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PATENT OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

IEVADS

Latvijas Patentu valde aizvadijusi 8 darba gadus.
Noslédzies ari kartgjais divgadu cikls (1998.-1999.),
kad, sekojot tradicijai, par $adu laika posmu dodam
valdes darba analitisku apskatu.

Runajot par 30 laika posmu, jasak ar to, ka nav
istenojusies prognoze par iesniegto pieteikumu skaitu
izgudrojumu patentu un pre¢u zimju apliecibu
sanems&anai. Kop$ 1999. gada vérojama pat tendence
pieteikumu skaitam samazinaties. Ja 1998. gada kvan-
titativie raditaji kopuma palika 1997, gada limeni, tad
1999. gada tie ievérojami atpalka no 1998. gada
pieteikumu skaita. Par 105 pieteikumiem mazak
iesniegti dokumenti izgudrojumu aizsardzibai, par 45 -
dizainparaugu un par 860 pieteikumiem mazak precu
un pakalpojumu zimju aizsardzibai. Vienlaikus
samazinajusies, salidzinajuma ar 1998. gadu, ari
pienemtie Iémumi par izgudrojumu, dizainparaugu un
predu (pakalpojumu) zimju aizsargajoso dokumentu —
patentu un registracijas apliecibu — izsnieg$anu.

Saja sakariba jakonstaté, ka zinatnisko pétijumu,
tehnisko izstrazu, ka arl razo$anas apjoms ir nepie-
tiekams, lai reali ietekmé&tu patentu un precu zimju
pieteikumu skaita pieaugumu. Tapat vél lidz Sim ir
daudz gadijumu, kad interesanti tehniski risinadjumi, ka
arf pre¢u un pakalpojumu zimes, nezindsanas vai
nevéribas dé| paliek bez tiesiskas aizsardzibas. Tas
liecina par nepietiekamam zinasanadm rdpnieciska
ipasuma aizsardzibas joma visplasaka specialistu un
citu darbinieku loka. Kaut ari Patentu valde ir zinama
méra atbildiga par nepietiekamu izskaidrosanas darbu
sabiedriba par rOpnieciska Tpasuma aizsardzibas
nozimigumu, tomér uzskatu, ka daudz aktivak Sis
darbs bitu javeic Rapnieciskd ipasuma aizsardzibas
starptautiskds asociacijas Latvijas Nacionalajai grupai
un Latvijas Patentpilnvaroto asociacijai.

Saja jautajuma pagajusaja gada pirmos nopietnos
solus spérusi Patentu valde. Kopigi ar Latvijas
Tirdzniecibas un rdpniecibas kameru (LTRK) tas
regionalajas nodalas izveidoti, ja t4 drikst nosaukt,
nelieli Patentu valdes “atbalsta punkti”. Sajas LTRK
regionalajas nodalas izvietoti normativie un metodiskie
materiali par ripnieciska jpasuma aizsardzibas jautaju-
miem. Patentu valdes specialisti plano regulari apmek-
let &is LTRK regionalas nodalas, lai sniegtu konsultaci-
jas un palidzibu $o regionu specialistiem un citiem
interesentiem.

Realu palidzibu rpnieciska TpaSuma aizsardzibas
nozimiguma izskaidrosana plasakai sabiedribai saistu ar
nesen nodibinato (Patentu valde ir tas lidzdibinataja)
Intelektuala Tpaduma un inovaciju akadémiju. Ticu, ka ne
tikai izskaidrodanas darbs, bet arf tehniskas izstrades un
eksperimentalie darbi, kuri tiks veikti Akadémijas ietva-
ros, pozitivi ietekmés patentu un precu zimju pieteiku-
mu iesniegumu skaitu Patentu valdé.

INTRODUCTION

The Latvian Patent Office has been functioning for
eight years now. Another two-year period (1998-1999)
has come to an end, and by tradition we are giving an
analytical report on the Patent Office's work during this
period.

In relation to this period we should first mention that
we have not received the anticipated number of applica-
tions for invention patents and trademark registration.
The number of applications has been displaying a ten-
dency towards decrease since 1999. While the quantita-
tive indices of 1998 were basically the same as in 1997,
the figures for 1999 were considerably lower as com-
pared to 1998. The number of applications for the pro-
tection of inventions has decreased by 105, for the pro-
tection of industrial designs — by 45 and for the protec-
tion of trade and service marks — by 860. At the same
time the number of granted documents for the protec-
tion of inventions, industrial designs and trade (service)
marks — patents and registration certificates - has also
decreased as compared to 1998.

We have to admit that the volume of scientific
research, technical developments and production is
insufficient to influence the increase of the number of
patent and trademark applications. On many occasions
interesting technical solutions, or trade and service
marks do not get legal protection due to ignorance or
negligence. This.is indicative of insufficient knowledge in
the sphere of industrial property protection among spe-
cialists and other workers. Although Latvian Patent
Office is partly responsible for insufficient explanatory
work among the general public about the significance of
industrial property protection, | believe that Latvian
National Group of AIPPI (Interational Association for the
Protection of Industrial Property) and Latvian Association
of Patent Attorneys should participate in this work much
more actively.

The first significant steps in this sphere have been
made by the Patent Office last year. In cooperation with
the Latvian Chamber of Commerce and industry (LCCh)
the Patent Office has formed something like “support
centres” at the LCCI regional offices all over Latyia.
Normative and methodological documents concerning
industrial property protection are available at the‘LCCI
regional offices. The Patent Office experts are going 10
visit these centres on a regular basis to consult spec_lal-
ists and other interested persons in the respective
regions.

| expect that considerable assistance in explaining
the significance of industrial property protection might be
rendered by the recently founded Academy of
Intellectual Property and Innovation (Patent Office is one
of the co-organizers). | believe that the explanatory work,
as well as the technical developments and experimental
work performed within the framework of the Academy
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will have a positive impact on the number of patent and
trademark applications filed with the Patent Office.

However, the most important factor, that can influ-
ence the number of patent and trademark applications, is
the economic development of the state, i.e. scientific,
technological and industrial development. | believe that
we shall see the positive results of this development in
the near future.

Looking back to the professional work of the Patent
Office during the period of review, | am happy to say that
it has been of good standard. This point of view has been
confirmed by many highly professional foreign specialists
in this field. | believe that their estimation is true, as the
laws and regulations of Latvia, in particular in the sphere
of industrial property protection, are in full compliance
with the requirements of the European Union and the
World Trade Organization, and these laws and regula-
tions are being implemented according to the practices
of other - rich in traditions — patent offices. Despite this
evaluation of the Patent Office's work, | do not mean to
say that we can be satisfied with our achievements. |
fully understand that we have a long way to go until we
reach the level of professional qualification and practical
experience of those patent offices that have been func-
tioning for 100 years or more, and that employ many spe-
cialists who have received specialized education in this
field, and who have working experience of 25 years or
even more, but we are heading for this aim and each
year of work attests to it. | would like to express my sin-
cere gratitude once again to the heads and specialists of
the World Intellectual Property Organization, European
Patent Organization, Patent Offices of Austria, Germany,
Switzerland, Japan, USA, Norway, Sweden and other
countries for the opportunities offered to us and for the
assistance rendered to help the specialists of Latvian
Patent Office improve their professional skills.

Besides taking care of improving the knowledge
and skills of the Patent Office's staff, we should also see
to it that the general public is more thoroughly informed
about the role of intellectual, and in particular, industrial,
property protection in economy, as well as help every
person interested in this field to obtain the necessary
knowledge. The Patent Office should take the initiative
and organize short-term training courses and seminars. |
think that the previously mentioned Academy of
Intellectual Property and Innovation could also take part
in this. However, most of the work and responsibility for
preparing highly qualified specialists in the field of intel-
lectual {industrial) property will be undertaken by the
newly organized Riga Graduate School of Law, University
of Latvia and the Institute of International Affairs of the
University of Latvia. | hope that we will finally persuade
the heads of these educational establishments to work
out the respective curricuia.

Training of judges is still a very topical problem. It is
common knowledge that the number of cases concern-
ing patent and trademark disputes examined by courts
is growing (and, no doubt, will continue growing).
Despite the efforts of the Patent Office and the assis-
tance rendered by several international and national
organizations, there are very few judges in Latvia, who
have sufficient knowledge to be able to try cases in the

Un tomér galvenais faktors, kas reali varétu
ietekmét patentu un precu zimju pieteikumu skaita
pieaugumu, ir un paliek valsts ekonomiskéa, tas ir,
zinatnes, tehnikas un razosanas, attistiba. Ticu, ka jau
tuvakaja laika més redzésim Sis attistibas pozitivas
sekas.

Atskatoties uz Patentu valdes profesionéalo dar-
bibu apskatamaja laika posma, gribu teikt, ka ta tika
veikta kvalitativi, par ko liecina daudzu arvalstu Saja
joma augsti profesionalu specialistu izteiktie viedokli.
Domaju, ka vinu véertéjums ir patiess, jo Latvijas
normativie akti, pirmkéart, rdpnieciskd TpaSuma
aizsardzibas joma, ir atbilstosi Eiropas Savienibas un
Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacijas prasibam, ka arl
to Tstenosana dzivé notiek atbilstosi tradicijam bagato
Patentu iestdZzu praksei. lzsakot Sadu veértéjumu
Patentu valdes specialistu darbam, nekada gadijuma
neuzskatu, ka varam bGt apmierinati ar sasniegto. Lot
labi saprotu, ka lai sasniegtu profesionalo
sagatavotibu un darba praksi, kada ir Patentu
iestddém, kas pastav jau 100 un vairdk gadus ar tajas
stradajosiem, pie tam speciadlu izglitibu guvusiem
specialistiem, kam 25 un vairédk gadu stazs, mums vél
ir tals cel$ ejams, bet més meérktiecigi uz to ejam, un
katrs nostradatais gads to apliecina. Saja sakariba
vélos kartgjo reizi apliecinat savu pateicibu Pasaules
intelektuala Tpasuma organizacijas, Eiropas Patentu
organizacijas, Austrijas, Vacijas, Sveices, Japanas,
ASV, Norvégijas, Zviedrijas un vairaku citu valstu
Patentu iestazu vaditajiem un specialistiem par dota-
jam iespéjam un sniegto palidzibu Patentu valdes
specialistu profesionalaja izaugsme.

Paraléli ripém par Patentu valdes darbinieku
nepéartrauktu bagatindSanu ar jaundm zindSanam un
iemanam, ir japanak, lai notiktu ne tikai plasaka
sabiedribas informé&sana par intelektuala, pirmkart,
ripnieciska, TpaSuma lomu ekonomika un ta
aizsardzibu, bet lai batu ari iespéja visiem, kas par to
intereséjas, apgut $aja joma nepiecieSamas zinasanas.
Seit iniciativa, organizéjot Tslaicigus kursus un semi-
narus, jauznemas Patentu valdei, k& ari, domaju, So
pienakumu varétu veikt jau pieminétd Intelektuala
ipasuma un inovaciju akadémija. Protams, ka galvena
loma un atbildiba kvalificétu specialistu sagatavo$ana
intelektuala (rapnieciska) Tpasuma joma bas jaunajai
Juridiskajai augstskolai, Latvijas Universitatei, ka ari
LU Starptautisko attiecibu instititam. Gribu ticét, ka
minéto maéacibu iestdzu vaditdjus mums beidzot
izdosies paérliecinat par nepiecieSamibu izstradat
attiecigas méacibu programmas un tas istenot.

Runajot par specialistu sagatavo$anu, joprojam
loti aktuals ir jautajums par tiesneSu apmacibu. Nav
noslépums, ka paképeniski pieaug (un noteikti pieaugs
turpmak!) patentu stridu un preu zimju lietu
izskatiSana tiesds. Neskatoties uz Patentu valdes
palém un vairdku starptautisku un atsevisku valstu
organizaciju palidzibu, Sobrid Latvija ir neliels skaits
tiesnesu, kuriem ir atbilstoSas zinasanas, lai izskatitu
lietas rUpnieciska ipasuma joma. TiesneSu korpusam,
kuri bdtu labi sagatavoti $o specifisko lietu izskatisana,
ievérojami japaplasinds un, galvenais, jabat profe-
sionali labi sagatavotiem. Pretéja gadijuma rodas
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tiesas k|adas, kas negativi atsaucas uz rapnieciska
ipaduma aizsardzibas sistémas prestizu. TiesneSu
sagatavo$ana, ka ari sistematiska vinu kvalifikacijas
paaugstina$and més pamatoti ceram uz arvalstu orga-
nizaciju palidzibu un atbalstu.

Pagajudaja gada Latvijas Zinatnu akadémija,
piedaloties Patentu valdei, sagatavoja informaciju
Internetd par Latvija raditiem izgudrojumiem un
vairakiem pazistamiem izgudrotajiem. Kaut ari $i majas
lapa dod pietiekami plasu ieskatu izgudrojumu joma
Latvija, ka arl nedaudz informacijas par Patentu valdi,
tadu pilnvértigas Patentu valdes majas lapas izveide ir
neatliekams uzdevums.

Runajot par izgudrojumiem, ka arl nedaudz
atgriezoties pie agrak izteiktdm domam par patentu
pieteikumu skaita pieaugumu, uzskatu, ka ir pienacis
laiks izveidot Latvijas lzgudrotaju asociaciju.
Asociacijas ietvaros varétu apmainities domam gan
jaunie izgudrotdji, gan izgudrotaji ar stazu, tadéjadi
savstarpéji bagatinoties, un, varbat, radit jaunas idejas
un ieceres, ka an kopigi meklét iespéjas so ieceru
isteno$ana. Asociacija varétu bat arl batisks faktors
studentu un jaunu specialistu iesaistidana “izgud-
ro$anas noslépumos un proceséd”. Vélreiz pieminot
Intelektuala pasuma un inovaciju akadémiju, uzskatu,
ka palidzét Latvijas lzgudrotaju asociacijas izveido$ana
un veicinat tas uzdevumu istenoSanu ir viens no 1as
tuvakajiem uzdevumiem.

Sadarbibd ar Latvijas Zinatnu akadémiju 1999.
gada tika sekmigi istenots projekis “Labéakais ar paten-
tu aizsargatais Latvijas izgudrojums”. Konkurss deva
pietiekami pladu, un, galvenais, pozitivu rezonansi
sabiedriba, ka rezultatd esam nolémusi sadarbibu ar
Zinatnu akadémiju turpinat, pamatoti uzskatot, ka $adi
pasakumi veicina izgudro$anas aktivitates valsti.

1998. gada Patentu valde ar informaciju par rap-
nieciska ipaSuma aizsardzibas iespéjam Latvija
piedalijas Pasaules izstadé Lisabona (Portugéle). Si
informacija izraisija pietiekami dzivu interesi starp
Latvijas ekspozicijas apmeklétajiem, kas parstavéja
ripnieciskos uznémumus un zinatniskas organizacijas.
lzstades un lidzigus pasakumus Patentu valde turp-
mak izmantos vél pladak, lai informétu arvalstu orga-
nizacijas un specialistus par prasibam un iespéjam
aizsargat tiem piederodos ripnieciska ipasuma objek-
tus Latvija, tadéjadi labvéligi ietekméjot inovaciju pie-
saisti mdsu valst.

levérojot Patentu valdes specialistu piedalisanos
Pasaules intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas un Eiropas
Patentu organizacijas Programmu komitejas, 1999. gada
tika sagatavota Intelektuald Tpasuma attistibas un ta
aizsardzibas nodro$inasanas stratégiskas attistibas
programma valsti 2000.-2005. gadam ka konceptuals
priek$likums, kas zindma méra izrietéja no 50 starp-
tautisko organizaciju istermina un vidéjad termina
programmam un ilgtermina prognozem. Saja konceptua-
laja priekslikuma — programma ir ietverti ne tikai jautaju-
mi, kas skar rOpniecisko Tpadumu, bet arl autor- un
blakustiesibas, globalie informacijas tikli un sabiedriska
diplomatija, apmaéciba un vairaki citi jautajumi, kuru
istenoSana kopuma varétu dot batisku ieguldijumu
valsts ekonomika un tas attistiba.

field of industrial property. The corps of judges that
would be well prepared to deal with these specific cases
should be expanded considerably, but first and foremost
they must have adequate professional training.
Otherwise judicial errors may happen, that would have a
negative influence on the reputation of the system of
industrial property protection. We have good reason 1o
hope for some assistance and support from foreign orga-
nizations in training the judges and consistently improv-
ing their gualifications.

Last year the Academy of Sciences of Latvia in col-
laboration with the Patent Office published some infor-
mation on the INTERNET about inventions of Latvian ori-
gin and about some well-known inventors. Although this
site gives quite a comprehensive insight into the field of
inventions in Latvia, as well as some information con-
cerning the Patent Office, the development of Patent
Office's homepage is an urgent task.

Speaking of inventions, and returning to my previ-
ously expressed thoughts about the increase of the num-
ber of patent applications, | believe the right time has
come to organize Latvian Association of Inventors. The
Association might offer an opportunity to the young
inventors and to the more experienced ones to exchange
their opinions, that would be beneficial to all of them.
They might create new ideas and plans and together look
for the ways how to carry out their plans. The
Association could also be a significant factor in involving
students and young specialists in “the secrets and the
process of invention”. Returning to the Academy of
Intellectual Property and Innovation again, | think that one
of its tasks in the near future should be helping to orga-
nize Latvian Association of Inventors and encouraging
the accomplishment of the Association's aims.

In cooperation with the Academy of Sciences the
project “The Best Patented Latvian invention” was suc-
cessfully completed in 1999. The competition had a vast
and, most significantly, positive response in the public,
that resulted in our decision to continue our cooperation
with the Academy of Sciences, as we have good reason
to believe that such measures encourage the activity of
invention in the country.

The Patent Office of Latvia presented some
information on the possibilities of industrial property
protection in Latvia at the EXPO'98 exhibition in
Lisbon (Portugal). This information caused keen inter-
est among the visitors of Latvia's exhibition — repre-
sentatives of industrial enterprises and scientific orga-
nizations. The Patent Office is planning to take advan-
tage of exhibitions or similar activities to inform for-
eign organizations and specialists about the require-
ments and possibilities to protect their industrial prop-
erty objects in Latvia, thus attracting innovations to
this country.

