a trimaran.

Among Latvia's applicants who have filed a consid-
erable number of industrial design applications during
1996 and 1997, we might mention Andris MILLERS,
Ervin HAAS, and several companies — "SPRUT
Industries", LLC "GUTTA LTD."", LLC "SAKTA", LLC
"LANGA", LLC "VANLIT", LLC "BALTIJAS DZIPS".
Among foreign applicants who have filed more than one
application we should point out "LEGO A/S", "KRONE
AG", "BIC CORPORATION", "LINGNER+FISCHER
GmbH", "MERCK & CO., INC.", "ASTRA AKTIEBOLAG".

138 industrial design patents have been granted in
1996, and 96 patents in 1997. Altogether 390 indus-
trial design patents are in force at present. We might
point out a positive tendency in the sphere of industri-
al design protection — by the end of the first five—year
period of industrial design protection (the first industri-
al design applications were filed in 1992), many hold-
ers of industrial design patents have showed interest
in renewal of their patents. Out of the 45 industrial
design patents, that were granted on the grounds of
applications filed in 1992, 33 have been renewed.




FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

The Patent Office of the Republic of Latvia,
unlike any other state institution, ensures its
functioning by patent fees* for technical activi-
ties, such as work related to patent and trade-
mark applications and patent maintenance, as
well as payments for services — i.e. search,
consulting, sale of the official bulletin, etc. It
means that the Patent Office is a state institu-
tion, that does not live at the expense of
Latvia's tax-payers.

FINANSIALA DARBIBA

Latvijas Republikas Patentu valde atSkiriba no
jebkuras citas valsts institlcijas savu darbibu
nodrosina ar lidzekliem, kas ienemti ar patentu
nodevam* par tehnologiskajam darbibam, t.i., darbs
ar patentu un precu zimju pieteikumiem un patentu
uzturéSanu spéka, ka ari maksajumiem par pakaipo-
jumiem, t.i., mekléjumi, konsultacijas, oficiala
véstneSa realizacija u.tml. Tas nozimé, ka Patentu
valde ir valsts institlicija, kas nedzivo uz Latvijas
nodok|u maksataju rékina.

16. tabula Patentu valdes ienémumi un izdevumi 1996.-1997. gada

Table 16 Patent Office's Income and Expenditures 1996-1997
1996 1997

lenémuml (tiikst. Ls)

Income (thousands LVL)

Patentu nodevas

Patent fees 292,4 327,0

Pakalpojumi

Services 34,7 35,3

Pavisam ienémumi

Income - subtotal 327,1 362,3

No iepriek§€jo gadu uzkrajumiem izlietoti *

Used from reserves of previous years * 26,0 7,0

Kopa

Total 353,14 369,3

lemaksa valsts budZeta

Payment to the state budget 109,6 110,1

Izdevuml Patentu valdes darbibas nodroina&anal lzdevuml darbibas

Expenditures to ensure Patent Office’s functioning nodroginaganal

Atalgojumi .

Salaries 97,0 116,9

Darba devéja socialad nodok|a iemaksas

Social taxes paid by employer 37,2 32,7

Komandé&jumi un dienesta braucieni

Business trips 12,8 15,2

Pakalpojumu apmaksa

Payment for services 47,8 52,7

Kustamie un nekustamie ipasumi

Movables and immovables 22,6 21,0

Materialu, energoresursu, tdens un inventara iegade .

Purchase of materials, energy supplies, water and implements 12,3 15,0

Biedru naudas iemaksas starptautiskajam organizacijam 1996. gads

Payment of dues to international organizations 6,0 57

Dazadi

Miscellaneous 7.8 -

Pavisam

Total 243,5 259,2

* Lai segtu finansu iztrikumu, Patentu valdes darbibas nodrosinasanai

1996. un 1997. gada izmantoti lidzekli no iepriek$€jo gadu uzkrajumiem.

* In order to cover the financial deficit, the reserves of the previous
years were used to ensure Patent Office's functioning.

* All European countries, USA , Japan and other countries have patent
fees, but not state fees, as is the case in the Republic of Latvia.

