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PRIEKSVARDS

Rapnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas pamati Latvijas Re-
publika tika likti driz péc Latvijas neatkaribas iegui$anas
1918. gada. Nakamaja gada tika uzsakts darbs pie normativa
reguléjuma pamatu izstrades, bet jau 1920. gada dibinata Pa-
tentu valde, kas tika izveidota Tirdzniecibas un ripniecibas
ministrijas Ripniecibas departamenta sastava.

Latvijas normativie akti atbilda pasaules valstu praksei
rapnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas joma, un Patentu valdes
darbinieku profesionalitate un nesavtigais ikdienas darbs no-
drosinaja iestadei noteikto funkciju efektivu izpildi.

Tolaik Latvija katru gadu tika sanemti apméram 350 pa-
tentu pieteikumu. Lielako dalu iesniedza no arzemém, jo ar-
valstniekiem bija svarigi jaundibinatas valsts teritorija nostip-
rinat savu darbibu un aizsargat tehniskos risinajumus.

Latvija visvairak izgudrojumu autoru bija no masu amat-
nieku un lauksaimnieku vidus. Patentus pieteica tehniskas
tika izgudrots pasaulslavenais miniatirais fotoaparats “Mi-
nox’, kura autors ir Riga dzimusais vacbaltietis Valters Caps.
Ta laika pasaulé mazako fotokameru dazadas valstis, tostarp
Latvija, patentéja Valsts elektroniska fabrika (VEF), kas $is fo-
tokameras razoja. Izgudrojums saglabaja savu aktualitati pat
vairakus gadu desmitus péc Latvijas neatkaribas zaudésanas.

Lidz 1940. gada beigam Patentu valde bija izsniegusi
2944 patentus, kuru pieteicéji bija gan vietéjie iedzivotaji, gan
daudzu Eiropas valstu parstavji, gan ari izgudrotaji no Austra-
lijas, Dienvidamerikas un Ziemelamerikas.

Izdevums apzinati tapis ipasa laika. Patentu valde pétiju-
mu ir veltijusi Latvijas Republikas simtgadei, taja atspogulojot
ripnieciska ipaSuma aizsardzibas sistémas izveidi valsts pir-
majos pastavésanas gados. Iesakto pétniecisko darbu pare-
dzéts turpinat, lai apzinatu ari citus vésturiskos laika posmus
un ripnieciska Ipaguma tiesibu objektus.

Sis ir pirmais izdevums, kura vienkopus publicéta in-
formacija par Latvijas patentiem laika posma no 1922. lidz
1940. gadam un kur tos iespéjams apskatit publikacijas nu-
muru seciba. Lai istenotu veésturisko patentu dokumentu
apzina$anu, tika noslégta starpresoru vieno$anas ar Latvijas
Nacionalo arhivu (LNA), ka rezultata izdevuma vajadzibam
veikta apjomiga izgudrojumu atlase un Latvijas pieteicéju
patentu digitalizacija. Pateicamies par atsaucibu un veiksmi-
go sadarbibu LNA direktorei Marai Spradzai, Latvijas Valsts
veéstures arhiva direktoram Nikolajam RiZovam un pétniecei,
Latvijas Universitates Véstures un filozofijas fakultates dokto-
rantei Aigai Bérzinai, ka ari visiem Patentu valdes kolégiem,
kas bija iesaistiti izdevuma tap$ana.

Latvijas nakotne saistama ar rado$o, zinatnisko un tehnis-
ko jaunradi. Izdevums dod pamatu véstures izzinasanai, ka ari
ir nozimigs novadpétniecibas materials.

Sandris Laganovskis
Patentu valdes direktors



FOREWORD

The foundations for the protection of industrial property
in the Republic of Latvia were laid soon after Latvia became in-
dependent in 1918. Next year, the development of the basis for
statutory regulation was begun, and the Latvian Patent Office
was established at the Department of Industry of the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry already in 1920.

The legislation of Latvia was in line with the practice of
other countries in industrial property protection, and the pro-
fessionalism and unselfish daily commitment of the employees
of the Latvian Patent Office ensured the efficient implementa-
tion of the functions assigned to the authority.