Considering the participation of Patent Office’s spe-
cialists in the work of the Program Committees of the
World Intellectual Property Organization and the European
Patent Organization, the Strategic Development Program
for Ensuring Intellectual Property Development and
Protection in 2000-2005 was drafted in 1999 as a concep-
tual proposal. This proposal was to a certain extent derived
from the short-term and medium-term programs and long-
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term prognosis of these international organizations. This
conceptual proposal — program deals not only with indus-
trial property, but also with copyright and neighbouring
rights, global information networks and public diplomacy,
training and other issues, that, taken as a whole, could give
a significant contribution to the national economy and its
development. We are now waiting for the respective min-
istries to express their opinion on this conceptual propos-
al, that would allow to develop and to carry out practicable
short-term and medium-term programs. Besides a coordi-
nator for all this work has to be appointed.

Unfortunately | have to mention also a negative fac-
tor that considerably hinders Patent Office's development.
Due to the decision taken by the Cabinet of Ministers in
1993 on the financing of the Patent Office from the pay-
ments it received for industrial property protection — just
like in many other countries (although these payments
were labelled “state fees” in Latvia, unlike other coun-
tries), we were able to perform the tasks set by the WIPO
and to become part of the common industrial property pro-
tection system of the European countries. Bigger and big-
ger investments were necessary in order to cope with the
growing amount of current tasks, and to remain an equal
partner among other European countries in the field of
industrial property protection. Nevertheless, the Patent
Office's funds were included in the state budget, thus
drastically reducing the available resources, although the
Patent Office's funding was in no way related to the bud-
get (money received from tax-payers), and consequently
radically limiting the prospects of Patent Office's develop-
ment, and even putting at risk the performance of its cur-
rent tasks. | would still like to believe that the experience
of many Patent Offices from the whole world will con-
vince the administration of the respective Latvian organi-
zations that the previously mentioned payments are not
state fees, and that the Patent Office of Latvia has the right
to use these resources to full extent according to its
needs.

The tasks lying ahead of us in the sphere of industri-
al property protection are manifold and significant.
Nevertheless, appraising the achievements of the previ-
ous years, that have resulted in the formation of a viable
National system for industrial property protection, which is
in full compliance with the respective international require-
ments and practices, | would like to express my firm con-
viction that the specialists of the Patent Office will cope
with these tasks, thus further developing and consolidat-
ing this system.

Z. Aumeisters,
Director

Sobrid $is konceptualais priek3likums gaida
attiecigo ministriju viedokli un realu istermina un vidégja
termina programmu izstradi un isteno$anu, ka ari visa
§7 darba koordinatora nozimésanu.

Nedrikstu nepieminét vienu negativu faktoru, kas
butiski kavé Patentu valdes attistibu. Tikai pateicoties
tam, ka 1993. gada Ministru kabinets pienéma lemu-
mu par Patentu valdes finansésanu no tas ienému-
miem par veiktajam darbibam rapnieciska ipaduma
aizsardzibad (Latvija atSkirlba no citam valstim Sie
maksajumi tiek kvalificéti ka valsts nodevas!), ka tas ir
daudzas citas valstis, més vargjam sekmigi veikt visus
WIPO uzdevumus un pilniba iek|auties kopéja Eiropas
valstu rlpnieciskd ipasuma aizsardzibas sistéma.
Sekmiga aizvien pieaugoso aktudlo uzdevumu
veik8ana un attistiba, lai arl turpmak més batu
lidztiesigi partneri Eiropas valstu saimé rdpnieciska
ipaSuma aizsardzibas joma, prasa aizvien lielaku
lidzeklu ieguldijumu. Tacu 1999. gada Patentu valde
atkal tika ieklauta budZeta, tadéjadi stipri ierobezojot
tai pieejamos lidzek|us, kuriem nav nekada sakara ar
budzeta lidzekliem {(nodoklu maksataju naudu), un lidz
ar to ne tik vien krasi ierobezojot Patentu valdes
attistibas iespéjas, bet pat apdraudot aktualo uzdevu-
mu veiksanu. Tomér ticu, ka pasaules valstu Patentu
iestazu pieredze parliecinas attiecigo Latvijas organiza-
ciju vaditajus, ka sie maksajumi nav valsts nodevas un,
ka Sos ienémumus Patentu valde pilna méra ir tiesiga
izmantot tai nepiecieSamaja apméra.

Uzdevumu, kas javeic rupnieciska Tpasuma
aizsardzibas joma, ir daudz un atbildigi. Tomeér
izvértéjot iepriek$éjo gadu darbu, ka rezultatd izveido-
ta dzivotspéjiga rQpnieciskd ipasuma aizsardzibas
nacionalad sistéma, kas pilna méra atbilst attiecigajam
starptautiskajam prasibam un praksei, atlaujos izteikt
parliecibu, ka Patentu valdes specialisti veiks 3os
uzdevumus, tadéjadi talak attistot un nostiprinot o
sistému.

Z. Aumeisters,
direktors
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AKTUALAKA
PROBLEMA - MACIBA
PAR RUPNIECISKA
IPASUMA TIESIBAM

P&déjos divos gados Latvija tika pabeigta tas
ripnieciska Tpasuma aizsardzibas likumu normu
saskanosana ar Eiropas Savienibas normativajiem
aktiem un Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacijas
Vienosanas par intelektuala jpasuma tiesibu aspek-
tiem saistiba ar tirdzniecibu (TRIPS ligums) prasibam.
Lidz ar to varam konstatét, ka $aja laika posma prin-
cipa pabeigta ari tadas rUpnieciska IpaSuma tiesiskas
aizsardzibas sistémas izveidosana, kuras pamati pil-
nigd méra atbilst starptautiskajds konvencijas un
vieno8anas noteiktajiem rdpnieciskd Tpasuma
tiesiskas aizsardzibas pamatiem.

Bez iepriekdminéta $ads secingjums balstas vél
arl uz to, ka paS8laik Latvija ir visi Sai sistémai
nepiecieSamie elementi, proti: tiesiskie prieks-
noteikumi (t.i., noteikts normativo aktu kopums),
administrativais mehanisms rapnieciska ipasuma
tiesibu iegUSanai un uzturésanai sp€ka (Patentu
valde, patentu pilnvaroto institlts, LPV Apelécijas
padome), pietiekami iedarbigi tiesiskie lldzek|i miné-
to tiesibu realizacijas nodrosinasanai (LPV Apelacijas
padome, tiesu sistéma).

1998. gada beigas Latvijas Satversme tika
papildinata ar 8. nodalu "Cilvéka pamattiesibas”.
Salidzinadjuma ar 1991. gada konstitucionalo likumu
Cilvéka un pilsona tiesibas un pienakumi Satversmes
8. nodala paplasinadja noradi uz aizsargajamajiem
intelektuala ipaSuma tiesibu veidiem: tas 113. p. lidz
ar autortiesibam tagad min ari patenttiesibas: “Valsts
atzist zinatniskas, makslinieciskas un citddas jaun-
rades brivibu, ka ari aizsarga autortiesibas un patent-
tiesibas.”

Pé&c Patentu valdes ierosindjuma un sagatavota-
jiem likumprojektiem 1998.-1999. gadad tika
pienemts Pusvaditaju izstraddjumu topogréfiju
aizsardzibas likums {pienemts 12.03.98, stajies
spéka 30.04.98) un Likums par precu zimém un
geografiskas izcelsmes norddém  (pienemts
16.06.99, stajies spéka 15.07.99). Abu likumu
pamatéa ir attiecigas ES direktivas un TRIPS liguma
noteikumi. Raksturojot jauno likumu par precu
zimém, jauzsver, ka, atskiribba no iepriekséja, tas
jetver divas jaunas nodalas: par pre¢u zimju starp-
tautisko registraciju un Jeografiskas izcelsmes
noradem.

Nevar nepieminét, ka $ajos gados Latvijas nor-
mativo aktu krajums tika papildinats ar daziem citiem
normativajiem aktiem, kuri tiesi vai netiesi attiecas uz
rapnieciska Tpasuma tiesisko aizsardzibu, un proti:
Informacijas atklatibas likums (pienemts 29.10.98,
stajies spéka 20.11.98), kur$ paredz atseviSkus
noteikumus par uznéméjdarbibas noslépumu
aizsardzibu; LR Ministru kabineta Noteikumi par

THE MOST TOPICAL
PROBLEM - TEACHING
ON INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY RIGHTS

During the last two years the provisions of
Latvia's laws on industrial property protection have
been harmonized with the normative acts of the
European Union and with the requirements of the
World Trade Organization's Agreement on Trade
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS). Therefore we may conclude that the forma-
tion of a national system for legal protection of indus-
trial property has been completed during the period of
review, and the system is in full compliance with the
basic principles of industrial property protection pre-
scribed by international conventions and agreements.

This conclusion, besides the above mentioned
considerations, is also based on the fact that at pre-
sent Latvia has all the elements necessary for this
system. These elements are, in particular, the legal
prerequisites (i.e. a set of normative acts), the admin-
istrative mechanism for obtaining and maintaining
industrial property rights {the Patent Office, the insti-
tution of patent attorneys, the LPO Board of Appeals),
and effective legal means for enforcement of these
rights (the LPO Board of Appeals, the system of
courts).

At the end of 1998 the Constitution of the
Republic of Latvia (Satversme) was supplemented
with Chapter 8 “Fundamental Human Rights”. As
compared to the Constitutional Law of 1991 “The
Rights and Obligations of a Citizen and a Person”,
Chapter 8 of the Constitution contains a broader ref-
erence to protectable types of intellectual property.
Article 113 besides copyright now mentions also
patent rights: “The state shall recognize the freedom
of scientific research, artistic and other creative activ-
ity, and shall protect copyright and patent rights.”

On the initiative of the Patent Office and on the
basis of the draft laws prepared by the LPO the fol-
lowing laws were passed in 1998-1999: the Law on
Protection of Topographies of Semiconductor
Products (adopted on 12.03.98, entered into force on
30.04.98) and the Law on Trademarks and Indications
of Geographical Origin (adopted on 16.06.99, entered
into force on 15.07.99). Both laws are based on the
respective EU directives and TRIPS provisions.
Speaking about the new law on trademarks it should
be pointed out that, as compared to the previous Ia\_N,
it contains two new chapters — on international regis-
tration of trademarks and on indications of geographi-
cal origin.

[t should be mentioned that during these years
the set of Latvia's normative acts has been supple-
mented with several new laws and regulations, that
are directly or indirectly related to legal protection of
industrial property, and namely, the Law on Freedom
of Information (adopted on 29.10.98, entered INt0

muitas kontroles pasakumiem intelektuala pasuma
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force on 20.11.98), that contains several provisions on
the protection of business secrets; Cabinet of
Ministers Regulations on Customs Control Measures
for the Protection of Intellectual Property (adopted on
9.02.99, entered into force on 1.07.99). In 1998 the
Competition Law of 1997 entered into force. Chapter V
“Unfair Competition and Misleading Advertising” of
this Law provides for an additional opportunity for
more effective regulation of legal relations pertaining
to the use of industrial property objects {trademarks,
trade secrets, etc.). The Criminal Law of Latvia {adopt-
ed on October 15, 1998) provides for criminal liability
for intentional disclosure of somebody else's personal
secret (Art. 144), for infringement of certain invention
rights (Art. 147), for illegal acquirement and disclosure
of economical, scientific and technical or other infor-
mation that is an official secret or a trade secret (Art.
200), illegal use and counterfeiting of somebody else's
trademark or other distinctive mark (Art. 208), for unfair
competition and misleading advertizing (Art. 211).

Latvia has had significant achievements in the
sphere of international relations in 1998-1999.

After a prolonged examination of Latvia's foreign
trade regime and of the national laws for intellectual
property protection by a special working party of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) it was finally admit-
ted in 1998 that they were in compliance with the
requirements of the WTO agreements, and the
General Council of the WTO adopted a decision on
Latvia's accession to this organization.

At the end of 1998 the following laws were
adopted and entered into force: “On the Marrakesh
Agreement  Establishing the World Trade
Organization” and “On the Protocol of Accession of
Latvia to the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the
Worl Trade Organization”. With the adoption of these
laws the provisions of the TRIPS Agreement became
applicable with respect to Latvia.

After Latvia regained its independence its acces-
sion to the WTO was natural as “Latvia has always
played a significant role in the development of region-
al trade relations — it has been like a gateway in the
trade relations between the West and the East. Latvia
has always been an active partner of international
trade.”

In connection with Latvia's accession to the
Marrakesh Agreement, it should be pointed out that in
the sphere of intellectual, as well as industrial proper-
ty protection Latvia's relations with the WTO member
states are basically governed by the TRIPS
Agreement. Therefore we should assume that some
of the previously concluded trade and free trade
agreements between Latvia and the WTO member
states have lost their significance with respect to intel-
lectual property protection, as the provisions of the
TRIPS Agreement include and particularize the provi-
sions of the said individual agreements. At the same
time the trade and free trade agreements that Latvia
has concluded with foreign countries that are not
WTO members contain provisions that in their con-
tents and in the scope of commitments differ
considerably from the provisions of the TRIPS

aizsardzibai {(pienemti 9.02.99, stajusies spéka
1.07.99). 1998. gada stajas spéeka 1997. gada
Konkurences likums, kura V nodalas "Negodiga
konkurence un maldinosa reklama” noteikumi rada
papildu iespéju efektivak regulét ar daju ripnieciska
Tpasuma objektu (prec¢u zimju, komercnoslépumu
u. tml.) izmantoSanu saistitas tiesiskas attiecibas, un
Latvijas Kriminallikums (pienemts 15.10.98), kura
paredzéta kriminalatbildiba par svesa personiska
noslépuma tisSu izpausanu (144. p.), dazu izgudroju-
ma tiesibu parkapsanu (147. p.), ekonomisko, zinat-
niski tehnisko vai citu zinu, kuras ir dienesta
noslépums vai komercnoslépums, neatlautu
iegbsanu un izpausanu (200. p.), sve8as preCu zimes
un citas atskirilbas zimes neatjautu izmantoSanu un
viltosanu (206. p.), negodigu konkurenci un
maldinodu reklamu (211. p.).

levérojami sasniegumi 1998.-1999. gada
atziméjami ari starptautisko attiecibu plaksné.

1998. gada, péc ilggadiga Latvijas aréjas
tirdzniecibas rezima, arl nacionalo intelektuala ipasu-
ma aizsardzibas likumu izskatiS8anas specialaja
Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacijas Darba grupa, tika
atzits, ka tie athilst PTO ligumu prasibdm, un PTO
Visparéja padome pienéma Iémumu par Latvijas
iestaSanos organizacija.

1998. gada beigas tika pienemti un stajas spéeka
likumi Par Marakesas ligumu par Pasaules
tirdzniecibas organizacijas izveidosanu un Par
Protokolu par Latvijas pievienoSanos MarakeSas ligu-
mam par Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacijas izvei-
dosanu. Lidz ar to attieciba uz Latviju stajas spéka ari
TRIPS liguma noteikumi.

Latvijas iestasanas PTO péc tds neatkaribas
atgUsanas bija likumsakariga, jo “Latvijai vienmer ir
bijusi liela loma tirdzniecibas sakaru attistiba regiona —
ta ir bijusi varti tirdzniecibas sakaros starp Rietumiem
un Austrumiem. Latvija vienmeér ir bijusi rosigs starp-
tautiskas tirdzniecibas partneris.”’

Sakara ar Latvijas pievienosanos Marakesas
ligumam, jaatzimé, ka intelektuald, arl rQpnieciska,
ipasuma aizsardzibas joma Latvijas savstarpéjas
attiecibas ar valstim, kas ir PTO dalibvalstis, patlaban
regulé galvenokart TRIPS ligums. Tapéc japienem, Ka
atseviski agrak noslégtie Latvijas tirdzniecibas un
brivas tirdzniecibas ligumi ar PTO dalibvalstim faktis-
ki zaudéja savu aktualitati attiecibd uz intelektuala
Tpasuma aizsardzibu, jo TRIPS liguma noteikumi
aptver un konkretizé minéto Ilgumu noteikumus. Tai
pasa laika Latvijas noslégtie tirdzniecibas un brivas
tirdzniecibas ligumi ar &rvalstim, kas nav PTO dalib-
valstis, ietver tadus noteikumus, kuri gan saturiskaja
zina, gan péc saistlbu apjoma buatiski atSkiras no
TRIPS liguma noteikumiem. Tadéjadi var secinat, ka
intelektudld, ari rUpnieciska, ipasuma aizsardzibas
joma Latvijas savstarpéjas attiecibas ar citam arval-
stim patlaban balstds uz dazadiem tiesibu un saistibu
pamatiem.

1999. gada Saeima pienémusi likumus par
Latvijas pievienosanos ar Madrides noligumu par
zimju  starptautisko  redistraciju  saistitajam
Protokolam un Precu zimju likumu harmonizacijas

'Cel$ uz nakotnes tirdznieciou. PTO — Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacija.

LR Arlietu ministrija. R., 1997, 3. lpp.
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ligumam, kuru Llatvija parakstija 1994. gada
Diplomatiskaja konferencé Zenéva.

Pieskaroties jautdjumam par ripnieciska ipaduma
tiesibu realizacijas nodrosinasanu, jamin LPV
Apelacijas padome, kura ir viens no svarigakajiem
tiesibu realizacijas nodrosindsanas sistémas elemen-
tiem. Tas darbibu raksturo sekojosi statistikas dati:

Agreement. Therefore we may conclude that in the
sphere of intellectual and also industrial property pro-
tection Latvia's relations with foreign countries are
based on different legal principles and commitments.