1997, gads

* Visas Eiropas valstis, ASV, Japana u.c. ir patentu nodevas, bet ne
valsts nodevas, k& tas ir Latvijas Republika.
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Patentu valde no saviem ienémumiem 30

procentus iemaksa valsts budzeta, ar ko ta
batiski atSkiras no citu valstu patentu iestadém,
kuru riciba paliek visi ienemtie lidzek|i vai ari
iemaksa savas valsts budZzetd neparsniedz 12
procentus. So patentu iestazu ricibd esoSie
lidzek|i atSkiriba no Latvijas Patentu valdes
lidzekliem nav saistiti ar valsts budZetu, to
sadalijums netiek reglamentéts un ir vienigi
patentu iestades kompetence.
Lidzekli, kas paliek Patentu valdes riciba, ievero-
jot arvien pieaugo$as izmaksas vairakas izdevu-
mu grupas, pieméram, sakaru pakalpojumi, poli-
grafija, telpu un zemes noma, zemes nodoklis,
tehnikas apkalposana, ka arl nepiecieSamibu
regulari atjaunot, modernizét un paplasinat
datoru parku, ir nepietiekami.

Patentu valde ir sagatavojusi un iesniegusi
projektu par izmainam patentu nodevas, taja
skaita iziidzinot nodevu lielumu nacionalajiem un
arvalstu pieteicéjiem. Sakara ar to, ka, atskiriba
no citdm patentu iestadém, kur patentu nodevu
noteikdana ietilpst patentu iestades vaditaja
kompetencé, Latvija patentu nodevas nosaka
Ministru kabinets, to pienems$ana ir pietiekami
sarezgita.

Darba alga Patentu valdé atskaites gados vei-
doja attiecigi 27,5 un 31,7 procentus no
kopéjiem izdevumiem. Sis raditajs ir ieveérojami
zemaks par darba algas dalu izdevumos citas
patentu iestades.

Sakara ar patentu un precu zimju dokumenta-
cijas automatizétas apstrades talaku piln-
veidodanu un attistibu 1998. gada nepiecieSami
ievérojami lidzek|i datoru parka papildinasanai
un modernizacijai.

The Latvian Patent Office deducts 30% of its
income to the state budget, thus differing consider-
ably from other Patent Offices that have their entire
income at their own disposal, or deduction to the
state budget does not exceed 12 percent. The
funds that are at the disposal of other Patent
Offices, unlike the funds of Latvian Patent Office,
are not related to the state budget, their distribution
is not regulated, and remains entirely within the
competence of the respective Patent Office.

The funds remaining at the disposal of the
Latvian Patent Office are insufficient, considering
the continually growing expenditures in several sub-
divisions, e.g., communications, printing and pub-
lishing, lease of land and premises, land tax, ser-
vicing of equipment, as well as the necessity to
update, modernize and enlarge the stock of com-
puters.

The Patent Office has drafted and submitted for
consideration to the competent authorities changes
in the patent fees, that provide for equalization of
fees for domestic and foreign applicants. The adop-
tion of such changes is quite complicated, as the
amount of patent fees is fixed by the Cabinet of
Ministers in Latvia, unlike other countries, where
patent fees are within the competence of the head
of the respective Patent Office.

Salaries constituted 27.5 and 31.7 per cent of
the total Patent Office's expenses in the years of
review. This proportion is considerably smaller than
the ratio of salaries in other Patent Offices.

Due to further development of the system for
automated processing of patent and trademark
documents considerable funding will be neces-
sary for extension and modernization of the stock
of computers.




INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

The Republic of Latvia is a member state of 7
international conventions, treaties and agreements
pertaining to industrial property protection. The
obligations resulting from these conventions,
treaties and agreements are performed by the
Patent Office of the Republic of Latvia.

The Republic of Latvia, that is a member state of
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
and an associated member state of the European
Patent Organization (EPO), is represented at the offi-
cial meetings of these organizations, e.g., WIPO
General Assembly and Budget Committee, and
Administrative Council of the European Patent
Organization, by the leaders of the Patent Office.

The employees of the Patent Office participate in the
conferences, symposiums and seminars organized by
the above mentioned organizations on a regular basis.

Cooperation with the Patent Offices of Sweden,
Austria, Germany, Lithuania and Estonia has been
continued within the framework of previously con-
cluded bilateral agreements.

Exchange of specialists, as well as official, nor-
mative and methodical materials was also carried
on under the cooperation agreements.