Approximately 350 patent applications were received every
year in Latvia. Most of them were submitted from abroad be-
cause foreigners needed to strengthen their activities in the
newly established country and protect technical solutions
therein.

Our artisans and farmers created most inventions in
Latvia. Patents were filed in technical sectors, including me-
chanical engineering and aviation. It should be noted that
the world-famous subminiature camera Minox was invented
at that time, whose author was Walter Zapp, a Baltic German
born in Riga. The State Electrotechnical Factory (VEF), the
manufacturer of the smallest camera in the world at that time,
patented it in different countries, including Latvia.The inven-
tion retained its relevance even several decades after Latvia lost
its independence.

By the end of 1940, the Latvian Patent Office had issued
2,944 patents filed by both local residents and representatives
of many European countries as well as inventors from Austral-
ia, South America and North America.

The research presented in this publication was carried out
by the Latvian Patent Office to mark the Centenary of the Re-
public of Latvia by reflecting the establishment of the system
of industrial property protection during the first years of ex-
istence of the country. It is planned to continue the ongoing
research to identify other historical periods and objects of in-
dustrial property rights.

This is the first publication to aggregate information about
Latvian patents filed in the period from 1922 to 1940 and ar-
ranged according to their publication number. To explore
historical patent documents, an interdepartmental agreement
with the National Archives of Latvia (NAL) was concluded,
resulting in a large-scale selection of inventions and digiti-
sation of the patents filed by Latvian applicants. We would
like to extend our gratitude to Director of National archives
of Latvia Mara Sprudza, Director of the Latvian State Histor-
ical Archives Nikolajs Rizovs, and Researcher Aiga Berzina,
PhD student at the Faculty of History and Philosophy of the
University of Latvia, as well as all the colleagues at the Latvian
Patent Office, who contributed to the publication, for their re-
sponsiveness and fruitful cooperation.

The future of Latvia is associated with creativity, scientific
and technical innovation. The compiled material provides a
basis for the historical study, and it is a significant contribution
to the research of the local history.

Sandris Laganovskis
Director of the Patent Office
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Uzsakot aktivu finansu politikas virzibu un valsts saimnie-
ciskas dzives izveidi, Latvija pamazam atguvas no neatkaribas
kara sekam, jau sameéra atri sasniedza salidzinosi augstu lab-
klajibas limeni un ieklavas kopiga Eiropas aina, piedzivojot
strauju ekonomisko attistibu un tirdzniecibas uzplaukumu.

Nozimiga finansu politikas sastavdala visos laikos bijusi
valsts garantétas tiesibas ekonomiski aktivajiem iedzivota-
jiem un uzpémumiem. Pirmas darbibas rapnieciska ipasu-
ma aizsardziba Latvijas Republika sakas jau neilgi péc valsts
dibinasanas.

Patentu valde tika izveidota 1920. gada, lai gan konkréts
dibinasanas datums nav skaidrs. Dokumentos un literatara
minéti dazadi datumi: 1920. gada janvaris, marts, 4. vai 9. sep-
tembris, atseviskos dokumentos noradita 1919. gada nogale.!
Tika uzsakta pieteikumu pienemsana, bet pieteikto patentu,
modelu vai paraugu un precu zimju registré$ana un apliecibu
izsniegSana praktisku iemeslu dé] aizkavéjas un, péc attiecigo
likumu pienemsanas, tika uzsakta tikai 1922. gada janvari.”

Latvijas Republikas Finan$u ministrija 20. gados Patentu
valdi raksturoja $adi: “Patentu valde izsniedz uz pieteikumu
pamata patentus un precu nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibas, ka
ari parzina parejas lietas, kam sakars ar aizsardzibas iegnisanu
izgudrojumiem, modeliem, fabriku ziméjumiem un pre¢u nozi-
mém.” Ka nozimigakos Patentu valdes darbibas virzienus bija
iespéjams izdalit:

1 Sk, pieméram: LVVA, 6824. f,, 3. apr,, 100. 1, 30.-31.1p; V. C. Patentu lietas. Latvijas InZenieru un
Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals, Nr.11/12, 1924, 15. maijs, 365. Ipp.; Finanéu ministrijas 10 gadu
darbibas parskats. Ekonomists, Nr.22, 1928, 15. nov., 895. Ipp.