In 1999 the Saeima (Parliament) adopted Laws on
Latvia's accession to the Protocol Related to the Madrid
Agreement Concerning the International Registration of

1. tabula Apelacijas padomes darbiba 1997. -~ 1999. gada
Table 1  Activities of the Board of Appeal 1997 - 1999
1997 1998 1999
izgudro-  pre¢u  dizain- izgudro-  preéu  dizain- izgudro- pretu  dizain- Kopskaits
jumi zZimes  paraugi jumi zZimes  paraugi Jumi zimes  paraugi
inventions trade- industrial inventions trade- industrial inventions trade- industrial Total
marks  designs marks  designs marks  designs
1. Apelacijas
Appeals
iesniegtas
filed 5 22 - 1 26 - 1 29 - 84
izskatitas
examined 5 24 - 1 19 - 1 16 - 66
apmierinatas
satisfied 2 1" - 1 10 - - 7 - 31
noraiditas
rejected 3 13 - - 9 - 1 9 - 35
izbeigta
lietvediba
terminated - - - - 1 - - 21 - 22
I. lebildumi
Oppositions
iesniegti o
filed = 190 1 - 198 3 - 159 1 552
izskatiti - s
examined = 115 1 - 159 = = 167 = 442
apmierinati
satisfied - 71 - 188
mierizligumi
amicable - - - 10
agreements
noraiditi
rejected - 60 - 154
izbeigta
lietvediba
terminated - 28 - 90
lil. Tiesa
parsadzétie
ApP [émumi
Board of Ap-
peal Decisions
Appealed
against in
Court - 5 - 28

Tatad, aplikojot iepriek8€jo laika posmu, var
secinat, ka ripnieciska pasuma aizsardzibas joméa gati
noteikti panakumi. Tacu, neraugoties uz to, jadomé par
nakotni un arvien vél pastavo$am problémam. DaZas no
tam ir acimredzamas, pieméram, nacionalo likumu piln-
veidodana un savstarpéja saskano$ana, balstoties uz
praksi, it seviski, tiesu praksi, ka arT jaunam tendencém
starptautiskajas rapnieciskd TpaSuma tiesibas; rap-
nieciska Tpasuma tiesibu realizicijas nodrodinasana —
administrativas sistémas talaka attistiba.

Marks and to the Trademark Law Treaty, that Latvia had
signed in 1994 at the Diplomatic Conference in Geneva.

Speaking of the enforcement of industrial property
rights, we should mention the Board of Appeal of the
LPO that is one of the basic elements of the system for
enforcement of rights. The activities of the Board of
Appeals are characterized in the Table 1.

When looking back at the period of review, we
may conclude that considerable achievements ﬁave
been made in the field of industrial property protection.
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Irrespective of this, we still have to think about the
future and about the presently existing problems.
Some of them are quite obvious, like the improvement
and coordination of the national laws on the basis of
practice, in particular, court practice, and the new ten-
dencies in the field of international industrial property
rights; or — in the sphere of enforcement of industrial
property rights — further development of the adminis-
trative system.

Nevertheless, it seems that the basic problem is
to be looked for on another level, and namely, the
development of a national teaching on industrial prop-
erty rights. Although the process of development of
the national legal basis and of the administrative sys-
tem has been completed, it does not mean that the
respective national theory, teaching, doctrine has also
been developed in Latvia. Unfortunately that is not the
case. Therefore the most topical tasks in this sphere
are related to the research and generalization of the
conception of the legal character of industrial property
rights, as well as to the formation and development of
the national theoretical basis of the institute of indus-
trial property rights.

G. Polyakov
Deputy Director of LPO
Chairman of the Board of Appeals

Un tomér, Skiet, ka galvena probléma patlaban ir
cita plaksné, proti, nacionalas macibas par rdpnieciska
ipasuma tiesibam izstradadSana, jo nacionalas nor-
mativds bazes un administrativas sistémas tapsanas
procesa pabeigSana vél nenozimé, ka lidztekus tam
Latvija jau izveidojusies arl attiecigd nacionala teorija,
maéciba, doktrina. Diemzél, ta tas nav. Tapéc jauzskata,
ka aktualakie uzdevumi Sai joma tagad ir saistiti ar rap-
nieciska ipasuma tiestbu juridiskas dabas izpratnes
apkoposanu un izpéti, k& ari rlpnieciskad ipasuma
tiestbu institita naciondlas teorétiskas bazes izvei-
dosanu un attistibu.

G. Pojakovs
LPV direktora vietnieks
ApP priekssédétajs

g quanx,
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LATVIJAS PATENTU
VALDE - 80

1920 - 1940

Gadsimtu mijas un jaund gadu tdksto$a
tuvoSanas rosina ieskatities nakotné, tiek izteikti
min&jumi un prognozes, tacu ne mazak svarigi ir
atskatities pagatne, jo ritdiena balstas Sodiend, tapat
kd Sodienai ar tads sasniegumiem saknes rodamas
vakardiena. Tadé| runajot par izciliem sasniegumiem
rapnieciska pasuma aizsardziba, ko astonu gadu laika
paveikusi atjaunota Latvijas Patentu valde, sava joma
veiksmigi iek|aujoties Eiropas valstu saimé,
atcer@simies, ka 2000. gads ir apalas jubilejas, 80-tas
gadskartas atzime Latvijas rUpnieciskd Tpasuma
aizsardziba — Latvijas Republikas Patentu valdes dibi-
nasanas 80. gadskarta.

Impériju sabrukuma nosacits, gadsimta otraja
dekadé lidzigs veidojas liktenis Baltijas un
Centraleiropas tautdam. Nodibinoties neatkarigdm val-
stim, veidojas to valstiskas institlcijas, tai skaita,
nacionala rapnieciskéd Tpasuma aizsardzibas sistéma.
P&déjos divos gados savu valstu Patentu iestazu
80. jubilejas atzimi sasniegusi lgaunija, Lietuva,
Cehijas Republika, Polija. 2000. gada tam pievienojas
Latvija.

Pirmas darbibas rapnieciska TpaSuma tiesiskas
aizsardzibas joméa Latvijas Republikd sakas jau
1919. gada otraja pusé, tas ir, driz péc neatkaribas
pasludinasanas, ar likumprojekta par izgudrojumu
patentu un aizsardzibas nozimju (precu zimju) izstradi.
Saja laika jau tika sanemti pirmie patentu pieteikumi
un aizsardzibas nozimju apstiprinajuma pieprasijumi,
kuru izskatiS8ana gan vél nevaréja notikt, jo nebija
apstiprinats patentu likums.

1920. gada 5. februari ar Tirdzniecibas un
Rapniecibas ministra rikojumu tika iecelta Patentu
valde, kura saka darboties 1920. gada 9. februarl. Ta
ietilpa Finansu ministrijas rapniecibas departamenta
sastava un tas pienakumi tika formuléti sekojosi:

“Patentu valdes pienakums ir piepemt izgudroju-
mu, modeju, fabrikas ziméjumu un precu zimju
pieteikumus, rapéties par pieteikto lietu izspriesanu,
uz attiecigu lémumu pamata izsniegt patentus jau-
niem izgudrojumiem un pérlabojumiem, vest izdoto
patentu sarakstus, registrét modefus un fabrikas
zZiméjumus, izsniegt attiecigas apliecibas un vest
registréto modefu un fabrikas ziméjumu sarakstus,
registrét precu zimes, izsniegt péc izsprieSanas
attiecigas apliecibas par precu zimju lietosanas tiesibu,
vest registréto precu zimju sarakstu un izstradat liku-
mu un rikojumu projektus attieciba uz patentu lietam. ”

Pie Patentu valdes pastavéja patentu komiteja,
kura izskatija patentu pieteikumus un Iéma par paten-
ta pieskirSanu. Patentu valdi kop$ tas pastavésanas
pirmajiem gadiem lidz tds pédéjam bridim vadija
inZenieris Janis Purics.

LATVIAN PATENT
OFFICE - 80

1920 - 1940

The change of centuries as well as the approach
of the new millennium stimulates our interest in the
future. Various speculations and forecasts are voiced,
but it is equally important to look back at the past,
because tomorrow is based upon today; just like
today, with all the present achievements, has its roots
in yesterday. Therefore when we speak about the suc-
cess that the renewed Patent Office of Latvia has
achieved during the past eight years, successfully join-
ing other European countries in its field of activities,
we should keep in mind that the year 2000 is a signif-
icant landmark in the sphere of industrial property pro-
tection in Latvia — the 80th anniversary since the
Patent Office of the Republic of Latvia was founded.

Disintegration of the big empires during the sec-
ond decade of the 20th century caused many similari-
ties in the fates of the Baltic and the Central European
nations. They formed independent countries and con-
sequently also their own state institutions, including
their national systems for industrial property protec-
tion. During the last 2 years several countries have
marked the 80th anniversary of their respective Patent
Offices — Estonia, Lithuania, the Czech Republic,
Poland - and now they are joined by Latvia too.

The first activities in the sphere of legal protec-
tion of national industrial property in the Republic of
Latvia started already in the second half of 1919, i. e.
shortly after the proclamation of Latvia's indepen-
dence, with the drafting of laws on patents for inven-
tions and on trademarks. At the same time the first
patent applications and requests for trademark confir-
mation were filed. They could not be examined at that
time, as the Patent Law had not been adopted yet.

On February 5, 1920, the Patent Office was
established by order of the Minister of Trade and
Industry. It was part of the Industry Department of
the Ministry of Finance. Its duties were defined as
follows:

The Patent Office shall receive applications for
protection of inventions, models, factory drawings
and trademarks, examine the applications, grant
patents for inventions and improvements on grounds
of the corresponding decisions, maintain registers of
the granted patents, register models and factqu
drawings, issue the respective certificates and main-
tain the registers of models and factory drawings, rég-
ister trademarks, after examination issue certificates
on the right of trademark use, maintain the register of
trademarks, and draft laws and instructions pertaining
to patent matters.

There was a Patent Committee under the Patent
Office, that examined patent applications and ma_de
decisions about granting of patents. The Patent Office

-
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from the first years of its functioning to the very end
was headed by the engineer Janis Purics.

When we look how the legal basis for industrial
property protection was created at that time, we can
see similarities between our newly independent coun-
try and our neighbours as well as the Central
European countries. In the initial stages of develop-
ment the newly proclaimed Republic of
Czechoslovakia took a lot from Austrian Patent Law of
1897 and Trademark Law of 1858.

The newly formed Republic of Latvia chose a
similar course of action. In order to create the legal
grounds for industrial property protection, Russia's
former Industry Statute of 1913 was taken as a basis —
in particular, its second part that, starting with Article
69, contained provisions pertaining to patents. A num-

P ctets A+
Elonictdat depanaments
Patentu valde
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Apskatot rdpnieciska ipaduma aizsardzibas ta
laika tiesiskas bazes veidoSanu, atkal sastopamies ar
mUsu jaunas valsts liktena kopibu ar kaiminvalstim un
Centréleiropas zemém. Pieméram, tikko proklaméta
Cehoslovakijas Republika sakuma perioda parnéma
daudz ko no Austrijas 1897. gada Patentu likuma un
1858. gada Precu zimju likuma, jauna Latvijas
Republika par pamatu rlpnieciskd Tpasuma tiesiskas
bazes veidoSanai izmantoja bijudo Krievijas 1913. gada
rapniecibas nolikumu - ta otro dalu, kas, sakot ar
69. pantu, satur patentu likumus. Virkne minéta noliku-
ma pantu tika pieméroti konkrétajiem apstakliem, un
ta rezultdta 1919. gada 16. jdlija likuma kartiba tika
izdoti Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu,
modelu un preCu nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu fzdosanas kartibu, kas apstiprinati 1921. gada

ber of the Statute's articles were adapted for the cur-
rent situation, that resulted in the adoption of the
"Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure of
Granting Protection Certificates and Patents for
Inventions, Models and Trademarks” under the provi-
sions of the Law of July 16, 1919. These Amendments
were confirmed on December 22, 1921. After this date
granting of patents for the examined inventions could
be commenced.

During the years of Latvia's independence the
law was amended several times. On May 17, 1922,
the General Meeting of Latvia's Constitutional
Assembly adopted the “Law on the Amendments to
the Regulations on the Procedure of Granting
Protection Certificates and Patents for Inventions,
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22. decembri, péc kam varéja sakties izskatito izgud-
rojumu patentu izsniegsana. Neatkarigas Latvijas
pastavéSanas laika grozijumi likuma izdartti vairakkart.
1922. gada 17. maija Satversmes Sapulces kopsédé
pienemts Likums par izgudrojumu, modeju un precu
nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un patentu izdoSanas
kartibas noteikumu grozisanu. Pargrozijumi rap-
niecibas nolikuma, k& ari likuma& par izgudrojumu,
modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu izdoSanas kartibas noteikumu groziSanu -
1925. gada 19. marta. 1925. gada pienemts ari Likums
par izgudrojumu, mode/u, fabrikas ziméjumu un precu
nozimju aizsardzibu izstadés.

1926. gada 5. oktobri Latvijas Republikas
Satversmes 81. panta kartiba izdoti Noteikumi par
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starptautiski regdistréto precu nozimju aizsardzibas
iegasanu Latvijd un 1930. gada 16. janvari -
Pargrozijumi un papildingjumi noteikumos par privi-
légijam uz izgudrojumiem un parlabojumiem.

No ieprieksteiktd redzams, ka 3aja laika periodéa
tika veikts liels darbs likumu parveido$ana, piemérojot
tos attieciga laika un Latvijas valsts prasibam.

Atbilde skeptiku centieniem mazinat ta laika rap-
nieciska Tpasuma aizsardzibas institdcijas nozimi ir
fakts, ka Latvijas pievienoSanos Parizes 1883. gada
20. marta konvencijai (revid. Briselé 1900. gada
14. decembri, Vasingtona 1911. gada 2. janija) un
Madrides 1891. gada 14. aprila noligumam par precu
Zimju starptautisko registrésanu (revid. Briselé
1900. gada 14, decembri, Vadingtona 1911. gada
2. junijd) un par nepareizu precu izcelsanas vietas
apziméjumu apkarosanu {revid. Vasingtona 1911. gada
2. junija) akceptéja starptautiskas institlcijas, un ta
stajas spéka 1925. gada 20. augusta.

Models and Trademarks”. “Amendments to the
Industry Statute and the Law on the Amendments to
the Regulations on the Procedure of Granting
Protection Certificates and Patents for Inventions,
Models and Trademarks"” were adopted on March 19,
1925. "Law on the Protection of Inventions, Models,
Factory Drawings and Trademarks in Exhibitions” was
also adopted in 1925.

On October 5, 1926, “Regulations on the
Procedure for Obtaining Protection for Internationally
Registered Trademarks in Latvia” were adopted under
the provisions of Article 81 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Latvia, and on January 16, 1930,
"Revisions and Amendments to the Regulations on
Privileges to Inventions and Improvements”.

On the basis of the above mentioned facts we
can conclude that great efforts were taken to amend
the respective laws and to adapt them for the current
situation and for the needs of the Latvian State.
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Vélak Ministru kabinets noléma atsaukt Latvijas
pievienodanos Madrides noligumiem un Latvijas
pievieno$anos attiecinat tikai uz Parizes 1883. gada
20. marta konvenciju. P&c §i lemuma pazinosanas
saskana ar konvencijas 17-bis panta noteikumiem
miné&tais noligums palika spéka vél vienu gadu péc ta
uzteik$anas, t.i., lidz 1926. gada 21. decembrim.

1939. gada pirmaja pusé tika izstradats likumpro-
jekts ar nosaukumu Saimnieciskds autora tiesibas.
Likumprojekta apvienoti uzlaboti bijusie Krievijas tris
atsevidkie likumi: likums par privilégijdm uz izgudroju-
miem un parlabojumiem, likums par ipasuma tiesibam
un fabrikas zim&jumiem un paraugiem un likums par
predu nozimém. Likumprojekta tika izdaritas izmainas,

The efforts of sceptically minded people to dimin-
ish the significance of the institution of industrial prop-
erty protection at that time is challenged by the fact
that Latvia's accession to the Paris Convention of
March 20, 1883, (revised at Brussels on December
14, 1900, and at Washington on June 2, 1911) and to
the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Marks of April 14, 1891, (revised at
Brussels on December 14, 1900, and at Washington
on June 2, 1911) and On Prevention of Incorrect
Indications of the Origin of Goods (revised at
Washington on June 2, 1911), was recognized by
international institutions and entered into force on
August 20, 1925.
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However the Cabinet of Ministers decided to
revoke Latvia's accession to Madrid Agreements.
Latvia's accession was referred only to the Paris
Convention of March 20, 1883. After this decision was
communicated to the Swiss Government the said
Agreements, under the provisions of Article 17-bis of
the Convention, remained in force for another year
after the notification, i. e. till December 21, 1926.

In the first half of 1939 the law “Economic
Author's Rights” was drafted. This draft law com-
prised 3 former separate laws of Russia — Law on
Privileges to Inventions and Improvements, Law on
Property Rights and Factory Drawings and Designs,
and Law on Trademarks. The draft law was changed
on the basis of practical experience, and it was har-
monized with similar laws of Western Europe. The
draft law was submitted for approval and it was
expected to enter into force on May 15, 1939, how-
ever we have no proof that it actually happened, and
the occupation of Latvia in 1940 put an end to any fur-
ther activities in this sphere.

The first patent application that is at our disposal
was filed by Janis Prats, a farmer from Bauska, on
July 20, 1920, "Machine for Hackling off and
Thrashing out Flax Heads”. Protection certificate
No. 26 was granted on April 20, 1922. One of the first
foreign applications was received from England on
December 6, 1920. The applicant was Techno-
Chemical Laboratories Limited of “Fairlawn”
Clarence Road, Claphan Park, London, S.W. England,
“Drying Process and Equipment”. Protection
Certificate No. 30 was granted on April 26, 1922.

During the 10 years from 1930 till 1939 on aver-
age 295 patent certificates for inventions were grant-
ed annually.

The last entry in the register of granted certifi-
cates was dated April 5, 1940, stating that 77 certifi-
cates had been granted in 1940. During the years of
Latvia's first independence approximately 4500 patent
certificates  for inventions were granted.
Unfortunately, accurate information about trademarks
is not available at present. It is known, however, that
4744 trademarks had been registered as of April 1,
1928, and in the last years of independence, i. €. in
1938 and 1939, 329 and 236 trademarks respectively.
After June 17, 1940, when Latvia lost its indepen-
dence, the system for legal protection of industrial
property ceased its functioning in the way it would
function in an independent state.

The Patent Office renewed action on March 2,
1992 after Latvia's independence was renewed.

kas pamatotas uz praksé gatajam atzindm, un tas tika
vairak pieskanots $ada veida Vakareiropas likumiem.
Likumprojekts tika iesniegts apstiprindSanai un ta
stdsanas spéka bija paredzéta 1939. gada 15. maija.
Dro$u zinu par & lemuma realizésanu nav, un Latvijas
okupacija 1940. gada parvilka svitru talakai darbibai
8aja joma.