Regional Industrial Property Programme (RIPP)
Coordination Meeting was held in Riga in June
1996, that was attended by heads of 11 Patent
Offices from Central and Eastern Europe, coordina-
tors of the Programme, as well as officials and spe-
cialists from the European Union, European Patent
Office and Benelux Trademark Office.

In March 1997, when taking a look back to the
first five years since the implementation of the
national system for industrial property protection, a
meeting was held in Riga where heads of the WIPO,
EPO, and the Patent Offices of Germany, Sweden,
Austria, Lithuania and Estonia participated.

The Latvian Patent Office cooperates also with
the Patent Offices of Switzerland, Finland, Norway,
USA and Japan, by exchange of specialists or mate-
rials, thus giving our staff members an opportunity
to improve their professional qualification in these,
rich in traditions, Patent Offices.

The Latvian Patent Office has close contacts with the
International Association of Industrial Property Protection
and the International Trademarks Association. It partici-
pates in the major highly professional international meet-
ings organized by these associations.

On the initiative of the heads of the Latvian
Patent Office and the Finnish Patent Office a sug-
gestion to establish the Baltic Sea Countries
Council of the Heads of Patent Offices was dis-
cussed in Helsinki in November 1997. One of the
tasks of this Council would be coordination and
systematization of activities.
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STARPTAUTISKA
SADARBIBA

Latvijas Republika ir dalibvalsts 7 starp-
tautiskas konvencijas un noligumos rlpnieciska
ipaSuma aizsardzibas joma. Saistibas, kas izriet
no Sim konvencijam un noligumiem, izpilda
Patentu valde.

Latvijas Republiku ka Pasaules intelektuala
ipaSuma organizacijas (WIPO) dalibvalsti un
Eiropas Patentu organizacijas (EPO) asociéto
locekli $o organizaciju oficialos pasakumos,
pieméram, WIPO Generalaja asambleja un
BudzZeta komiteja, EPO Administrativaja padome,
parstav Patentu valdes vadiba.

Patentu valdes darbinieki regulari piedalas
minéto organizaciju rikotas konferencés, simpo-
Zijos un seminaros.

Agrak noslégto divpuséjo ligumu ietvaros
turpinas sadarbiba ar Zviedrijas, Austrijas,
Vacijas, Lietuvas un Igaunijas patentu iestadém.

Sadarbibas ligumu ietvaros notiek specialistu
apmaina, apmaina ar oficialiem, normativiem un
metodiskiem materialiem.

1996. gada junija Riga notika Eiropas
Patentu iestades vaditas RIPP (Regional
Industrial Property Programme) Koordinacijas
padomes darba séde, kurd piedalijjas 11
Viduseiropas un Austrumeiropas valstu patentu
iestazu vaditaji, Sis programmas koordinatori, ka
ari Eiropas Savienibas, Eiropas patentu iestades
un Beniluksa valstu precu zimju iestades vadoSie
darbinieki un specialisti.

1997. gada marta, atskatoties uz pirmajiem
pieciem darba gadiem riipnieciska Ipasuma
aizsardzibas nacionalas sistémas izveidoSana,
Riga notika sanaksme, kurd piedalijas WIPO,
EPO, Vacijas, Zviedrijas, Austrijas, Lietuvas un
lgaunijas Patentu iestazu vaditgji.

Patentu valde sadarbojas ari ar Sveices,
Somijas, Norvégijas, ASV un Japanas patentu
iestadem, apmainoties specialistiem, mate-
ridliem, tadéjadi dodot iesp&ju  musu
darbiniekiem paaugstindt savu profesionalo
kvalifikaciju $ajas tradicijam bagatajas patentu
jestades.

Patentu valde uztur cieSus sakarus ari ar
Starptautisko asociaciju par rupnieciska
ipasduma aizsardzibu un Starptautisko asociaciju
par precu zimém, piedaloties o organizaciju gal-
venajas, augsti profesionalajas starptautiskajas
sanaksmeés.

1997. gada novembri Helsinkos péc Latvijas
un Somijas patentu iestazu vaditaju iniciativas
tika apspriests jautajums par Baltijas juras val-
stu patentu iestdzu vaditaju padomes
izveidoSanu, ka vienu no darbibas mérkiem izvir-
zot darba koordinaciju un sistematizaciju.