2 LVVA,6824.f, 1.apr, 4111, 31 Ip.
3 Finansu ministrijas iekarta. Riga: Finansu ministrijas izdevums, 1937, 11. Ipp.

With the advent of active fiscal policy and the creation of
a national economy, Latvia gradually recovered from the af-
termath of the War of Independence by already reaching a
comparatively high level of prosperity, entering a common
European landscape relatively fast, and experiencing rapid
economic growth and the boom of trade.

At all times, state-guaranteed rights for economically ac-
tive individuals and businesses have been an essential part of
the financial policy. In the Republic of Latvia, the first activ-
ities in the area of industrial property protection occurred
shortly after the establishment of the state.

The Latvian Patent Office was founded in 1920, although
a precise date of foundation is still unclear. Different dates are
mentioned in the documents and literature: January, March,
and 4 or 9 September 1920, as well as the end of 1919 in par-
ticular documents.' Although the Latvian Patent Office start-
ed to receive applications, there was a delay, due to practical
reasons, with registering patents, models and trademarks and
issuing of certificates until January 1922, when the relevant
laws were adopted.?

The Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Latvia described
the Latvian Patent Office in the 1920s as follows: “The Latvi-
an Patent Office issues patents and certificates of certificates of
trademark protection on the basis of applications, as well as it
manages other matters relating to obtaining of the protection of

1 See, for instance: LSHA, stock 6824, entry 3, file 100, p. 30-31; V. C. Patent Files. Latvijas Inzenieru
un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals (Journal of Latvian Engineering and Technology Congress
Bureau) No 11/12, 15 May 1924, p. 365; Decennary Performance Report of the Ministry of Fi-
nance. Ekonomists (Economist) No 22, 15 Nov 1928, p. 895

2 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 1, file 411, p. 31
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1) dazadu izgudrojumu aizsardziba (patenti un parau-
gi) un ar to saistito jautdjumu risinasana;

2) precuzimju (citur teksta ari pre¢u nozimes) aizsardzi-
ba un ar to saistito jautajumu risinasana.

1921. gada 29. decembri finan$u ministrs Ringolds Kal-
nings (1873-1940), uzsverot nepieciesamibu sakartot liku-
mus un raksturojot Patentu valdi tas darbibas sakuma, nora-
dija: “Lidz $im Patentu valde ir tikai pienémuse izgudrojumu
un aizsardzibas nozimju pieteikumus skaita apm[éram] 500,
pie kam valsts kasé iemaksats par katru pieteikumu no Latvi-
jas pavalstniekiem 50 un no arzemniekiem 100 r[u]bl[u], t.i.,
nodoklis, kura lielumu sava laika péc Patentu valde esosam zi-
nam, caur mutisku rikojumu noteicis bij[usais] Tirdzniecibas
un ripniecibas ministrs [E] Zommers. Lai neuzkratos pietei-
kumi un tadejadi neraditu grutibas Patentu valdes talaka dar-
biba, nepieciesami vajadzigs visdrizaka laika staties pie pietei-
kumu caurskatisanas un izspriesanas, kas biis iespejams, starp
citu, tikai péc attiecigu nodoklu noteikSanas, kuri katra zina
bitu ievedami, lai segtu vismaz valsts izdevumus Sinis lietas un
kuru projektu lidz ar So stada prieksa apstiprinasanai’™

Péc likuma pienemsanas Patentu valde uzsaka aktivu dar-
bu Finan$u ministrijas telpas. Patentu valdes ikdienu veidoja
sadi darbi:

1) pieteikumu pienemsana;

2) Patentu komitejas séZu organizésana;

3) Patentu komitejas pienemto lémumu sagatavosana un

apliecibu izdos$ana;

4) ieprieks izsniegto patentu, registréto precu zimju un
paraugu parzinasana, sekosana ikgadéjo nodevu no-
maksai;

5) apliecibu izsniegSana, mainoties pre¢u zimju un pa-
raugu ipasniekiem, u.tml,;

6) izrakstu un izzinu izsnieg$ana vietéjam tiesu iestadém
vai arvalstu patentu iestadém;

4 LVVA, 5485.f, 1. apr,, 2371b. L.

inventions, models and trademarks.” The key functions of the
Latvian Patent Office at that time can be described as follows:

1) protection of various inventions (patents and mod-
els) and settling issues related thereto;

2) protection of trademarks and settling issues related
thereto.