Vienu no pirmajiem izgudrojuma patentu pieteiku-
miem iesniedzis Janis Prats, lauksaimnieks no
Bauskas, jau 1920. gada 20. jdlijdz — Linu galvipu
nosukasanas un nokulSanas masdina. Aizsardzibas
apliectba Nr. 26 sanemta 1922. gada 20. aprili. No
arvalstim viens no pirmajiem pieteikumiem sanemts
no Anglijas 1920. gada 6. decembri — pieteicéjs
Techno-Chemical Laboratories Limited of “Fairlawn”
Clarence Road, Claphan Park, London, S.W. England,
Drying Process and Equipment (Sausésanas process
un aparéti). Aizsardzibas aplieciba Nr. 30 izsniegta
1922. gada 26. aprill.

P&déjos pirmas Latvijas Republikas 10 gados no
1930. lidz 1939. gadam vidéji gada izsniegtas 295
izgudrojumu patentu apliecibas.

1940. gadd pédéjais ieraksts datéts ar 5. aprili,
kad izsniegto apliecibu zurnala uzradits, ka izsniegtas
77 apliecibas. Pavisam Latvijas pirmas neatkaribas
gados izsniegtas ap 4500 izgudrojumu patentu
apliecibas. Diemzél, par pre¢u Zimém pagaiddm musu
rictba precizu zinu nav. Ir zinams, ka jau uz 1928. gada
1. aprili bija registrétas 4744 precu zimes un pédéjos
neatkaribas gados — 1938. un 1939. — attiecigi 329 un
236. P&c 1940. gada 17. jOnija, zaudéjot savu valstisko
neatkaribu, Latvija beidza funkcionét ari rGpnieciska
ipaduma tiesiskas aizsardzibas sistéma tada veida,
kada ta eksisté neatkariga valsti.

Pé&c valstiskas neatkaribas atjaunosanos Patentu
valde darbibu atsdka 1992. gada 2. marta.
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JAUNAIS PRECU
ZIMJU LIKUMS

1999. gada 16. jUnija Saeima tika pienemts, un ta
paSa gada 15. jUlija stajas spéka likums Par precu
zZimém un Jeografiskas izcelsmes noradém, aizstajot
1993. gada likuma Par precu zimém noteikumus. Kaut
gan 1993, gada likums bija gluZzi moderns tiesibu akts
un tika sekmigi piemeérots, pédéjos gados nobrieda
nepiecie$amiba to pilnveidot, ievérojot predu zimju
aizsardzibas attistibas tendences un starptautiskos
noligumus. It Tpasi svarigi bija nemt véra prasibas,
kuras ietver PTO Vienosanas par intelektuald jpasuma
tiesibu aspektiem saistiba ar tirdzniecibu (TRIPS
ligums), ka ari, cik vien tiesi iespéjams, saskanot misu
noteikumus ar Eiropas Kopienas noteicoSo dokumen-
tu $aja joméa — Pirmo Padomes direktivu dalibvalstu
precu zimju likumu tuvindSanai (89/104/EEC).

S

LATVIJAS REPUBLIKAS
LIKUMS

PAR PRECU ZIMEM UN
GEOGRAFISKAS IZCELSMES
NORADEM

RIGA 1999

Likums veidots péc citddas struktiras neka
agrakais. Precu zimju iznémuma tiesibu un to reali-
zacijas visparigie noteikumi ienem to svarigumam
atbilstosu vietu vél likumdosanas akta sdkumdala, un
tikai tad izklastiti zimju registracijas priekSnoteikumi un
registracijas procedara. Sads princips — no vispariga uz
konkréto, specialo — ievérots viscaur, un atseviski
izdaliti Tpasie noteikumi par kolektivajam zimém un
preGu zimju starptautisko registraciju. Atseviska
nodala veltita citam aizsardzibas objektam — §eogra-
fiskas izcelsmes noradém.

Tapat, ka noteikts minétaja Eiropas direktiva,
predu zimi var veidot jebkur§ apziméjums, ko var
grafiski attélot un kas |auj atskirt viena uznémuma pre-

THE NEW
TRADEMARK LAW

On June 16, 1999, the Saeima (Parliament of
Latvia) adopted the new law “On Trademarks and
Indications of Geographical Origin” that entered into
force on July 15, 1999, replacing the provisions of the
“Law on Trademarks"” of 1993. Although the Law of
1993 was quite an up-to-date legislative act and it was
successfully implemented, it became necessary during
the last few years to improve this law considering the
trademark protection tendencies and international agree-
ments. It was most essential to comply with the provi-
sions of the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement), and
to approximate the provisions of our law with the ruling
document of the European Community in this sphere —
the First Council Directive to Approximate the Laws of
the Member States Relating to Trademarks
(89/104/EEC).

The new law has a different structure than the pre-
vious one. The general provisions on exclusive rights to
trademarks and enforcement of these rights are placed,
in accordance with their significance, at the beginning of
the legislative act, followed by an outline of the prerea-
uisites for registration of marks and the registration pro-
cedure. The same principle — from the general to the
specific — has been followed throughout. The special
provisions on collective marks and on international regis-
tration of trademarks have been singled out. A separate
chapter is dedicated to another object of protection —
indications of geographical origin.

The new law, just like the above mentioned
European Council directive, states that a trademark may
consist of any sign capable of being represented graphi-
cally, and which is capable of distinguishing the goods or
services of one undertaking from those of other under-
takings.The list of specific types of trademarks, that was
quite extensive in the old trademark law, following the
new developments in practice, has been supplemented
with a separate shade of colour. The list is by no means
exhaustive.

The rights of a trademark owner are described as
negative, prohibiting rights. The owner of a registered
trademark may prohibit other persons to use in the
course of trade: 1) signs identical to the trademark in
relation to identical goods or services (a likelihood of con-
fusion shall be presumed); 2) signs where, because of
their identity or similarity to the trademark and because
of the identity or similarity of the goods and services,
there exists a likelihood of confusion or a likelihood of
association between the sign and the trademark on
behalf of consumers. Thus the former 'likelinood of con-
fusion' concept has been expanded with the 'likelihood
of association' concept. The latter has already been
applied in Latvia — following the practice of other coun-
tries — although this concept was not yet fixed in any
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laws or regulations. Under certain circumstances any of
the following actions may be considered infringement of
exclusive rights: affixing of such signs to the goods or
packaging thereof, offering the goods or putting them on
the market or stocking them for these purposes, provid-
ing services or offering them, exporting or importing
goods under the said signs, or using the signs on busi-
ness papers or in advertising. The new law has also
broadened the previous conception of unregistered
trademarks, giving a positive answer about their use and
protection — mainly under the provisions relating to unfair
competition.

The scope of protection of well-known trademarks
has been considerably extended. These standards were
incorporated in the new law following the provisions of
the TRIPS Agreement and on the basis of the conclusions
which at the time were going to be included in the Joint
Recommendations Concerning Provisions on the
Protection of Well-Known Marks of Paris Union and
WIPO (1999). In order to provide protection to a well-
known mark it is not necessary that the mark has been
registered or used in Latvia, it is enough that the mark is
well known among the relevant sector of the public at
least from advertising or other sources of information. An
infringement of a well-known trademark is a sign that con-
stitutes a reproduction, an imitation, a translation, or a
transliteration of the well-known trademark, if it is used
with respect to identical or similar goods or services.
However, the same protection may be referred to other
goods or services provided that consumers may perceive
the use of the reproduction of the well-known trademark
as indicating a connection with the owner of the well-
known trademark, and provided that such use may be
detrimental to the interests of the owner of this mark.

On the one hand trademark registration is limited by
the absolute grounds for refusal, on the other hand — by
the relative grounds for invalidation of a registration (ear-
lier rights of other persons). The absolute grounds for
refusal have been formulated following the standards
set by the European Directive and the Community
Trademark Regulation. Thus the grounds relating to lack
of distinctiveness {among other things, the law gives a
definition of distinctive character), descriptive character
of a mark, possible deceptiveness, public principles of
morality, insignia of national and international organiza-
tions and other symbols have been defined more clear-
ly. The provisions of the TRIPS Agreement prohibiting
the use of misleading geographical indications with
respect to wines and spirits of particular origin have been
included in the new law as one of the absolute criteria.
During the opposition period or later in court a trademark
registration may be opposed on the basis of earlier
rights, mainly — an earlier trademark or a well-known
trademark. The latter may still be used by the Patent
Office as grounds for refusal of trademark registration.
When comparing the trademarks, the previously men-
tioned 'likelihood of confusion' and 'likelihood of associ-
ation' criteria are applied, but a well-known trademark
may be used as an opposing mark even when the goods
are not similar.

Filing clearly made in bad faith is a new ground for
refusal, while the so called agent mark — a mark that the

ces vai pakalpojumus no citu uznémumu precém vai
pakalpojumiem. Zimju konkréto veidu uzskaitijums,
kuri jau agrakaja likuma bija salidzinosi daudzveidigs,
tagad, sekojot praksei, papildinats ar atsevisku krasas
toni. Saraksts, protams, nav izsme|oss.

Prec¢u zimes ipasnieka iznémuma tiesibas rak-
sturotas ka negativas, aizliedzosas tiesibas. Registré-
tas pre€u zimes ipasnieks var aizliegt citiem komerc-
darbibad izmantot: 1) pre¢u zimei identiskus apziméju-
mus saistiba ar identiskam precém vai pakalpojumiem
(iespéja apzimé&jumus sajaukt tad tiek prezuméta);
2) apziméjumus, kuru identiskuma vai lidzibas dé| un
attiecigo precu vai pakalpojumu identiskuma vai lidzibas
dé| pastav iespéja, ka patérétaji tos sajauc vai uztver k3
saistitus ar preéu zimi. Tadéjadi [[dzSingja zimju
sajaukSanas iespéjas koncepcija ir paplasinata ar asocia-
cijas iespéju, kura gan jau agrék — péc citu valstu prakses
parauga — reizém tikusi Latvija piemérota, kaut arl nebija
normativi noteikta. Par iznémuma tiesibu parkadpumu pie
attiecigiem apstakjiem var atzit gan prec¢u markésanu ar
$adiem apziméjumiem, gan to izmantoSanu uz iepakoju-
ma, gan pre¢u piedavasanu, laiSanu tirgd vai
uzglabasanu siem nolkiem, pakalpojumu sniegs$anu vai
piedavasanu, preéu eksportu vai importu saistibad ar
Sadiem apziméjumiem, ka ari to izmantosanu lietiSkajos
dokumentos vai reklama. Likums paplasina lidzsingjo
izpratni arl attiecibd uz neregistrétam precu zimém,
sniedzot pozitivu atbildi par to lietoSanu un aizsardzibu, —
galvenokart saskana ar noteikumiem, kas attiecas uz
negodigu konkurenci.

Batiski paplasinata plasi pazistamu precu zimju
(agrak sauktas par visparzinamam zimém) aizsardziba.
Sis normas likumprojekta tika iestradatas, vadoties no
TRIPS liguma noteikumiem un izmantojot tas atzinas,
kuras tobrid vél tikai bija paredzéts ietvert Parizes
savienibas un WIPO Kopigajas rekomendacijas par
plasi pazistamam zimém (1999). Lai aizsargatu plasi
pazistamu preéu zimi, tai nav obligati jablt registrétai
vai izmantotai Latvija, pietiek, ja ta Latvija tieSam ir
pazistama attiecigaja patérétaju loka kaut vai no rek-
l&mam vai citas informacijas. Plasi pazistamas precu
Zimes parkapums ir tads atveidojums, imitacija, tulko-
jums vai transliteracija, ja ta tiek izmantota saistiba ar
tadam pasam vai lidzigam precém vai pakalpojumiem.
Tomeér aizsardzibu var attiecinat art uz citdm precém
vai pakalpojumiem, ja plasi pazistamas zimes atveido-
juma lietoSanu patérétaji var uztvert kad noradi uz
saistibu ar minétas zimes Ipadnieku un ja §i lietoSana
var kaitét zimes Tpadnieka interesém.

Predu zimju redistraciju no vienas puses ierobezo
absoldtie redistracijas atteikuma pamatojumi, no otras —
relativie kritériji registracijas atziSanai par spéka
neesosu (citu personu agrakas tiesibas). Absolltie
atteikuma pamatojumi izteikti péc Eiropas direktivas un
Eiropas Kopienas precu zimes nolikuma parauga. Lidz ar
to skaidrak nodaliti tie pamatojumi, kas attiecas uz
zimes atskirtspéjas trakumu (cita starpa, likuma dota
atskirtspéjas definicija), apziméjuma apraksto$o rak-
sturu, iespé&jamo patérétdju maldinajumu, sabiedriskas
morales normam, valstu un starptautisko organizaciju
simboliku un citiem simboliem. Ka absoldts kritérijs
ieklauts TARIPS liguma noteikums, kas nepielauj precu
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Zimé&s nepatiesi ietvert noteiktas izcelsmes vinu un
destiléto alkoholisko dzérienu geografiskas norades.
Pé&credistracijas iebildumu perioda vai vélak tiesa
zimes registraciju var apstridét, balstoties uz agrakam
tiestbam, starp kuram batiskdkas ir registracijai agrak
pieteikta pre¢u zime un plasi pazistama preCu zime.
P&déjo ka registracijas atteikuma pamatojumu, tapat
ka lidz &im, var izmantot ari Patentu valde. Zimju
salidzindjuméa pieméro jau minétos sajaukSanas un
asociacijas iespéjas kritérijus, bet plasi pazistamu zimi
var pretstatit arl tad, ja preces nav lidzigas.

PreCu zimes pieteikuma acimredzami negod-
pratigs noltks ir jauns registracijas atteikuma pamato-
jurns, bet ta sauktd agenta zZime — zime, ko bez
atlaujas uz sava varda registréjis Istd TpaSnieka
parstavis, — vél viens registracijas veids, kuru var atzit
par spéka neesosu. Sie noteikumi predu zZimju joma
nostiprina visparpienemto labas ticibas principu, un
tapéc likuma Parejas noteikumi tiem pieskir retroak-
tivu spéku, — tos var piemérot jebkuram zimém
neatkarigi no pieteikuma datuma (citadi apstridét
predu zimes, kas pieteiktas registracijai Latvija vai
starptautiski registrétas attiecibd uz Latviju pirms
1999. g. 15. julija, var tikai saskana ar agraka likuma
noteikumiemy.

Regulgjot precu zimes registracijas pieteikuma
iesniegsanas un izskatiS8anas kéartibu, nemtas véra
Pre¢u zimju liguma (Latvija spékd ar 1999. gada
28. decembri) prasibas. Tadéjadi noteikta iesp&jami
liberadla, pieteicéjiem érta procedura. Paredzéta
pieteikuma un registracijas sadaliSanas iespéja; lidz
$im ta tika piemérota, bet trika attieciga normativa
reguléjuma. AtbilstoSi visparéjai starptautiskai praksei
izslégta iespéja papildinat pre¢u sarakstus, kas varéja
kaitét citu zimju ipasnieku interesém. leviesta iespéja
atjaunot pieteikumu, ja lietvediba partraukta bez
nodoma.

Balstoties uz pieredzi stridu izskatiSana Apelacijas
padomé un tiesas, sikak izstradati apelaciju un iebildu-
mu izskatisanas noteikumi. Tagad Apelacijas padomes
I[Bmumu iebilduma lieta var tiesa parsidzét jebkura no
lietas pusém. Agrakais sesu ménesu parstdzibas ter-
min$ nevajadzigi novilcindja zimju konflikta atrisinaju-
mu; tas saisinats uz trim ménesiem.

Saskana ar starptautiskajiem noligumiem stingri
noteikumi ieviesti attieciba uz registréto zimju obligatu
lietoSanu. Ja piecu gadu laika péc registracijas zimes
izmantoSana Latvija nav uzsakta, uz $adu regdistraciju
nevar sekmigi balstit nedz prasibu tiesa par zimes
parkapumu, nedz pat iebildumu Apelacijas padomé
pret vélakas zimes registraciju. Neizmantodana var ari
klat par pamatu zimes registracijas atcel$anai. Pie tam
zimes uzturéSanai spéka nepietiek ar formaldm dar-
bibam, par faktisku izmantoSanu atzist tikai tadu zimes
lieto$anu, kurai ir noteikta tirgus sektora ieglSanas vai
uzturéSanas mérkis.

lzmantojot uzkrato pieredzi un sekojot Precu
zimju liguma prieksrakstiem, detalizéti izstradati zimju
nododanas un licencésanas noteikumi. Batisks jaun-
ievedums: atskiribd no akta par zimes nodoSanu,
licences liguma registracija Patentu valdé nav obligata,
kaut ari tas var bat vélami $§& darijuma dalibniekiem.

representative of the real owner has registered in his or
her own name — is another kind of registration that may
be invalidated. These provisions enforce the generally
accepted good faith principle in the sphere of trade-
marks, therefore the Transitional Provisions of the law
confer retroactive force on these provisions — they are
applicable to all trademarks irrespective of the filing date
(in other cases trademarks that have been filed in Latvia
or internationally registered with respect to Latvia before
July 15, 1999, may be opposed only under the provi-
sions of the previous trademark law).

When fixing the filing and examination procedure of
trademark applications, the provisions of the Trademark
Law Treaty (that are in force in Latvia since December
28, 1999) were taken into consideration. Thus a very lib-
eral and applicant-friendly procedure was established.
The new law contains provisions on division of applica-
tions or trademark registrations. It was practiced before,
but the respective statutory rules were missing.
Following the generally accepted international practice, a
possibility to expand the list of goods has been ruled out,
as it could be detrimental to the interests of other trade-
mark owners. A possibility to renew an application has
been introduced in cases where its processing has been
interrupted unintentionally.

On the basis of the acquired experience in exami-
nation of trademark disputes by the Board of Appeal or
courts of law, the provisions pertaining to examination of
appeals and oppositions have been set out in greater
detail. Any of the parties to opposition proceedings may
now appeal the decision of the Board of Appeal to the
court. The previous six months term of appeal unneces-
sarily delayed settlement of trademark disputes; it has
been reduced to three months.

in compliance with international agreements strict
provisions have been introduced with respect to manda-
tory use of the registered trademarks. If actual use of a
trademark in Latvia has not been commenced within 5
years from the date of its registration, such registration
may not be successfully invoked in infringement pro-
ceedings, nor used as a basis for filing an opposition with
the Board of Appeal against the registration of a later
mark. Non-use can also serve as grounds for revocation
of a trademark registration. Formal use is not sufficient
to maintain a trademark in force, only such use of a
trademark is recognized as actual use that has the pur-
pose of gaining or maintaining a certain market position.