LATVIJAS PATENTU
TEHNISKA BIBLIOTEKA

Latvijas Patentu tehniska bibliotéka (LPTB) ir
valsts nozimes zinatniska daudznozaru speciala
biblioteka. s

_LPTB meérkis ir atbalstit nacionalo izgudroju-
mu un patentu darbibu, sekmét valsts politikas
realizaciju rupnieciska TpaSuma tiesiskas
aizsardzibas joma.

~LPTB galvenie uzdevumi:

¢ iespieddarbu zinatniska apstrade, uzzinu mek-
Iéjumaparata un lokalo datu bazu veidoSana;

¢ Dbibliografisko Ilidzeklu sastadiSana un
veidoSana;

e bibliotekaro, bibliografisko un informacionalo
pakalpojumu sniegSana lasitajiem, uznémumiem
un organizacijam.

Biblioteka veido vienigo Latvijas valsts paten-
tu dokumentacijas fondu, ka ari komplekté
paréjos izdevumu veidus atbilstosi Starptautiska
liguma par patentu kooperaciju (punkts 34.1.
Dokumentu minimums) prasibam.

Bez minétd fonda vél tiek veidots Normativi
tehniskas dokumentacijas un razojumu katalogu,
Tehniskas literatlras un periodisko izdevumu un
Biznesa informacijas fonds.

Kops 1962. gada biblioteka veido patentu
dokumentacijas fondu, ievérojot patentu dar-
bibas terminus. Sis fonds ir patentu dokumenta-
cijas sistéma, kura ietver sevi:

Baltijas valstu, Skandinavijas valstu, ASV,
Lielbritanijas, Japanas, Francijas, Vacijas,
Sveices, Austrumeiropas valstu, Krievijas un citu
valstu, ka ari 3 starptautisko organizaciju, t.i.,
Eiropas Patentu organizacijas (EPO), Pasaules
intelektuala ipasuma aizsardzibas organizacijas
(WIPO) un Afrikas intelektuald ipasuma
aizsardzibas organizacijas (OAP!) materialus -
oficialos patentu biletenus, patentu dokumen-
tus, literatlru patentzinibu jautajumos un uzzinu
literatlru, t.sk. bibliografiskas un pilntekstu datu
bazes uz CD-ROM.

Skaitliska izteiksmé patentu dokumentacijas
fonds 1997. gada beigas - 16,6 miljoni eksem-
plaru. Ik gadu patentu fonds papildinas par
apméram 1,5 miljoniem vienibu. lzmantojot
fondu, ir iespéja veikt vispusigus patentu mek-
Iejumus, pieméram, numerativos, sistematiskos,
firmu, atseviSku izgudrotaju uzvardu, precu zimju
un dizainparaugu mekléjumus.

Patentu dokumentacijas nodalas specialisti
veic dazadu aspektu informativa rakstura pakalpo-
jumus, ka mekléjumus automatizétas datu bazes,
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PATENT AND TECHNOLOGY
LIBRARY OF LATVIA

Patent and Technology Library of Latvia
(LPTB) is a multi-subject special library of
national significance.

The aim of the library is to promote national
inventive and patent activities, to further the
State policy in the sphere of legal protection of
industrial property.

The main tasks of the library:

* to process scientifically the received litera-
ture, create reference tools and local databas-
es;

* to compile and publish bibliographic manuals;
* to provide library, bibliographic and informa-
tion services to readers, different enterprises,
companies and organizations.

The library is the only one that stocks Latvian
State patent documentation as well as other
types of literature under the provisions of
International Patent Cooperation Treaty (Section
34.1. The Minimum of Documentation).

Besides the above mentioned Latvian State
patent documentation collection LPTB stocks
also Collections of Standards and Product
Catalogues, Technical Literature and Business
Information.

Since 1962 the library stocks patent docu-
mentation in accordance with the duration of the
patents. This stock is a patent documentation
system that covers official patent bulletins,
patents, patent-associated literature and refer-
ence literature, including bibliographical and full
texts databases on CD-ROM of the Baltic
States, Scandinavian States, USA, Great
Britain, Japan, France, Germany, Switzerland,
East European States, Russia, and other coun-
tries, and 3 international organizations -
European Patent Organization (EPO), World
intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and
African Intellectual Property Organization
(OAPI/AIPO).