On 29 December 1921, when stressing the need to stream-
line the laws and describing the Latvian Patent Office at the
beginning of its operation, Minister for Finance Ringolds
Kalnings (1873-1940) stated, “Until now, the Latvian Patent
Office has only accepted some 500 applications for protection
of inventions and trademarks. At the same time, Latvian na-
tionals have paid 50 roubles and foreigners have paid 100 rou-
bles for every application to the State Treasury, i.e., the tax, the
amount of which has been set, according to the information at
the disposal of the Latvian Patent Office, by an oral order of the
former Minister of Commerce and Industry [F.] Zommers. To
avoid piling up of applications and prevent difficulties in the
further operation of the Latvian Patent Office, it is necessary to
begin reviewing and resolving the applications in the shortest
possible time, which will be possible, incidentally, only after the
determination of the relevant taxes, which should be introduced
to cover at least public expenditure in those cases and whose
draft is proposed for approval™

After the law was passed, the Latvian Patent Office started
active work at the premises of the Ministry of Finance. The
Latvian Patent Office’s daily work consisted of:

1) acceptance of applications;

2) organization of the meetings of the Patent Committee;

3) endorsing the decisions taken by the Patent Commit-
tee and the issue of certificates;

4) managing and follow-up of previously issued patents,
registered trademarks, and models for the payment of
annual state fees;

5) issuance of certificates if the owners of trademarks and
models changed, etc.;

3 Structure of the Ministry of Finance. Riga: Publication of the Ministry of Finance, 1937, p. 11
4 LSHA, stock 5485, entry 1, file 2371



7) konsultacijas rakstiski un mutiski par patentu, precu

zimju un paraugu registrésanu;

8) izsniegto apliecibu dzésana;

9) konsultésana dazadas iestadés, padomdevéja darbiba

to organizétas sédeés;

10) lietvedibas un citu uzdevumu risinasana;

11) Finandu ministrijas rikojumu izpilde.’

Patenti un precu zimes Patentu valdé bija japiesaka saska-
na ar Finan$u ministrijas apstiprinatiem noteikumiem. Sadi
noteikumi izstradati, lai sistematizétu un sakartotu Patentu
valdes darbibu un lautu izvértét pieteikumus péc to batibas.

Pastavosie noteikumi noteica vienadu patentu un precu
zimju pieteikSanas kartibu. Visi Patentu valdé iesniedzamie
dokumenti, tapat ka tas bija citas valsts iestadés, iesniedzé-
jam bija jaapmaksa ar zimognodevu. Tikai péc nepieciesamo
maksajumu izdari$anas iesniedzéji sanéma atbildi uz saviem
jautajumiem. PreCu zimju un patentu pieteikSanas veidlapas
varéja iegadaties Valsts tipografija, kas atradas Rigas pili.®

Ar pieteikumu izskatiSanu un lémumu pienemsanu pie-
gkirt vai noraidit aizsardzibu kadam pieteiktajam izgudroju-
mam vai precu zimei nodarbojas Patentu komiteja (arl ko-
misija), kas sastavéja no Patentu valdes priek$nieka — Patentu
komitejas priekssédétaja un diviem pastavigiem locekliem,
kurus iecéla Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departaments no
savu darbinieku vidus.” Patentu komitejas locekli atalgojumu
sanéma no Finans$u ministrijas. Visu starpkaru posmu Pa-
tentu komitejas priek§sédétaja amatu ienéma Patentu valdes
prieksnieks Janis Purics.

Rapnieciska ipasuma likumos bija paredzéti patentu un
pre¢u zimju nodokli. Vadoties péc tiem, lai nekavétu Patentu
valdes darba uzsaksanu, tirdzniecibas un ritpniecibas ministrs

5 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6456. 1, b.p.
6 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6460. L, b.p.

7 Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu izdo$anas kartibu. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.294, 1921., 29. dec., 1. Ipp.