On the basis of the acquired experience and fol-
lowing the guidelines of the Trademark Law Treaty the
provisions on trademark transfer and licensing have
been worked out in great detail. There is an essential
novelty in this sphere unlike a statement of trademark
transfer, a licensing contract does not have to be regis-
tered with the Patent Office, although such registration
might be beneficial to the parties of the transaction. This
liberalization results from the Proposed Joint
Recommendation Concerning Trademark Licences
drafted by the WIPO. Both a trademark transfer contract
and a licensing contract may be declared null and void by
court, if the contract misleads consumers. The rights of
a licensee are guaranteed by the provision stating that
neither a change in ownership, nor any licence subse-

. -
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guently granted to third parties can cancel previously
granted licences.

The provisions on examination of trademark
infringements have also been defined more precisely.
Apart from cessation of the infringement and payment
of damages arising from the infringement, the court in its
judgement may also provide for recovery of court costs,
and for measures to prevent further infringement, as
well as impose an obligation to destroy the infringing
goods. The new law makes no provision for alteration of
the unlawful marking, as this sanction has been interna-
tionally recognized as a non-adequate legal remedy in
comparison with the detriment caused by the infringer.
When reviewing trademark disputes the court may apply
measures for enforcement of the claim (seizure of the
infringing goods, prohibition to distribute these goods,
etc.) even when damages are not claimed. These mea-
sures may, under the provisions of the Civil Procedure
Law, be applied at any time. If the owner of an earlier
trademark has not contested the use of a later registered
trademark for a period of five successive years, it is,
under the provisions of the law, interpreted as acquies-
cence, and the owner of the earlier trademark may no
longer invoke his rights against the later mark.

Termination of trademark duration has been formu-
lated more clearly now, even terminologically.
Cancellation of a trademark registration on the initiative
of the owner (surrender), invalidation of a registration
and revocation are different procedures, and each of
them has different grounds. Let us take revocation as an
example. The grounds for revocation may be the follow-
ing: 1) the previously mentioned non-use for a period of
five successive years, 2) transformation of the mark into
a generic name (loss of distinctiveness),
3) deception of the public in consequence of the use of
the mark.

The provisions pertaining to international marks are
based on the present situation: Latvia is now a member
state of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks, as weli as of the
Madrid Protocol. The respective chapter of the law con-
tains provisions on those activities of trademark appli-
cants (owners) and the Patent Office, which in compli-
ance with the provisions of the said international agree-
ments are subject to the laws of the member states. On
the initiative of trademark owners intemnational registra-
tions have been accorded a longer opposition period ~
four months.

Following the requirements of the TRIPS
Agreement, the law provides for the protection of indi-
cations of geographical origin as well. This is a new
object of protection in Latvia, although disputes about
the use of indications of geographical nature in trade-
marks have already been reviewed. In accordance with
the statutory definition, indications of geographical origin
are geographic names or other indications or signs used
to indicate, directly or indirectly, the geographical origin
of goods or services, including indications of the charac-
teristics or features thereof, which are attributable to this
origin. Indications of geographical origin are protected
without their registration, under the provisions pertaining
to unfair competition. An action to enjoin false and mis-

Liberalizacija Sai joma izriet no WIPO sagatavota
rekomendaciju projekta par pre¢u zimju licencém. Gan
prec¢u zimes nodosanas, gan licences ligumu var atzit
par spéka neesosu tiesa, ja tas izraisa patérétaju
maldinajumu. Licenciata tiesibas garanté norma, kas
nosaka, ka ne zimes ipasnieka maina, ne vélak citam
izdota licence nevar atcelt agrak izdoto licenci.

Precizéti ari noteikumi par preéu zimju
parkapumu izskatiSanu. Bez parkapuma partrauksanas
un nodarito zaudéjumu atlidzinaSanas tiesa var noteikt
arl tiesaSanas izdevumu segsanu un paredzét pasaku-
mus parkapumu turpmakai novérSanai, ari ar
parkapumu saistito precu iznicinasanu. Nelikumigé
marké&juma parveidosana vairs nav paredzéta, jo sada
sankcija starptautiski atzita par nepietiekami efektivu
tiesisku lidzekli salidzindgjuméa ar to kaitéjumu, kuru
izraisa zimes parkapéjs. Precu zimju stridos tiesai
atlauts piemérot prasibas nodrosinasanas lidzek|us
(parkapuma preCu aizturéSana, to izplatiSanas
aizliegums vai tml), pat ja nav celta prasiba par
zaudéjumu atlidzibu; un Sos lidzeklus var piemérot —
saskand ar Civilprocesa likumu — jebkurd bridi. Ja
vélakas registrétas precu zimes lietosanu agrakas
zimes Tpasnieks neapstrid piecus gadus no vietas,
likums to uzskata par samierind$anos un nelauj vairs
agrakas zimes Tpasniekam izmantot savas tiesibas
pret véldko zimi.

Precu zimju darbibas partrauk$ana tagad noteikta
skaidrak, pat terminologiskd zind. Registracijas
dzé8ana péc ipasnieka iniciativas (atteikS8ands no
redistracijas), registracijas atziSana par spéka neesosu
un registracijas atcelSana ir atskirigas proceddras,
kuram katrai ir citadi pamatojumi. Pieméram nosauk-
sim to, kas izraisa registracijas atcelSanu: 1) jau piemi-
néta zimes neizmantosana piecu gadu laika, 2) zimes
parvérSanas par sugasvardu, 3) zimes lietojuma
izraisits sabiedribas maldinajums.

Noteikumi, kas attiecas uz starptautiskajam precu
Zimém, ievéro jauno situaciju: Latvija tagad ir ne tikai
Madrides noliguma par zimju starptautisko registraci-
ju, bet ari Madrides Protokola dalibvalsts. Attieciga
nodala likuma precizé tas zimju pieteicéju (pasnieku)
un Patentu valdes darbibas saistiba ar starptautiska-
jam registracijam, kuras minétie starptautiskie noligu-
mi Jauj regulét dalibvalstu likumdo$anai. Péc zimju
ipadnieku péarstavju ierosindjuma starptautiskajam
registracijam noteikts par ménesi ilgdks - Cetru
ménesu — iebildumu periods.

[stenojot TRIPS liguma prasibas, likums paredz
ari Jeografiskas izcelsmes norazu aizsardzibu. Tas ka
patstavigas aizsardzibas objekts Latvija ir jauns, lai gan
stridi par {eografiska rakstura nordzu izmantosSanu
preCu zimés tika izskatiti jau lidz sim. Geogréafiskas
izcelsmes norades, saskana ar legalo definiciju, ir
geografiski nosaukumi vai citi apziméjumi, kurus lieto,
tie$i vai netie$i noradot uz precu vai pakalpojumu
Jeografisko izcelsmi, ari uz to raksturu un Tpasibam,
kas saistitas ar So izcelsmi. Geografiskas izcelsmes
norades tiek aizsargatas bez registracijas, balstoties uz
noteikumiem par negodigu konkurenci, un prasibu par-
traukt norddes nepatiesu un maldinosu lietoSanu
Rigas apgabaltiesa var celt jebkura ieintereséta per-




LATVIJAS REPUBLIKAS PATENTU VALDE

PATENT OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

sona. Plasi pazistamas, ar ipasu reputaciju apveltitas
geografiskas izcelsmes nordades nepatiesa lietosana
nav pielaujama pat tad, ja tas nemaldina patérétajus.
Nakotné iespéjams  pievienoties  attiecigiem
starptautiskiem noligumiem un, ja tas izradisies liet-
derigi, ieviest arl nordzu registraciju. Likums sniedz vél
ari citadu pasaulé atzitu iespéju: Jeografiskas
izcelsmes norades var registrét ka kolektivas zimes.

Ar jauno likumu, domajams, ir novérstas
lidz$inéjo normu neprecizitates un izlaboti pretrunigi
interpretéjamie noteikumi. Patentu valde ir pateiciga
daudziem Latvijas un arvalstu praktikiem par likuma
izstrades gaitd sniegtajiem komentéariem, tacu ar ipasu
atzintbu japiemin Saeimas Juridiskd biroja un WIPO
specialistu sniegtais atbalsts.

leading use of an indication of geographical origin may be
brought before the Regional Court of Riga by any inter-
ested person. False use of an indication of geographical
origin that is well-known and enjoys a special reputation
is not permissible even in the absence of a risk of mis-
leading the consumers. Latvia might join the respective
international agreements in the future, and if it is found
necessary, introduce registration of indications of geo-
graphical origin. The law offers another generally accept-
ed option: to register indications of geographical origin as
collective marks.

We hope that with the adoption of the new law all
the inaccuracies of the previous legislation have been
eliminated and all the contradictory provisions have been
amended. The Patent Office is grateful to the numerous
Latvian and foreign law practitioners for their comments
given in the course of drafting the law. We most highly
appreciate the support offered by the Legal department
of the Saeima and by the WIPO.
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PATENTS OF IZGUDROJUMU
INVENTION PATENTI

We are now standing on the threshold of the new Més esam nonakusi uz jaunas tlkstosgades
millennium, but we can find proof of Latvian people's sliekdna. Latvijas tautas rado$o pieeju, risinot prak-
creative approach to practical problems in our ancient tiskas problémas kop$§ senseniem laikiem, més
cultural and historical heritage — the Latvian folk songs atrodam arl masu kultGrvésturiskaja mantojuma —
(dainas). latvju dainas.

Has this creative spirit been lost nowa- Vai &1 radosa doma tagad nav
days? Hopefully not. It was clearly shown by | Tais', balini, liepu laivu, zudusi? Domajams, ka ne. To paradija ari
the competition of the best Latvian inven- | | ai var braukt jarina: pirmoreiz Latvija Patentu valdes un

Latvijas Zinatnu akadémijas (LZA) kopigi
organizétais labako Latvijas izgudrojumu

tions patented in 1999 that was jointly orga-

O8&a laiva smaga laiva,
nized by the Patent Office and the Latvian g

Ta driz vilka dibena.

Academy of Sciences for the first time in konkurss, kuriem 1999. gada tika
Latvia. The first prize went to the invention izsniegti patenti. Par labako tika atzits
«Antidiabetic Agent« (LV Patent No. 12200) | Es uzgaju ganidams Organiskas sintézes institita zinatnieku
by a group of scientists from the Institute of | Birzi skaistu ozolinu; grupas izgudrojums: Antidiabétisks
Organic Synthesis. Among other winners | No celmina bungas taisa, | //dzeklis (LV patents Nr. 12200). Laureatu
we can find representatives of various | No zariem stabulites, loka var atrast daZzaddu zinatnes un

tehnikas nozaru, gan kimijas un medici-
nas, gan ari mehanikas, parstavjus.
Starp konkursa laureatiem ir tris

branches of science and technology — chem-
istry, medicine and mechanics.
Three of the winning inventions have

No ta pasa viducisa
Bititém majas viet',

been filed internationally, the applicants are | NO sudraba lapinam starptautiski pieteikti izgudrojumi, kuru
now proceeding with the complicated pro- | Masinai rotas tais'. pieteicéji tagad turpina sarezgito
cedure for obtaining protection abroad. We aizsardzibas iegtsanas proceddru
hope that this competition that was first initiated at the arzemés. Cerams, ka tokstosgades pédéja gada
end of the old millennium will become a long—standing iedibinatais konkurss jaunaja tdOkstoSgadé klas
tradition in the new millennium. tradicionals.

Let us see what has been going on in Latvia in the Aplikosim, kas noticis Latvija 1998.—-1999.
field of patents during 1998-1999. gada patentu joma.

1999. gada izgudrojumu konkursa laureéti:
Winners of the Competition of the Best Latvian Inventions Patented in 1999:

1.Janna BRIEDE (LV), Mara STIVRINA (LV), Egils BISENIEKS (LV), Janis ULDRIKIS {LV), Natalija MAKAROVA (LV),
Janis POIKANS (LV), Gunars DUBURS (LV), Karlis HEIDEMANIS (LV), “Antidiab&tisks lidzeklis” (Pat. Nr. 12200)
"Antidiabetic Agent”

2.Sergejs MATASOVS (LV), "Endoskops ar vienreizéjas lietoanas patronam endoskopiskas caurulites invaginacijai”
(Pat. Nr. 12248)
"Endoscope with Single-Use Cartridge for Invagination of Endoscopic Tube”

3.Anita LIELPETERE (LV), “Guminbaktériju celms Rhizobium galegae 7" un «Guminbaktériju celms Rhizobium
trifolii 8” (Pat. Nr. 12157 un 12158)
" Strain of Tuberbacterium Rhizobium galegae 7" and “Strain of Tuberbacterium Rhizobium trifolii 8"

4.Janis GREIVULIS (LV), Roberts BUBNOVS (LV), Aleksandrs TEREBKOVS (LV), “Dizela palaiSanas iekarta” (Pat. Nr. 12297)
“Arrangement for Starting of Diesel Engine”

5. Ludmila SAVENKOVA (LV), Anda DZENE (LV), Marting KALNINS (LV), Velta TUPUREINA (LV), Zoja GERCBERGA (LV),
“Agrokimikalijas saturo$as biokompozitu matricas” {Pat. Nr. 12213)
"Biocomposite Matrices Containing Agrochemicals”

6.Janis VALBIS (LV), llmara VINA (LV), “Sulas iegu8anas panémiens” {Pat. Nr. 12222)

“Method of Extraction of Juices”

7.Daina ZICANE (LV), Irisa RAVINA {LV), Inese RIJKURE (LV), Zenta TETERE (LV), “3,5-Di-terc-butiltirozina iegi$anas
metode” (Pat. Nr. 12312)

“Process for Preparing of 3,5-Di-tert-butyl-tyrosine”

8.Stanislavs MIROPOLECS (LV), “Rotordzingjs” (Pat. Nr. 12363)
“Rotary Engine”




LATVIJAS REPUBLIKAS PATENTU VALDE

PATENT OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

NACIONAIA PATENTU PIETEIKSANAS
PROCEDURA

Péc Sis procedlras pieteikumi tiek iesniegti
tieSi Latvijas Patentu valdé, neizmantojot starp-
tautisko patentu pieteikumu iesniegSanas pro-
cedUru. Galvenie iesniedzéji péc $is procedaras ir
Latvijas pieteicéji, kuri iesniegusi 195 pieteikumus
1998. gada un tikai 91 pieteikumu 1999. gada.
Viens no iemesliem varétu b0t paaugstinatas
nodevas 1998. gada, kuras tagad, ievérojot Parizes

NATIONAL PROCEDURE FOR FILING
PATENT APPLICATIONS

Patent applications under the national procedure
are filed directly with the Latvian Patent Office
without making use of the international procedure. The
national procedure is basically chosen by domestic
applicants who have filed 195 applications in 1998 and
only 91 application in 1999. One of the reasons might
be the 1998 increase in patent fees, which are now
equal both for foreign and for domestic applicants in

Table 2

1

2. Tabula Pieteikumu sadalijums pa kategorijam 1998. - 1999. gada
Breakdown of Patent Applications by Categories 1998 — 1999

Nacionalie pieteikumi

National applications
To skaitd Latvijas pieteicéju pieteikumi
Including domestic applications

Starptautiskie pieteikumi (PCT)
International applications {PCT)

Attiecinatie Eiropas patenta pieteikumi
Extended European patent applications

Starpsumma
Subtotal

Eiropas patentu registracija
Registration of European patents

To skaita pieteikumi no ASV
Including applications of USA origin
Kopéjais pieteikumu skaits
Total number of applications

Farmaceitisko patentu registracija Latvijas - ASV liguma ietvaros
Registration of Pharmaceutical patents under the Latvian - USA agreement 2 -

1998 1999
200 102
195 N
50 56
1991 2832
241 2080
33 24
2 =
2218 3004

[

3. tabula Izsniegto patentu skaits péc kategorijam 1998. — 1999. gada
Table 3  Number of Granted Patents. Breakdown by Categories 1998 — 1999
1998 1999

Izsniegti patenti, pamatojoties uz nacionalajiem pieteikumiem
Granted patents for national applications 181 107
Izsniegti patenti, pamatojoties uz starptautiskajiem pieteikumiem (PCT)
Granted patents for international (PCT) applications 68 47
Attiecinati Eiropas patenti
Extended European patents 31 74
Starpsumma g |
Subtotal 280 2280
Registreti Eiropas patenti
Registered European patents 42 29

Registréeti farmaceitiskie patenti Latvijas - ASV liguma ietvaros
Registered pharmaceutical patents under the Latvian - USA agreement 6 -

-

Kopéjais izsniegto patentu skaits

Granted patents - total 328

Konvencijas normas, ir vienadas, ka arzemiju, ta
Latvijas pieteicéjiem. Otrs iemesls var bat Latvijas
ripniecibas attistibas saméra zemais limenis un
investiciju trikums jaunu tehnologiju izstradé un
ievieSana, un treskart, tas varétu but augu$ais

| compliance with the provisions of Paris Convention.
Another reason might be the relatively low level of
Latvia's industrial development and the lack of invest-
[ ments for the development and introduction of new
] technologies. And the third reason might be the grow-
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ing level of understanding about the patent system in
general, and therefore applications that are weak from
the point of view of patentability are no longer filed.
Table 4 shows the major domestic applicants during
these 2 years. They are «Latvijas Balzams«, mainly
with recipes of drinks, and two institutions of higher
education — Latvia University of Agriculture and Riga
Technical University. Considering the fact that two
other institutions of higher education — University of
Latvia and Medical Academy of Latvia are on this list,
we may assume that development of new technolo-
gies is still going on in institutions of higher education.

INTERNATIONAL (PCT) PATENT
APPLICATIONS

Latvia has been a member state of the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) since 1993. The interna-
tional patent application system is based on the above
mentioned Treaty that is administered by the World
Intellectual Property Organization. The increase of the
number of applications during the last couple of years
is indicative of the rapidly growing popularity of this
system. As of January 1, 2000, the Treaty embraced
106 countries. Therefore applicants may simulta-
neously file applications to all of these countries, and
also have a novelty search done, that for Latvia's appli-
cants is performed by the examiners of either the

izpratnes limenis par patentu sistému, un tapéc
vairdk netiek iesniegti pieteikumi, kuri ir vaji no
patentspéjas viedok|a. 4. tabula redzami galvenie
Latvijas pieteicéji Sajos divos gados. Tie ir a/s
Latvijas Balzams, galvenokart ar dzérienu recep-
tém, ka ari divas augstskolas - Latvijas
Lauksaimniecibas universitate un Rigas Tehniska
universitate. levérojot to, ka vél divas augstskolas —
Latvijas Universitate un Latvijas Medicinas
akadémija ~ ir Saja saraksta, var domat ka augst-
skolds darbs pie jaunu tehnologiju izstrades
turpinas.