By the end of 1997 the total of patent docu-
mentation stock was approx. 16,6 million units.
Every year approx. 1,5 million units are added to
this stock. This stock provides many-sided
patent search e.g. numerative, systematic
search, search for the companies, inventor’'s
surnames, trademarks and designs.

Specialists of the Patent Documentation
Department offer various informational services,
such as searches in automated databases,
patent searches, and create bibliographic index-




es of patent documentation. Readers can
receive information on the new technologies
elaborated and introduced in the world as well
as correct representation and protection of the
goodwill of ideas and goods.

The development of intellectual property pro-
tection in Latvia is reflected in the card file
"Protection of intellectual property in Latvia".
The library users can use reading rooms in order
to read official patent bulletins of various coun-
tries and consult the reference literature.

New information technologies are used in the
readers’ service. There is a connection to
INTERNET established as well as technical
equipment provided.

The library specialists participate in the con-
sortium of library information network concern-
ing the implementation of the project on the
automation in 8 largest libraries of Latvia.

2¢

patentu meklgjumus, veido patentu dokumentaci-
jas bibliografiskos raditajus. Lasitaji var sanemt
informaciju par pasaulé izstradatam un ieviestam
jaunam tehnologijam, ka ari ideju un pre¢u “good-
will” pareizu reprezentéSanu un aizstaveSanu.

Intelektuala ipasuma aizsardzibas attistiba
un ar to saistitie jautdjumi Latvija tiek at-
spoguloti kartotéka “Intelektuala ipasuma
aizsardziba Latvija”". Apmeklétaju riciba ir lasi-
tavas, kurds var iepazities ar dazadu valstu ofi-
cialajiem patentu bileteniem un uzzinu literaturu.

Lasitaju apkalposana tiek izmantotas jaunas
informacijas tehnologijas.

Bibliotéka izveidots INTERNET pieslégums, ka
arl veikts tehniskais nodrosinajums.

Biblioteku informéacijas tiklu konsorcija
sastava bibliotékas darbinieki piedalas Latvijas
astonu lielako bibliotéku automatizacijas projek-
ta realizacija.




PATENTU VALDES STRUKTURA
STRUCTURE OF THE PATENT OFFICE

Galvena gramatvede
D. Jansone

Gramatvede
D. Svecova

Administratore
S. Kalngja
_Tehnil,(e
E. Limane

Izgudrojumu ekspertizes
nodala
Department for Examination
of Inventions

Nodalas vaditajs
Dr. G. Ramans

Galvenais eksperts
Dr. F. Grunsbergs

Galvenais eksperts
Dr. J. Ratenieks

Galvena eksperte
M. Rozenblate

Automatizacijas un
datortikla nodala
Department of Automation
and Computer Networking

Nodalas vaditaja v.
U. lesalnieks

Eksperts
A. Berzins

Eksperte
A. Rankevica

Juridiska nodala
Legal Department

Eksperte
S. Drozdovska

Eksperte
I. Liepa

Eksperts

Direktors
Z. Aumeisters

Direktora vietnieks
Juridiskas nodalas
vaditajs
G. Bolakovs

Precu zimju un
dizainparaugu nodala
Department of Trademarks
and Industrial Designs

Nodalas vaditaja
D. Liberte

Nodalas vaditaja vietnieks
N. Lamsters

Galv. eksperts, padomnieks
J. Ancttis

Galvena eksperte
M. Kapostina

Eksperte
M. Egle

Eksperte
K. Kropa

Eksperte
A. Briede

Starptautisko precu zimju
sektors
Section of International
Marks

Sektora vaditaja
B. Graube

Galvena eksperte
L. Rinka

* neletilpst Patentu valdes sastava

Apelacijas padome*
Board of Appeal*

Priekssédétajs
G. Polakovs

Locek!i

Valsts Registru un
dokumentacijas nodala
Department of State
Registers and Documentation

Nodalas vaditaja
Dr. M. Strautzele

Galvena eksperte
D. Geidane

Galvena eksperte
. Braslina

Eksperte
A. Dislere

Eksperte
l. Kalnina

Informacijas un redakcijas
nodala
Department for Information
and Editorship

Nodalas vaditajs
Dr. M. Geidans

Galvenais 9ksperts
Dr. U. Smits

Galvena eksperte
R. Lace

Eksperts

* outside the framework of the Patent Office
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