6) the issue of extracts and letters of reference to local ju-

dicial authorities or foreign patent offices;

7) written and oral consultations on the registration of

patents, trademarks, and models;

8) cancellation of issued certificates;

9) providing consulting and advisory services for differ-

ent institutions;

10) record-keeping and solving other tasks;

11)execution of the orders issued by the Ministry of

Finance.®

Patents and trademarks had to be filed with the Latvian
Patent Office according to the rules approved by the Ministry
of Finance. Such provisions were designed to systematise and
organise the activities of the Latvian Patent Office and allow
applications to be assessed on the substance.

The existing rules laid down the same procedure for filing
patent and trademark applications. As in case with other state
institutions, an applicant had to pay stamp duty for all the
papers submitted to the Latvian Patent Office. The applicants
received an answer to their questions only after making the
necessary payments. Trademark and patent application forms
could be obtained at the State Printing House located in the
Riga Castle.®

The Patent Committee dealt with examination of appli-
cations and the decision-making process to grant or refuse
protection to any of the filed invention or trademark. The Pat-
ent Committee (aka Commission) consisted of the Head of
the Latvian Patent Office, who chaired the Patent Committee,
and two permanent members appointed by the Department
of Commerce and Industry from among its employees. Mem-
bers of the Patent Committee received remuneration from the
Ministry of Finance. Throughout the interwar period, Janis
Purics, the Head of the Latvian Patent Office, chaired the Pat-
ent Committee.”

5  LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.
6 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.

7 Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure for the Issuance of the Certificates of Protection
of Inventions, Models, and Trademarks and Patents. Valdibas Vestnesis No 294, 29 Dec 1921, p. 1
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Fridrihs Zommers® ar mutisku rikojumu noteica pieteikuma
nodokli §ada apmeéra: Latvijas pavalstniekiem 50 rubli un ar-
zemniekiem 100 rubli. Lidz ar o summu noteik$anu tika uz-
sakta pieteikumu pienemsana Patentu valdeé.’

Tomeér ar to nebija gana pilnvértigai valdes darbibai, jo bija
svarigi atrisinat nodoklu un piesaistito maksajumu jautajumu
atbilstosi Latvijas Republikas monetarajai politikai un ekono-
miskajam prasibam. Satversmes sapulce 1922. gada 17. janva-
ra kopsédé izskatija un pienéma 1919. gada 16. julija likuma
kartiba izdotos noteikumus par nodokli izgudrojumu, parau-
gu un precu zimju registré$anai un apliecibas izsnieg$anai.'’

Minétie noteikumi paredzéja $adas nodevas, kuras jano-
maksa pieprasitajam:

1. Par izgudrojumu:

1) izgudrojuma pieteikuma nodoklis - Ls 5,

2) izgudrojuma pirma gada maksa — Ls 5,

3) otra gada maksa - Ls 10,

4) par katru nakamo gadu - par Ls 5 vairak.

2. Par aizsardzibas zimi (firmas nosaukuma, fabrikas, mar-
kas, precu zimes utt.):

1) registré$ana uz vienu gadu - Ls 10,

2) par katru nakamo gadu - Ls 5,

3) par aizsardzibas zimes parrakstiSanu uz cita varda -

Ls 10.
3. Par modeli vai paraugu:

1) registrésana uz vienu gadu - Ls 5,

2) ar katru nakamo gadu - Ls 5.

Par protestu pret patenta izsniegSanu - Ls 5.

5. Par Patentu komitejas léemuma parsadzibu - Ls 10.

8  Fridrihs Vasarietis (lidz 1940. gadam Zommers; 1881-1972).

9 LVVA, 5485.1, 1. apr,, 2371b. L, b.p.

10 LVVA, 5485.f, 1. apr., 2371b. L, b.p.

11 Latvijas Republikas pirmajos pastavésanas gados apgroziba bija vairakas valatas. 1919. gada
22. marta Latvijas Pagaidu valdiba izlaida papira naudu - Latvijas rublus. Lai izvairitos no
Latvijas rubla vértibas krisanas, Latvijas valdiba to piesaistija iedomatai valatai - zelta frankam
jeb 0.2903226 gramiem zelta, kas bija zelta saturs viena Sveices zelta franka. Sakotnéji maksu par
patentiem un pre¢u zimém planoja ievest zelta frankos, bet, no $is valatas atsakoties, viens zelta
franks tika pielidzinats vienam latam.