STARPTAUTISKIE (PCT) PATENTU
PIETEIKUMI

Latvija ir Patentu Kooperacijas liguma (PCT)
dalibvalsts kops 1993. gada. Starptautiska patentu
pieteikumu sistéma balstas uz iepriekSminéto ligu-
mu, kuru vada Pasaules intelektuala pasuma orga-
nizacija. Sis sistémas popularitate, ko rada pieteiku-
mu skaita palielindsanas pédéjos gados, strauji
aug. Uz 2000. gada 1. janvari liguma ietvaros dar-
bojas 106 valstis. Tapéc pieteicéjam Saja sistéma ir
iespéjams iesniegt pieteikumu vienlaicigi uz visam
§im valstim, iegUstot ari novitdtes mekléjumu, kuru
Latvijas pieteicgjiem veic Eiropas Patentu iestades
un Krievijas patentu iestades eksperti. Ja pieteicéjs

4. Tabula Gaivenie Latvijas pieteicé&ji 1998. — 1999. gada
Table 4  Major Domestic Applicants 1998 — 1999

LATVIJAS BALZAMS, A/S

LATVIJAS LAUKSAIMNIECIBAS UNIVERSITATE
RIGAS TEHNISKA UNIVERSITATE

Alfréds MILTINS

BALTNORVENT, SIA

RIGAS VINI, A/S

LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATE

LATVIJAS MEDICINAS AKADEMIJA
Aleksandrs LOPATINS

Videvuds Arijs LAPSA

LATVIJAS ORGANISKAS SINTEZES INSTITUTS

s~ B O O 00 0 o

European Patent Office or the Patent Office of the
Russian Federation. On request of the applicant full
examination of the application can also be done.
However an international patent shall not be granted,
instead the PCT applications turn into national applica-
tions. The number of PCT applications of Latvian ori-
gin has been constant during the last years — 6 and 5
applications in 1998 and 1999 respectively.

The number of PCT applications filed in Latvia by
foreign applicants under the PCT system is compara-
tively small — 50 applications in 1998 and 56 in 1999.
This may be caused by the possibility of European
Patent extension to Latvia, and therefore many appli-
cants are choosing this route.

vélas, var tikt veikta ari pieteikuma ekspertize. Tacu
starptautisks patents netiek izsniegts, bet PCT
pieteikumi pariet nacionalajos pieteikumos.
Latvijas pieteikumu skaits pédé&jos gados ir bijis
konstants 6 un 5 pieteikumi attiecigi 1998. un
1999. gada.

Pieteikumu skaits, ko iesniedz arzemnieki,
izmantojot PCT sistému Latvijd — 50 un 56 attiecigi
1998. gada un 1999. gada, nav liels, ko var
izskaidrot ar iespéju attiecinat uz Latviju Eiropas
Patentu, tapéc daudzi pieteicéji izvélas $o celu.
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EIROPAS PATENTA ATTIECINASANA UZ
LATVIJU

Kop$ 1995. gada 1. maija iesp&jams attiecinat
ari Eiropas patentu uz Latviju. Ka redzams 2. tabul3,
tad 1998. gada pieteikumu skaits, kuri attiecinati uz
Latviju, ir 1991, bet 1999. gada jau 2832. Cik no
Siem pieteikumiem tiks iesniegti Latvija, tagad vél
grati spriest, bet ka redzam 3. tabula, tad
1998. gada tika registréts 31 patents, bet 1999. gada
jau 74 patenti. levérojot to, ka vidéji Eiropas paten-
ta izsniegSanas proceddra ilgst 4-5 gadus, un
salidzinot ar to patentu skaitu, kuri vispar varéja tikt
iesniegti Latvija 1998. gada — 72, 1999. gada - 265,
tas nemaz nav tik maz.

CITAS 1998. - 1999. GADA
AKTUALITATES

Statistikas dati nekadas ipaSas izmainas,
salidzinot ar iepriekS$éjiem gadiem, aplikojamaja
laika periodd neuzrada. Tapat ka iepriek$ galvenie
arvalstu pieteicéji ir farmaceitiskas firmas.

EXTENSION OF EUROPEAN PATENT TO
LATVIA

It has been possible to extend European Patents to
Latvia since May 1, 1995. We can see in Table 2 that the
number of patents extended to Latvia in 1998 was 1991,
while in 1999 this number had increased to 2832. It is too
early to judge how many of these applications will be filed
in Latvia, but in Table 3 we can see that 31 patent was reg-
istered in 1998, and 74 patents in 1999. Considering that
the European Patent procedure lasts for 4-5 years before
the patent is granted, and comparing these figures with
the maximum number of patents that could be filed in
Latvia {72 patents in 1998 and 265 in 1999) these figures
are not quite as low as it might seem at a first glance.

OTHER CURRENT EVENTS OF
1998 - 1999

The statistical data for the period of review do not
demonstrate any significant differences as compared to
the previous years. Like in previous periods of review the
major foreign applicants are pharmaceutical companies.

Table b

5. tabula Galvenie arvalstu pieteicéji 1998. — 1999. gada
Major Foreign Applicants 1998 — 1999

MERCK & CO., INC.

DUPONT PHARMACEUTICALS COMPANY
AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY
GUILFORD PHARMACEUTICALS INC.

TORF ESTABLISHMENT

AMERICAN HOME PRODUCTS CORPORATION

Naucéno-proizvodstvennaja firma GT INSPEKT

lzgudrojumu pieteikumu sadalijuma péc to
izcelsmes valsts, salidzinot ar iepriekSéjo parskata
periodu (1996-1997), liderpozicijas saglabajusas ASV
un Vacija. Vienigi saraksta galvgala ar lielaku pieteiku-
mu skaitu iendkusas Somija un Krievija ienemot
attiecigi Zviedrijas un Francijas vietu.

Breakdown of patent applications by countries of
origin is shown in Table 6. Like in the previous period
of review (1996-1997), the major applicants are from
the USA and Germany. Finland and Russia have
moved higher on the list replacing Sweden and France
respectively.

1998 195 40 5
1999 9N 39 12 5

B | O O

6. tabula  Pieteikumu sadalijums pa valstim
Table 6  Breakdown of Patent Applicants by Origin
Lv Us DE Fi RU GB JP SE Paréjas
Other

| ] a O |

5 4 1 6 20

4 0 21

-
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Applications are mostly filed in the same classes.
The applications filed by domestic applicants are for
the most part related to foodstuffs and chemistry, with
a few applications in other branches of technology.
Foreign applicants basically file their applications in
those classes that are related to relatively highly devel-
oped branches of industry.

Pieteikumi tiek iesniegti pamata tajas paS$as
klasés. Vietéjie pieteicéji galvenokart iesniedz ar par-
tikas produktiem un Kimiju saistitos pieteikumus ar
atseviSkiem pieteikumiem citas tehnikas nozarés.
Arzemju pieteicéji vél izteiktak piesaka izgudrojumus -
klasés, kuru rlapniecibas nozares Latvija vél ir
pietiekosi augsta limeni.

7. tabula
Table 7

-

Pieteikumu sadalijums péc Starptautiskas klasifikacijas klasém
Breakdown of Patent Applications by IPC Classes

Klase
Class

Latvijas pieteikumi

Domestic applications 1998
1999

Arvalstu pieteikumi

Foreign applications 1998
1999

Attiecinatie Eiropas patenti

Extended European patents 1998
1999

A
[

®
30

24
25

s

16

B c E F G H
m O B E B O
38 53
0 17
6 42
37
8 9
16 27

Arvalstu pieteikumi
Foreign applications

1998

1998

Attiecinatie Eiropas patenti
Extended European patents

Latvijas pieteikumi
Domestic applications

1998

1999

1999

in 1999 the validity term of two pharmaceutical
patents was prolonged for the first time under the pro-
visions of Article 7, Paragraph 9 of the Patent Law.

1999. gada pirmo reizi Latvija tika pagarinats
patenta darbibas terming diviem patentiem farmacijas
joma, ievérojot Patentu likuma 7. panta 9. punktu.
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PATENT OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

PRECU ZIMES

1998. un 1999. gads LR Patentu valdes darbiba
preéu zimju joma ir bijis turpindjums jau ieprieks iesak-
tajam regularo pre€u zimju pieteikumu {gan nacionala-
ja procedlrad iesniegto pieteikumu, gan saskana ar
Madrides Noligumu par zimju starptautisko registraci-
ju spéka stajuSos starptautisko registraciju)
izskatiS8anas darbam. Ta rezultata ievérojami pieaudzis
Latvija spékéa esosSo precu zimju redistraciju kopskaits,
un 1999. gada beigas tas bija apméram 40 000 precu
zimes.

PRECU ZIMJU REGISTRACIJA PEC
NACIONALAS PROCEDURAS

1998. gada saskand ar nacionalo registracijas
procedaru tika iesniegti 2953 preéu zimju pieteikumi
no 52 valstim, kas ir lieldkais pieteikumu skaits kops
1994, gada 1. janvara, t.i,, laika, kad Latvija beidzas
bijusaja PSRS registréto predu zimju parregistracijas
pieteikumu pienemsana. Savukart 1999. gada
saskana ar nacionalo registracijas procediru tika
iesniegti 2099 precu zimju pieteikumi no 46 valstim.

TRADEMARKS

The Latvian Patent Office's trademark-related
activities in 1998 and 1999 have continued the previ-
ously done work related to the examination of regular
trademark applications (the applications filed under
national procedure, as well as international registra-
tions under the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks). That resulted
in a considerable increase in the number of trade-
mark registrations that are valid in Latvia. By the
end of 1999 this number had reached 40 000.

TRADEMARK REGISTRATION UNDER
NATIONAL PROCEDURE

2953 applications from 52 countries were
received under national procedure in 1998. This
was the greatest number of applications since
January 1, 1994, when Latvian Patent Office
stopped accepting applications for re—registration
of trademarks registered in the former USSR. In
1999 the Patent Office received 2099 applications
from 46 countries for trademark registration under

8. tabula  Predu Zimju registracija Latvijas Republikd péc nacionalas procedaras 1998. — 1999. gada
Table 8  Trademark Registration under National Procedure 1998 — 1999

Precu zimju registracijas pieteikumu kopskaits
Trademark registration applications - Total

No tiem - Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumi
Including domestic applications

Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total

Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumi
Foreign applications

Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total
Registrétas preéu zimes
Registered trademarks
Speka esoSo precu zimju registraciju skaits gada beigas
Number of valid trademark registrations at the end of year

1998 1999
2953 2099
1508 842
51,1% 40,1%
1445 1257
48,9% 59,9%
3888 1914

Faktiski s1 pieteikumu skaita starplba 1998. un
1999. gadé saistita ar Latvijas pieteicéju lielo aktivitati
1998. gada, jo Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumu starp
1998. gada iesniegtajiem ir 1508 jeb 51,1%
(iepriekséja 1997. gada — 1031 pieteikums jeb 41,6%,
bet 1999. gada — 842 pieteikumi jeb 40,1%). Latvijas
pieteicéju liela aktivitate 1998. gada savukart
izskaidrojama ar to, ka 1998. gada pasas beigas tika
palielinatas ar pre¢u zimju tiesisko aizsardzibu Latvija
saistitas valsts nodevas, un §i nodevu palielinaSana
Tpasi skara Latvijas pieteicéjus.

national procedure. The great difference between the
number of applications in 1998 and 1999 was due to
the high activity of Latvian applicants in 1998. 1508 of
the applications filed in 1998 were of Latvian origin,
that constituted 51.1% of the total number of filings
{(in 1997 the number of domestic applications was
1031 or 41.6%; in 1999 - it was 842 or 40.1%). The
activity of the Latvian applicants in 1998 was caused
by the increase of fees for legal protection of trade-
marks at the very end of the year, and this increase
mostly affected domestic applicants.
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9. tabula
Table 9

PreCu zimju aizsardzibas kopéja aktivitate Latvija 1994. — 1999. gada
Trademark Protection in Latvia 1994 — 1999

Kopskaits
Total

4500 |
4000
3500
3000
2500

2000

0 Nacionalaja procediira sanemtie pieteikumi no Latvijas
Applications filed under the national procedure by local applicants

1500
1000

500

1994 1995

1996

| Nacionalaja procedlra sanemtie pieteikumi no arvalstu pieteicéjiem
Applications filed under the national procedure by foreign applicants

] Attieciba uz Latviju spéka stajusas starptautiskas registracijas
International trademarks relating to the Republic of Latvia

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

839 750 724 1031 1508 842

2015 1309 1232 1448 1445 1257

0 2256 3630 3764 4372 3860

2854

4315

5586 6243 7325 5959

1997

1998

1999

Among foreign applications the greatest number
comes from USA — 511 (17.3%) in 1998, and 471
(22.4%}) in 1999, United Kingdom - 130 (4.4%) and
133 (6.3%) respectively, Finland — 118 (4.0%) and 112
(5.3%) and Sweden - 130 (4.4%) and 91 (4.3%).
Applicants from Germany, France, Switzerland, ltaly
and the Benelux countries prefer international trade-
mark registration that is much more convenient for
trademark holders from these countries.

Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumu vidi lielakais skaits
ir no Amerikas Savienotajam Valstim — 1998. gada 511
{17,3%), bet 1999. gada - 471 (22,4%), Lielbritanijas -
attiecigi 130 (4,4%) un 133 (6,3%), Somijas — 118
(4,0%) un 112 (5,3%), ké arl Zviedrijas — 130 (4,4%) un
91 (4,3%). Vacijas, Francijas, Sveices, Italijas un
Beniluksa valstu pieteicgji parsvard izmanto So valstu
prec¢u zimju Tpasniekiem daudz értako iespéju — starp-
tautisko precu zimju redistraciju.

1

10. tabula Pre€u zimju pieteikumu sadalijums pa izcelsmes zemém 1998. — 1999. gada (aktivakas 15 valstis)
Table 10 Breakdown of Trademark Applications by Origin in 1998 — 1999 (15 most active countries)

1998 DE LV FR CH US

Nacionalaja procedira

National Procedure 93 1508 22 28 511

Starptaut. procedura

International Procedure 1448 - 645 558 -

Kopa

Total 1541 1508 667 587 551
1999 DE Lv FR US CH
Nacionalaja procediira

National Procedure 22 842 14 471 44
Starptaut. procedura

International Procedure 1456 - 628 - 410
Kopa

Total 1478 842 642 471 454

it

14

478

492

BX

62

358

420

BX AT PL ES GB SE RU H CZ

51 15 1 8 130 130 8 118 1

428 134 141 133 - - 122 - 73

479 149 142 141

1M 10 133 3 112 2 91 23 7
310 133 - 110 -
321 143 133 113 112
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STARPTAUTISKAS PRECU ZIMES

Vairak k& pusi no 1998. un 1999. gada pre¢u zimju
registracijas pieteikumiem sastdda saskanad ar
Madrides Noligumu par predu zimju starptautisko
registraciju spéka stajusas zimes. Pavisam 1998. gada
aizsardzibu Latvija ieguvuSas 4372, bet 1999. gada
3860 starptautiskas precu zimes (attiecigi 59,7% un
64,8% no kopéja pieteikumu skaita). No $a kopskaita
1998. gada 3505 ir jaunas redistracijas, bet 867 — teri-
toridlie paplasindjumi. 1999. gada attiecigi 3216 — jau-
nas registracijas, bet 644 - teritoridlie paplasinajumi.
lenako$o starptautisko zimju kopéja skaita dinamika
joprojam ir ar pieaugo8u raksturu.

INTERNATIONAL TRADEMARKS

More than half of the trademark registration
applications in 1998 and 1999 is constituted by marks
that have become valid under the provisions of the
Madrid Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Marks. 4372 international trademarks
have gained protection in Latvia in 1998, and 3860
trademarks in 1999 (59.7% and 64.8% of the total
number of applications respectively). 3505 of them
were new registrations, an 867 - territorial exten-
sions in 1998. In 1999 there were 3216 new registra-
tions and 644 territorial extensions. The dynamics of
incoming international marks is still on the increase.

Table 11

.

11. tabula Starptautisko pre€u zZimju izplatiba uz Latvijas Republiku 1998. un 1999. gada
International Trademarks Relating to the Republic of Latvia 1998 - 1999

Jaunas starptautiskas registracijas

New international registrations

Agraku starptautisko registraciju teritorialie paplasinajumi
Territorial extensions of earlier international registrations

Starptautisko zimju kopskaits ar aizsardzibu Latvija
International marks protected in Latvia

1998 1999
3505 3216
867 644
4372 3860

Starptautisko preéu zimju izcelsmes dalijuma
tapat ka iepriekSéjos gados dominé piecas teritorijas:
Vécija, Francija, Sveice, Italija un Beniluksa valstis.
Absoluta lidere ir Vacija, no kuras 1998. gada sanem-
tas 1448 starptautiskas zimes (33,1% no kopskaita),
bet 1999. gada — 1456 (37,7%).

Latvijas precu zimju Tpasnieki apliecina interesi arl
par zimju aizsardzibas iegUSanu arvalstis ar starp-
tautiskas registracijas palidzibu. 1998. gada stajusas
spéka 26 starptautiskas registracijas ar Latvijas izcel-
smi, bet 1999. gadad — 21. Jau tradicionali Latvijas
pieteicéju starptautiski registrétajas precu zimés ka
attiecindjuma valstis visbiezdk noraditas Krievijas
Federacija (1998. — 24, 1999. — 15), Ukraina (1998. - 22,
1999. — 15), Baltkrievija (1998. gada - 21, 1999. gada -
16) un Kazahstana (1998. - 13, 1999. - 13).

Just like in the previous period of review, five ter-
ritories prevail in the distribution of international trade-
marks by place of origin: Germany, France,
Switzerland, ltaly and Benelux states. The absolute
leader is Germany. 1448 international marks (33.1%
of the total) have been received from Germany in
1998, and 1456 marks (37.7%) in 1999,

Latvia's trademark holders express interest in
obtaining trademark protection abroad through inter-
national registration. 26 international registrations of
Latvian origin have entered into force in 1998, and 31
in 1999. Traditionally the designated country most
often mentioned by Latvia's applicants in their inter-
national trademark registrations is the Russian
Federation (24 designations in 1998, and 15 in 1999),

the Ukraine (22 in 1998, and 15 in 1999), Byelorussia

(21 in 1998, and 16 in 1999) and Kazakhstan (13 in
1998, and 13 in 1999).
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INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

106 industrial design patent applications have
been filed in 1998, and 69 applications in 1999. Many
of them are multiple applications containing more
than one industrial design or its variant, therefore the
actual number of filed industrial designs is greater —
261 objects in 1998, and 167 in 1999. The number of
applications in 1998 remained at approximately the
same level as in the previous years, but in 1999 it
decreased — apparently because of the increase of
the state fees for legal protection of industrial
designs at the end of 1998. Most of the filed applica-
tions are of Latvian origin — 82 (77.4%) in 1998, and
43 (62.3%) in 1999. The proportion of domestic appli-
cations in the total number of applications was slight-
ly higher in 1998 as compared with previous years,
but in 1999 it stabilized at the same level as in the
previous years.

DIZAINPARAUGI

1998. gada iesniegti pavisam 106, bet 1999. gada
69 dizainparaugu patentpieteikumi. Liela dala no tiem ir
kompleksi pieteikumi, kas satur nevis vienu, bet
vairakus dizainparaugus vai to izpildijuma variantus,
tapéc faktiskais aizsardzibai pieteikto dizainparaugu
skaits ir lielaks, proti, 1998. gadad pavisam 261, bet
1999. gada — 167 objekti. Salidzinot ar iepriek$éjiem
gadiem, redzams, ka pieteikumu skaits 1998. gada
apméram palicis iepriek$éjo gadu Ilimeni, bet
1999. gada ir krities, kas acimredzot izskaidrojams ar
dizainparaugu tiesiskas aizsardzibas valsts nodevu
palielinasanos 1998. gada beigas. No iesniegtajiem
pieteikumiem vairums ir Latvijas izcelsmes — 1998. gada
82 (77,4%), bet 1999. gada 43 (62,3%). Latvijas
izcelsmes pieteikumu Tpatsvars kopéja pieteikumu
skaita 1998. gada ir bijis lielaks, neka ieprieks, bet
1999. gada atkal ir nostabilizéjies iepriekséjo gadu limeni.

12. tabula Dizainparaugu aizsardziba Latvijas Republika
Table 12  Protection of Industrial Designs in Latvia

Dizainparaugu patentpieteikumu kopskaits
Design applications — Total

No tiem - Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumi
Including domestic applications

Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total

Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumi
Foreign applications

Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total

Izsniegti dizainparaugu patenti
Granted design patents
Number of valid patents at the end of year*

* —including re-registered designs of 1992 — 1995

Speka esoSo dizainparaugu patentu skaits gada beigas* 477; m

* - Speka esoso dizainparaugu kopskaita ietverti ari 1992. - 1995. g. parregistrétie dizainparaugi

1998 1999
106 69
82 43

77.4% 62,3%
24 26
22,6% 37,7%

100 b3

The thematic range of applications is quite
diverse. Applications for protection of very different
objects have been filed, both — three-dimensional
(models) and two-dimensional (drawings). The indus-
trial designs filed in 1998-1999 have been influenced
by the present situation in Latvia's industry. There are
many applications related to samples of packaging for
foodstuffs (including candies), equipment and glass-
cases for trade and exhibitions, as well as elements of
public services and amenities — a paving stone, a road
slab and curb-stone, road poles and fencings. There
are also applications for the protection of furniture —
chairs, beds, a table on rollers, stands for flower pots,
aquariums, tableware including glassware with double

Pieteikumu tematiskais loks ir visai daudzveidigs,
aizsardzibai pieteikti Joti dazadi objekti, gan telpiski
(modeli}, gan plakani (zimé&jumi). Uz 1998. un 1999. gada
pieteiktajiem dizainparaugiem, protams, lielu iespaidu
atstdj pasreizéjais Latvijas rdpniecibas stdvoklis.
Pieteikts daudz partikas produktu (tai skaita konfeksu)
iesainojumu paraugu, tirdzniecibas un izstazu stendu un
vitrinu, ka arl pilsétas labiekartojuma elementu —
brugakmens, cela platne un apmale, cela stabini un
nozogojumi. Aizsardzibai pieteiktas mébeles ~ krésli,
gultas, galding uz riteniem, puku podu turétaji, akvariji,
pieteikti ari trauki, tai skaitd dubultsienu stikla trauki,
vazes un svecturi, protams, arl pudeles, k& arl koka
SUpulzirdzing, spélu kartis, motocikls un glabsanas délis.
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No Latvijas pieteicéjiem, kuri 1998. un 1999. gada
iesniegusi lielaku skaitu dizainparaugu pieteikumu, var
nosaukt dizainerus Raimondu CIRULI, Gunaru
PLATPIRU un Valeriju PRILADISU, firmas “EURO-
PEAN PLASTIC INDUSTRIES, Inc.”, a/s “LIVANU
STIKLS", SIA “LANGA", publisko a/s “"GUTTA", SIA
“Z00", SIA “KKK"” un SIA “HOETIKA-ATU". Arvalstu
pieteicéju saraksta ar vairakiem pieteikumiem atzimeé-
jami “KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS ELECTRONICS N.V.",
“HENKEL KGaA" un “VELUX INDUSTRI A/S”,

1998. gada Latvija izdoti 100, bet 1999. gada — 53
dizainparaugu patenti. Protams, $o izshiegto dizainpa-
raugu patentu skaits ir atkarigs no dizainparaugu
pieteikumu skaita. 1999. gada beigas spékéd bija
pavisam 501 dizainparaugu patents. Ka pozitivu ten-
denci dizainparaugu aizsardzibas joma var atzimét to,
ka, beidzoties dizainparaugu patentu darbibas pirma-
jam piecu gadu terminam, zindma daja dizainparaugu
patentu Tpasnieku izrada interesi par $o patentu dar-
bibas terminu pagarindsanu. No 58 dizainparaugu
patentiem, kuri izsniegti uz 1993. gada pieteiktajiem
dizainparaugiem, pagarinats 21, bet no 45 dizainparau-
gu patentiem, kuri izsniegti uz 1994. gada pieteikta-
jiem dizainparaugiem, pagarinati 17.

walls, vases and candlesticks, as well as bottles, a
wooden rocking horse, cards, a motorcycle and a res-
cue board.

Among Latvia's applicants who have filed a con-
siderable number of industrial design applications dur-
ing 1998 and 1999, we should mention the designers
Raimonds CIRULIS, Gunars PLATPIRS and Valerijs
PRILADISS, as well as several companies -
“European Plastic Industries, Inc.”, JSC "Livanu
stikls”, LLC "LANGA”", Public JSC “GUTTA", LLC
“Z00", LLC "KKK” and LLC "“HOETIKA-ATU".
Among foreign applicants who have filed several appli-
cations we should point out “KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS
ELECTRONICS N.V.", "HENKEL KGaA" and “VELUX
INDUSTRI A/S”.

100 industrial design patents have been granted
in 1998, and 53 patents in 1999. The number of grant-
ed patents depends on the number of filings, of
course. Altogether 501 industrial design patent was in
force at the end of 1999. We might point out a posi-
tive tendency in the sphere of industrial designs - by
the end of the first five-year period of industrial design
protection, some holders of industrial design patents
have shown interest in renewal of their patents. Out
of the 58 industrial design patents, that were granted
on the grounds of applications filed in 1993, 21 has
been renewed, and out of the 45 industrial design
patents granted on the grounds of applications filed in
1994, 17 have been renewed.
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INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

The World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) is a special organization within the frame-
work of the United Nations, that is responsibie for
the promotion of intellectual property protection
throughout the world. It performs great organiza-
tional work in the field of international cooperation
by administering multilateral cooperation agree-
ments and thus promoting the development of intel-
lectual property protection in each member state of
the convention and all over the world.

As soon as the renewed Latvian Patent Office
started functioning the Republic of Latvia became a
member state of the Convention Establishing the
World Intellectual Property Organization (entered
into force with respect to Latvia on January 21,
1993) and of the Paris Convention for the Protection
of Industrial Property (September 7, 1993). Besides
Latvia is a member state of 6 other conventions and
agreements, thus becoming a constituent part of
the European and global network of intellectual
property protection with all the resulting rights and
obligations. The commitments following from the
above mentioned conventions and agreements are
performed by the Patent Office.

We have good reason to believe that interna-
tional cooperation and the support and assistance
rendered by international organizations have greatly
contributed to the fact that the Patent Office of
Latvia has successfully finished the formation of the
national system for industrial property protection,
and worked out legislation that is in full compliance
with the requirements of the European Union and
the World Trade Organization, so that it does not
hinder Latvia's accession to the European Union.

The Republic of Latvia, that is a member state
of the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) and an associated member state of the
European Patent Organization (EPO) (since
01.05.1995), is represented at the meetings of
these organizations - the Assemblies of the
Member States of WIPO, the Program and Budget
Committee, the WIPO Coordination Committee, as
well as the EPO Administrative Council and the EPO
Program Committee — by the leaders of the Patent
Office. The Patent Office has actively participated in
the work of the above mentioned organizations and
committees during the period of review.

The specialists of the Patent Office have also
taken part in the respective standing committees of
the WIPO and EPO in 1998 and 1999 - Standing
Committee on the Law of Patents, Standing
Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial
Designs and Geographical Indications, Standing
Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), the

STARPTAUTISKA
SADARBIBA

Pasaules intelektuald tpasuma organizacija
(World Intellectual Property Organization ~ WIPO) ir
speciala organizacija ANO ietvaros, kas atbildiga par
intelektuala ipasuma aizsardzibas veicinaSanu visa
pasaulé. Ta veic lielu organizatorisko darbu starp-
tautiskds sadarbibas joma, administréjot daudz-
puséjus sadarbibas ligumus un tadéjadi sekméjot
intelektualda Tpasuma aizsardzibas attistibu katra
konvencijas dalibvalsti un visa pasaulé kopuma,

Latvijas Republika jau no atjaunotds Patentu
valdes pasa darbibas sakuma ir Konvencijas par
Pasaules Intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas nodibi-
nasanu (attieciba uz Latviju spéka stajusies 1993. gada
21. janvarl) un Parizes konvencijas rapnieciska
Ipasuma aizsardzibai (stajusies spéka 1993. gada
7. septembri) dalibvalsts. Bez tam Latvijas
Republika ir vél sedu konvenciju un noligumu dalib-
valsts un I1dz ar to Latvija ir iek]avusies Eiropas un
pasaules intelektuald ipasuma aizsardzibas kopéja
tikla ka pilntiesiga ta sastdvdala ar visam no ta
izrieto§am sekdm - piendkumiem un tiesibam.
Saistibas, kas izriet no $im konvencijam un noligu-
miem, izpilda Patentu valde.

Drosi var apgalvot, ka pamata tam, ka Latvijas
Patentu valde |oti sekmigi ir paveikusi rupnieciska
ipaduma aizsardzibas sistémas izveidoSanu valsti,
ka tas izstradata likumdosana $Saja joma atbilst
Eiropas Savienibas un Pasaules Tirdzniecibas orga-
nizacijas prasibam, un lidz ar to tad nav Skérslis cela
uz pievienosanos Eiropas Savienibai, ir cieSa starp-
tautiska sadarbiba un starptautisko organizaciju
palidziba un atbalsts.

Latvijas Republiku k& Pasaules intelektuala
ipaSuma organizécijas (WIPO) dalibvalsti un Eiropas
Patentu organizacijas (EPO) asociéto locekli
(1995.01.05) S0 organizaciju pasakumos - WIPO
Generalaja asambleja, Programmu un Budzeta
komiteja, WIPO Koordinacijas komiteja, EPO
Administrativaja padomé& un EPO Programmu
komiteja parstav Patentu valdes vadiba. Ari parska-
ta perioda Patentu valde aktivi piedalijusies $o orga-
nizaciju un komiteju darba.

Bez tam Patentu valdes specialisti 1998. un
1999. gada piedalijusies attiecigas WIPO un EPO
pastavigajas komitejas — Patentu likumu pastavigaja
komiteja, PreCu zimju, dizainparaugu un geogra-
fiskds izcelsmes noradZu pastavigaja komiteja,
Informacijas tehnologijas pastavigaja komiteja, EPO
Patentu likumdosanas komiteja. Sniedzam ieskatu
galvenajas problémas, kas risinatas Sajas komitejas
parskata perioda ar tieSu Patentu valdes darbinieku
lidzdaltbu.

Latvijas Patentu valdes darbinieki veiku$i lielu
darbu EPO Patentu likumdo8anas komiteja un




LATVIJAS REPUBLIKAS PATENTU VALDE

PATENT OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

WIPO Patentu likumu pastavigaja komiteja,
piedaloties projekta sagatavosSana par izmainam
Eiropas Patentu konvencija atbilstosi EPO program-
mai BEST (Bringing the Examination and Search
Together), kuru paredzéts izskatit Diplomatiskaja
konferencé 2000. gada novembri, ka ari Patentu
llguma sagatavosana. Patentu ligums tiek gatavots,
lai harmonizétu patentu iegl$anas un uzturésanas
formalas prasibas nacionalajas un regionéalajas
patentu iestadés. Ligums, pieméram, paredz
nacionalo un regionalo iestazu vienadu standartizé-
tu starptautisku formalo prasibu kopumu, kurs ir
saskana ar formalajam prasibam  Patentu
Kooperacijas liguma ietvaros, standartizétas veidla-
pas, kuras jaakcepté visam Liguma dalibvalstu
Patentu iestddém, pamatprincipus elektroniskai
pieteikuma iesniegSanas ievieSanai un citus
nosacijumus.

1999. gada janvari pamatojoties uz EPO un LPV
panédkto vienosanos un Latvijas Republikas Arlietu
ministrijas 7. janvara notu, tika noslégta Vieno3anas
par Latvijas Republikas valdibas un Eiropas Patentu
organizacijas 1994. gada 25. janvara Noliguma par
sadarbibu patentu joma (Sadarbibas ligums), ka ari
par Eiropas patenta attiecindSanu uz Latvijas
Republiku pagarindsanu uz nakamajiem diviem
gadiem.

Pasaules intelektuald TpaSuma organizacijas
Diplomatiskaja konferencé Zenéva 1999. gada jani-
ja tika izskatiti materiali par Hagas vieno$anos par
dizainparaugu starptautisko deponésanu. Latvijas
Republikas delegacijas vaditdjs Patentu valdes
direktors Z. Aumeisters tika ievéléts par konferen-
ces viceprezidentu. Sis konferences nosléguma
dala Zenéva 6. julija tika atvérta Hagas vienoganas
Zenévas (1999.g.) redakcijas teksta, ki ari
Diplomatiskas konferences Nosléguma akta parak-
stidana. Abus dokumentus parakstija ari Latvijas
Republikas delegacija.

Pasaules intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas
Pre¢u zimju, dizainparaugu un {Jeografiskas
izcelsmes norazu pastavigds komitejas sesijas
parskata perioda, tika apstiprinati komitejas dar-
bibas noteikumi un apskatamo jautajumu loks, kura
ietilpa sekojoSas problémas - plasi pazistamas
pre€u zimes, precu zimju licencésana, precu zimju
izmantoSana Interneta tikla, geografiskas nerades.
Darba gaita sekojoSas sesijas tika apspriesti un
pienemti galvenie pamatprincipi par precu zimju
izmantosanu globalaja Interneta tikla:

e precu zimju aizsardziba Internets,

e tiesibu uz predu zimém koeksistence
Interneta,

e atbildiba par apziméjuma, kurs konflikté ar
pre¢u zimju tiesibam, izmantosanu Internets,

e lidzekl]i preéu zimju tiesibu aizsardzibai un
tiesibu uz pre¢u zimém iegdSana un uzturéSana
spéka Interneta.

Komiteja apsprieda arT Pre¢u zimju
pagaidu noteikumus.

Pasaules intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas
Informacijas tehnologijas pastavigds komitejas

licencu

EPO Committee on Patent Law. We would like to
give an insight into the basic problems that have
been addressed by these committees during the
period of review with direct participation of the LPO
employees.

The employees of the Latvian Patent Office have
done serious work in the EPO Committee on Patent
Law and the WIPO Standing Committee on the Law
of Patents by participating in the drafting of
amendments to the European Patent Convention in
accordance with the EPO program BEST (Bringing
the Examination and Search Together), that will be
discussed by the Diplomatic Conference in
November of 2000, as well as in drafting of the
Patent Law Treaty. The Patent Law Treaty is aimed at
harmonization of the formal requirements of the
national and regional patent offices for patent appli-
cations and patents. The Treaty contains provisions
on a standard set of international formal requirements
of national and regional offices, that would comply
with the formal requirements set under the PCT, on
model forms that have to be accepted by all the
Patent Offices of the Member States, on the basic
principles for introducing electronic filing of applica-
tions as well as other provisions.

On the basis of the agreement between the EPO
and the LPO and the Note of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of January 7, 1999, the Agreement between
the Government of the Republic of Latvia and the
European Patent Organization on Cooperation in the
Field of Patents (Cooperation Agreement) of January
25, 1994, and the Agreement on Extension of
European Patents (Extension Agreement) were pro-
longed for another period of two years.

The WIPO Diplomatic Conference for the
Adoption of a New Act of the Hague Agreement
Concerning the International Deposit of Industrial
Designs met in  Geneva in June 1999,
Mr. Z. Aumeisters, the head of the delegation of the
Republic of Latvia, was elected vice-president of the
conference. At the end of the conference on July 6,
1999, the text of the Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague
Agreement, and the Final Act of the Diplomatic
Conference were open for signature. Both documents
were signed by the delegation of the Republic of
Latvia.

During the period of review the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) Standing Committee on
the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs and
Geographical Indications adopted the Rules of
Procedure applicable to the committee and the
Agenda that contained the following problems - well-
known trademarks, trademark licences, the use of
trademarks on the Internet, geographical indications.
During the following sessions the Committee dis-
cussed and adopted the basic principles concerning
the use of trademarks on the Internet:

e trademark protection on the Internet;

e coexistence of trademark rights on the
Internet;

¢ |iability for use of a sign on the Internet, that
infringes existing trademark rights;
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e remedies for the infringement of trademark
rights and possibilities of acquisition and mainte-
nance of trademark rights on the Internet.

The Committee also discussed Draft Articles on
Trademark Licences.