The industrial property laws provided for patent and
trademark fees. Based on the latter aiming at an acceleration
of the Latvian Patent Office functioning, Minister for Com-
merce and Industry Fridrihs Zommers® defined a filing fee
of the following amount upon an oral instruction: 50 roubles
for Latvian nationals and 100 roubles for foreigners. With the
amounts being fixed, the filing of applications at the Latvian
Patent Office was commenced.’

However, it was not enough for a full operability of the
Latvian Patent Office, as it was essential to solve the issue
of the taxes and levies in line with the monetary policy and
economic requirements of the Republic of Latvia. The Con-
stitutional Assembly considered and adopted the regulation
drafted under the Law of 16 July 1919 on the fee for filing
inventions, models, and trademarks and issuing a certificate
at its joint meeting of 17 January 1922.'

The regulation provided for such state fees, which an ap-
plicant should pay:

1. For inventions:

1) fee for filing an invention - 5 LVL,"

2) the first annual fee for an invention — 5 LVL,

3) the second annual fee — 10 LVL,

4) for each subsequent year — 5 LVL more.

2. For protection marks (trade names, trade marks, etc.):

1) registration for one year - 10 LVL,

2) for each subsequent year - 5 LVL,

3) for assigning a protection mark to another owner —

10 LVL.

3. For models:
1) registration for one year - 5 LVL,
2) for each subsequent year — 5 LVL.

8  Fridrihs Vasarietis (Zommers before 1940; 1881-1972).

9  LSHA, stock 5485, entry 1, file 2371, b.p.

10 LSHA, stock 5485, entry 1, file 2371, b.p.

11 In the first years of existence of the Re public of Latvia, there were several currencies in circulation.
On 22 March 1919, the Provisional Government of Latvia issued paper money, Latvian roubles. In
order to avoid devaluation of the Latvian rouble, the Latvian government pegged it to an imagi-
nary currency, golden franc or 0.2903226 grams of gold, which one Swiss golden franc contained.
Initially, payments for patents and trademarks were intended to be in golden francs, but, with the
refusal of this currency, one golden franc was equated to one Latvian lat.
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6. Par patenta, aizsardzibas zimes u.c. dublikata izsniegsa-
nu-Ls5.
7. Par papildu patenta vienreizéju izsniegSanu — Ls 5.2

Sadas nodevas palika nemainigas visu starpkaru posmu
(sk. 1. att.).

1921. gada 29. decembri, kad Satversmes sapulce grasijas
apstiprinat minétas nodevas, finansu ministrs Ringolds Kal-
nings paredzéja, ka, piemérojot iepriek§minétos nodoklus un
spriezot péc Patentu valdé iesniegtajiem pieteikumiem, valstij
nakamaja gada bija paredzami Ls 6800 lieli ienémumi.

12 LVVA, 5485.f, 1. apr, 2371b. 1, b.p.

3) K.Hercbergs, higi
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1. attéls

Rupniecibas departamenta véstule Arlietu
ministrijas Politiski ekonomiskajam
departamentam par patentu un precu zimju
nodevam. 1924. gada 24. oktobris.

LVVA, 2954. f, 4. apr., 1229.1. b.p.

Figure 1.

A letter from the Department of Industry to
the Political and Economic Department of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on patent and
trademark state fees dated 24 October 1924.
LSHA, stock 2954, entry 4, file 1229, b.p.

4. For an objection to the issuance of a patent — 5 LVL.

5. Forappealing a decision of the Patent Committee - 10 LVL.
6. For issuing a duplicate of the patent, protection mark,
etc. - 5 LVL.

7. For a one-time issue of an additional patent — 5 LVL."

Such state fees remained unchanged throughout the inter-
war period (See Fig. 1).

On 29 December 1921, when the Constitutional Assem-
bly was going to approve the aforesaid state fees, Minister
of Finance Ringolds Kalnings envisaged that by applying
the aforementioned fees and judging from the applications

12 LSHA, stock 5485, entry 1, file 2371, b.p.
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No tiem:

1) Ls 600 par izgudrojumu pieteikumiem un pirma gada

maksam,

2) Ls 3500 par aizsardzibas zimém,

3) Ls 300 par paraugu registrésanu,

4) Ls 2200 gada maksas par agrak iesniegtiem pieteiku-

miem,

5) Ls 200 par 4.-7. punkta paredzamam nodevam."