The WIPO Standing Committee on Information
Technologies in its 3rd session discussed the
Committee's strategic plan for the 21st century,
that, among other things, provides for broad-scale
projects like the development of a network connect-
ing all the Patent Offices of WIPO member states
(WIPOnet), intellectual property digital library, and
electronic dissemination of intellectual property
information. The Latvian Patent Office has been rep-
resented at all three sessions of the Committee.

On its way to the European Union the Republic
of Latvia has to satisfy a series of conditions. Before
signing an agreement with the World Trade
Organization (WTO) it had to take certain measures
that were required by the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS). In this respect the Patent Office of the
Republic of Latvia has done a great work, first of all
by developing the legal grounds for intellectual prop-
erty protection, by improving the legislation and
bringing it in compliance with the requirements of
the European Union, and by ensuring the enforce-
ment of intellectual property rights. When partici-
pating in meetings and symposiums organized by
international organizations, the employees of the
Latvian Patent Office have read reports and presen-
tations on the compliance of Latvia's industrial prop-
erty legislation with the respective European Union
directives and regulations. The European
Commission has acknowledged Latvia's rapid
progress in the sphere of industrial property protec-
tion. Thereby the Patent Office of Latvia has consid-
erably contributed to the conclusion of the agree-
ment with the World Trade Organization.

During the period of review the specialists of
the Patent Office have expanded their experience
by participating in symposiumes, training courses and
seminars organized by the WIPQO, the European
Patent Organization, the European Patent Office,
other organizations and national patent offices, as
well as by visiting the patent offices of other coun-
tries and exchanging experience with the staff of
these offices. The employees of the Latvian Patent
Office have visited the Patent Offices of Austria,
Denmark, the United Kingdom, and have participat-
ed in a training course organized by the US Patent
and Trademark Office on the protection of intellec-
tual property in the US. The head of the Department
of State Registers and Documentation attended a
one month training course on the administration of
industrial property that was organized by the
Japanese Government within the framework of the
International Cooperation Program and held at the
Japanese Patent Office and the Japan Institute of
Invention and Innovation. In October 1999
Mr. J. Bobrovszky, Head of the WIPO Law Division,
Mr. J. Smith, Director General of the Norwegian

3. sédé tika izskatits komitejas stratégiskais plans
21. gadsimtam, kura, cita starpa, paredzétas tadas
vérienigas programmas ka Pasaules intelektuala
TpaSuma organizacijas tikla izveides projekts ar
mérki sasaistit visu dalibvalstu Patentu iestades
(WIPOnet), intelektuala ipaSuma digitdlas bib-
liotékas projekts, elektroniskas intelektuala Tpasu-
ma informacijas izplatiSanas projekts. Latvijas
Patentu valde tika parstavéta visas trijas komitejas
sédeés.

Virziba uz Eiropas Savienibu Latvijas Republikai
jaizpilda vesela rinda nosacijumu. Saja sakara,
gatavojoties ligumam ar Pasaules tirdzniecibas
organizaciju (PTO), tai bija javeic arl pasdkumi, ko
prasa Vienosanas par intelektuala ipasuma tiesibu
aspektiem saistiba ar tirdzniecibu (Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights — TRIPS).
Saja jautajuma lielu darbu paveikusi Latvijas Patentu
valde, pirmkéart, jau ar intelektudla TpaSuma
aizsardzibas tiesiskd pamata izveidoSanu, likum-
dosanas pilnveidosanu un saskanosanu ar Eiropas
Savienibas prasibam, intelektuala Tpasuma tiesibu
realizacijas nodrosinasanu. Piedaloties dazadu
starptautisko organizaciju rikotajas sanaksmés un
simpozijos par Siem jautdjumiem, Patentu valdes
darbinieki uzstajas ar referatiem un zinojumiem par
Latvijas Republikas rdpnieciskd Ipasuma likum-
dosanas atbilstibu attiecigajam Eiropas Savienibas
direktivam un reguléjosiem noteikumiem. Eiropas
Komisija atzinigi novértéjusi Latvijas straujos
panakumus rdpnieciska pasuma  tiesiskas
aizsardzibas joma. Tadéjadi Patentu valde devusi
ievérojamu ieguldijumu liguma noslégSana ar
Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizéciju.

Parskata perioda Patentu valdes darbinieki bagati-
najusi savu pieredzi gan WIPQ, Eiropas Patentu orga-
nizacijas, Eiropas Patentu iestades un citu organizaciju
un atsevisku patentu iestdZzu organizétajos simpozi-
jos, kursos un seminaros, gan apmeklgjot citu valstu
Patentu iestddes un apmainoties pieredzé ar to
darbiniekiem. Patentu valdes darbinieki darba vizités
apmeklgjusi Austrijas, Danijas, Lielbritanijas Patentu
iestadi, piedalijusies ASV Patentu un precu zimju
iestades rikotajd méacibu semindra Vasingtona par
intelektuala ipasuma aizsardzibas sistému Saja valstl.
Valsts regdistru un dokumentacijas nodalas vaditaja
apmeklgja Japanas valdibas Starptautiskas sadarbibas
programmas ietvaros organizétos ménesa apmacibas
kursus par ripnieciska ipaSuma aizsardzibas vadiSanas
jautdjumiem Japanas Patentu valdé un Japanas
lzgudrojumu un inovaciju instituta. Savukart Latvijas
Patentu valdes un Latvijas Republikas Tieslietu
ministrijas kopigi rikotaja seminara Intelektuala ipasu-
ma loma valsts ekonomikd 1999. gada oktobri ka
lektori piedalijas Pasaules intelektuala ipaSuma orga-
nizacijas juridiska departamenta vaditajs J. Bobrovskis,
Norvégijas Patentu iestades Jeneraldirektors J. Smits,
Somijas Patentu iestades Jgeneraldirektors
M. Jenajervi, Beniluksa Pre¢u zZimju un dizainparaugu
biroja direktora vietniece M. van den Bruka.

1998. gada marta Patentu valdi darba vizité
apmekléja Zviedrijas Patentu un registracijas
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iestades generaldirektors K. A. Ifvarsons. Tika pa-
rakstits sadarbibas ligums starp Zviedrijas un
Latvijas Patentu valdém turpmakajiem 3 gadiem.
Turpinés sadarbiba agrak noslégto divpuséjo ligumu
ietvaros ar Austrijas, Vacijas, Lietuvas un lgaunijas
Patentu iestadém. 1999. gada februari tika paraksti-
ta vienoSanas ar Norvé{ijas Patentu valdes
generaldirektoru J. Smitu par sadarbibas liguma
noslégsanu starp abam Patentu iestadém, ka ari par
Latvijas Patentu valdes specidlistu apmacibu
Norvégijas Patentu iestadé. 1998. gada junija
Latvijas Patentu valdi darba vizité apmekléja
Lietuvas Patentu biroja Patentu nodalas darbinieki.
Tika nolemts 8adas delegaciju apmainas vizites
veikt regulari. 1999. gada janija Patentu valdes viesi
bija Danijas Patentu iestades specialisti.

Patentu valde sadarbojas ari ar Sveices,
Somijas, Japanas Patentu iestddém. 1998. gada
novembri, Patentu valdes direktoram uzturoties
ASV Patentu iestadé Va$ingtona, tika panakta
vieno$anéas par sistematisku informacijas apmainu,
Latvijas Patentu valdes darbinieku apmacibas
iespéju ASV, ka arl par ASV vadoso specialistu lek-
cijam un Tislaicigu kursu vadisanu Latvijas Patentu
valdé. Si cie$a starptautiska sadarbiba dod iespéju
madsu darbiniekiem paaugstinat savu profesionalo
kvalifikaciju pieredzes bagatajas patentu iestadés.

Patentu valde uztur cieSus sakarus ari ar
Ripnieciskd 1paduma aizsardzibas starptautisko
asociaciju (AIPPI). PiedaliS8anas §is organizacijas
kongresos, kas notiek reizi trijos gados, sniedz jau-
nas zinasanas, un to nosléguma dokumenti ir
vértigs materials, kas izmantojams, pilnveidojot
nacionalos likumdoSanas un normativos aktus.
Patentu valdes direktors piedalijas art
Starptautiskaja precu zimju asociacijas
(International Trademark Association — INTA) karté&ja
konferencé, kas notika 1999. gada no 22. lidz
26. maijam Sietla.

Patent Office, Mr. Enajarvi, Director General of the
Finnish Patent Office and Ms. M. van der Broeck,
Deputy Director of the Benelux Bureau of
Trademarks and Industrial Designs, participated as
speakers at the seminar “"The Role of Intellectual
Property in State Economy” that was jointly orga-
nized by the Latvian Patent Office and the Ministry
of Justice of the Republic of Latvia.

In March 1998 Mr. C. A. Ifvarsson, Director
General of the Patent and Registration Office of
Sweden, arrived at the Latvian Patent Office with a
working visit. An agreement was signed on coopera-
tion between the Patent Offices of Sweden and
Latvia for a period of three years. On the basis of
previously concluded agreements cooperation with
the Patent Offices of Austria, Germany, Lithuania
and Estonia is continuing. In February 1999 an
agreement was signed with Mr. J. Smith, Director
General of the Norwegian Patent Office, on
cooperation between the Patent Offices of Norway
and Latvia and on training of the LPO specialists at
the Patent Office of Norway. In June 1998 the spe-
cialists of the Lithuanian Patent Office's Patent
Department paid a working visit to the Latvian
Patent Office. It was decided to exchange such vis-
its of Patent Office delegations on a regular basis. In
June 1999 the specialists of the Danish Patent
Office visited the LPO. The Latvian Patent Office
cooperates with the Patent Offices of Switzerlana,
Finland and Japan as well. Director of the Latvian
Patent Office during his stay at the US Patent Office
in Washington in November 1998 reached an agree-
ment on regular exchange of information, on training
the Latvian Patent Office's specialists in the US as
well as on lectures of leading specialists from the
US and on holding short-term training courses at the
Latvian Patent Office. This kind of close interna-
tional cooperation enables the staff members of the
LPO to improve their professional qualifications at
the highly experienced patent offices.

The Patent Office has close relationship with
the International Association for the Protection of
Industrial Property (AIPPI). Participation in the AIPPI
congresses, that are organized every three years,
provides new information, and the final documents
of these congresses are useful when improving
national laws and regulations. The director of the
Patent Office participated in the conference of the
International Trademark Association (INTA) that was
held in Seattle on May 22-26, 1999.
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FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

The Patent Office's income of 1999 had
increased by 16.1% as compared to 1998. This
increase was apparently caused by the changes in the
rates of fees that became effective on November 1,
1998. However at the same time the expenditures for
services had increased by 56.9% and the expendi-
tures for materials and energy supplies by 8.4%. The
increase of the above mentioned expenditures, and
the necessity to update the stock of computers, that
would enable the LPO to switch over to fully auto-
mated processing of patent and trademark documen-
tation in compliance with the WIPO schedule and to
join the WIPO project aimed at connecting all the
Patent Offices of member states in WIPOnet, is a
good reason for the government of Latvia to reconsid-
er its attitude and to aliow the Patent Office to use its
income for solving these problems without any
restrictions.

FINANSIALA DARBIBA

Patentu valdes ienémumi 1999. gada, salidzinot
ar 1998. gadu, pieaugusi par 16,1%, kas, acimredzot,
galvenokart izskaidrojams ar nodevu izmainam, kas
stajas spéka ar 1998. gada 1. novembri. Tadu tai pat
laika par 56,9% pieaugusi izdevumi par pakalpoju-
miem un par 8,4% materialiem un energoresursu
piegadi. Minéto izmaksu pieaugums un nepiecie$ami-
ba pilnveidot datoru parku, lai nodrosinatu Pasaules
intelektuala Tpasuma organizacijas (WIPQ) pasakumu
plana paredzéto pareju uz patentu un preéu zimju
dokumentacijas pilnigu automatizétu apstradi un
ieklausanos WIPO projekta, kura mérkis ir sasaistit
visu dalibvalstu patentu iestades (WIPOnet), valdibai
bltu jamaina sava nostaja un jalauj Patentu valdei
pasas nopelnitos lidzek|us bez ierobeZojuma izmantot
S0 problému risinasana.

13. tabula Patentu valdes ienémumi un izdevumi 1998. — 1999. gada
Table 13 Patent Office’s Income and Expenditures 1998 — 1999

lepémumi (takst. Ls{_
Income (thousands LVL)

Patentu nodevas
Patent fees

Pakalpojumi
Services

Kopa
Total

lemaksa valsts budzeta
Payment to the state budget

Atalgojumi
Salaries

Darba devéja sociala nodokJa iemaksas
Social taxes paid by employer

Komandé{u'mi un dienesta braucieni
Business trips

Pakalpojumu apmaksa
Payment for services

Kustamie un nekustamie ipasumi
Movables and immovables

Dazadi (Gramatas)
Miscellaneous (Books)

Pavisam
Total

lzdevumi Patentu valdes darbibas nodrosinaganai
Expenditures to ensure Patent Office’s functioning

Materialu, energoresursu, ddens un inventara iegade
Purchase of materials, energy supplies, water and implements 18,9 20,5

Biedru naudas iemaksas starptautiskajam organizacijam
Payment of dues to international organizations

1998 1999
474,2 551,6
15,1 16,7

136,1 159,7
36,6 431
421 471
66,4 104,2
25,5 29,1

54 43

30 35
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PATENTU
TEHNISKA BIBLIOTEKA

Patentu tehniska bibliotéka dibinata 1949. gada 31.
oktobri un par specialu bibliotéku sak veidoties 1961.
gada maija, kad tiek atvérts Patentu literatlras kabinets.

Patentu dokumentacijas krajums sniedz prieks-
statu par dazadu pasaules valstu rlpnieciska ipasuma
aizsardzibas objektiem. Bibliotékas lietotajiem ir pie-
ejams patentu dokumentacijas krdjums par ~30
pasaules valstim, kuru veido Latvijas, Lietuvas,
lgaunijas, ASV, Japanas, Vacijas, Sveices, Skandinavijas
valstu, Lielbritanijas, Austrijas, Krievijas, NVS,
Austrumeiropas valstu un 4 starptautisko organizaciju —
Eiropas Patentu organizacijas, Pasaules intelektuala
ipaSuma organizacijas, Afrikas Intelektudld Tpasuma
organizacijas, Eirazijas Patentu organizacijas u.c. valstu
patentu dokumentacija. EsoSais patentu dokumentaci-
jas krajums pastavigi tiek papildinats ar jauniem patentu
dokumentiem, bibliografiskajam CD-ROM un DVD datu
bazém (ESPACE sérijas datu bazes, DEPAROM,
ROMARIN u.c.), kuras katru gadu tiek atjaunotas, ka ari
ar iespleddarbiem patenttiesibu jautajumos. Patentu
dokumentacijas lasitavas lietotajiem ir pieejami ari pub-
likaciju sakopojumi (klipi), kartotékas par rapnieciska un
intelektuala ipasuma aizsardzibu Latvija un arzemés.

Skaitliska izteiksmé patentu dokumentacijas
krajums 1999. gada beigas — 19,1 milj. eksemplaru. Ik
gadu patentu krajums papildinas par apméram 1 milj.
vienlbdm. lzmantojot krajumu, ir iespéja veikt vispusi-
gus patentu mekl&jumus, precu zZimju un dizainparaugu
mekléjumus, ka ari dazadu aspektu informativa rakstura
pakalpojumus.

Bibliotékas lietotajiem pieejama ari biznesa infor-
macija par firmam, precém un cenam, tiesiskie doku-
menti un literatdra par ekonomikas teorijas pamatiem,
normativi tehniska dokumentécija (standarti, tehniskie
noteikumi, normativi, bibliografiskie raditaji) un
razojumu katalogi {Latvijas un arzemju firmu katalogi par
iekartdm, materialiem un produkciju), tehniskas lite-
ratliras un periodisko izdevumu krajums.

Izmantojot jaundkas informacijas tehnologijas,
Patentu tehniska bibliotéka lietotdjiem piedava dazada
veida informacijas pakalpojumus.

Lietotdji var stradat ar CD-ROM un DVD, lokalajam
datu bazém, automatizéto bibliotéku informacijas sisté-
mu «Aleph 500» un Internetu.

Adrese: Skanu iela 17, Riga, LV-1974
Talrunis: 7227310

Fakss: 7210767

E-pasts: patbib@patlib.lv

Majas lapa: http://www.patlib.lv

PATENT AND
TECHNOLOGY LIBRARY

The Patent and Technology Library was founded
on October 31, 1949. It started turning into a special
library with the opening of the Patent Literature
Reading Room in May, 1969.

The patent documentation collection gives an idea
of the subjects of the intellectual property protection in
different countries of the world. The Library's user has
access to the patent documentation collection com-
prising patent documents from approx. 30 countries
including Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, the U.S., Japan,
Germany, Switzerland, Scandinavia, the U.K., Austria,
Russia, CIS, Eastern Europe, etc., and the patent doc-
uments of the four international organizations - the
European Patent Organization, the World Intellectual
Property Organization, the African Intellectual Property
Organization, the Eurasian Patent Organization.

The patent documentation collection is steadily
growing. New patent documents, annually updated
bibliographical databases on CD-ROM and DVD
(ESPACE series, DEPAROM, ROMARIN, etc.), publica-
tions on patent law are added to the existing collection.
The clippings files and card files on the industrial and
intellectual property protection in Latvia and abroad are
available in the Patent Documentation Reading Room.

By the end of the year 1999 the patent documen-
tation collection has amounted to 19,1 min. items.
Each year approx. 1 min. items are added to the patent
stock. The collection serves to make many-sided
patent, trademark and utility model searches. It also
provides all kinds of information services.

Customers are offered business information on
companies, goods and prices, legal documents and lit-
erature on the theory of economy, standard and tech-
nical documentation (standards, technical specifica-
tions, norms, bibliographic indexes), industrial cata-
logues (business directories of Latvian and foreign
companies containing information on equipment, prod-
ucts and materials), technical books and periodicals.

The Patent and Technology Library provides its
customers with information services using the newest
information technologies.

The user has access to numerous databases on
CD-ROM and DVD, local databases, the automated
library information system “Aleph 500" and the
Internet.

Address:  Skanu 17, Riga LV-1974, Latvia
Telephone: (+371) 7227310

Fax: (+371) 7210767

E-mail: patbib@patlib.lv

Homepage: http://www.patlib.lv
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