Turpmakajos gados, samazinoties pieteikumu apjomam,
arl pirma gada maksa saruka, toties pieauga ikgadéjie maksa-
jumi. Patentu valdes ienémumi bija neregulari, to apmérs bija
atkarigs no rapnieku un tirgotaju aktivitates.

Visi Patentu valdes ienémumi nonaca Valsts kasé. Pieme-
ram, no 1932. gada aprila lidz decembrim Valsts kasé tikai par
patentu izsnieg$anu vien ienaca Ls 6735." Savukart par mo-
del]u un pre¢u zimju registréSanu taja pasa laika Valsts kasé
iemaksaja Ls 22 045. Kopa 1932.-1933. gada Patentu valdes
ienémumi bija Ls 27 820."°

Likums paredzéja, ka ikgadéjas nodevas nomaksajamas
lidz katra gada sakumam. Ja attiecigas nodevas netika samak-
satas, izgudrojumu un precu zimju aizsardziba tika partrauk-
ta. Atseviskus mazturigos Latvijas pilsonus, kuri pieteica kadu
izgudrojumu, finan$u ministrs bija tiesigs atbrivot no nodevu
nomaksas.'®

Salidzinot ar citam Eiropas valstim, Latvija noteikta pa-
tentu nodeva bija zema. Ja Latvija visa patenta aizsardzibas
laika, t.i., 15 gados, Valsts kasé bija jaiemaksa Ls 600, tad Po-
lija tada pasa laika tie bija Ls 6042,39. Vacija aizsardzibu pie-
$kira uz 18 gadiem, kuru laika aizsardzibas sanéméjam bija
jasamaksa Ls 12 684,36.

13 LVVA, 5485.f, 1. apr., 2371b. L, b.p.

14 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 5.1, 1.-45. Ipp.

15 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Diena, Nr.41, 1992, 5. marts, 2. Ipp.

16 Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu un precu nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu izdosanas kartibu. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.294, 1921, 29. dec., 1. Ipp.

17 Cukurs, K. Patentu un paraugu aizsardziba : diploma darbs. Matrikula 7083. Latvijas Universitate.
Riga, 1937, 49.-51. Ipp.

already filed at the Latvian Patent Office, the state would re-
ceive revenue of 6,800 LVL next year, that is, in 1922, out of
which:

1) 600 LVL for invention applications and the first annual

fees,

2) 3,500 LVL for protection marks,

3) 300 LVL for registration of models;

4) 2,200 LVL as annual fees for the applications filed

before;

5) 200 LVL as the state fees foreseen under item 4 to 7."

In the following years, with the number of applications
decreasing, the first annual fees decreased as well, whereas
yearly payments increased. The revenues of the Latvian Patent
Office were irregular because their amount depended on the
activity of manufacturers and merchants.

All revenue from the Latvian Patent Office reached the
State Treasury. For example, from April to December 1932,
the Treasury received 6,735 LVL for the issue of patents only."
On the other hand, the registration of models and trademarks
generated 22,045 LVL for the State Treasury at the same time.
In 1932 and 1933, the revenue of the Latvian Patent Office
totalled to 27,820 LVL."

The law provided for annual fees to be paid by the be-
ginning of each year. If the relevant fees were not paid, the
protection of inventions and trademarks was stopped. The
Minister of Finance had the right to exempt some of the poor
Latvian nationals who applied for any invention from the pay-
ment of fees.'

Compared to other European countries, the patent fee was
low in Latvia. If in Latvia the beneficiary of protection had
to pay 600 LVL to the State Treasury for the whole period of
protection, i.e., 15 years, in Poland the fee was 6,042.39 LVL

13 LSHA, stock 5485, entry 1, file 2371, b.p.
14  LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 5, pp. 1-45

15 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde (There was the Latvian Patent Office Once). Daily Newspaper
Diena No 41, 5 March 1992, p. 2

16 Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure for the Issuance of the Certificates of Protection
of Inventions, Models, and Trademarks and Patents. Valdibas Vestnesis No 294, 29 Dec 1921, p. 1



Finans$u ministrija noradija, ka lidz 1923. gada beigam Pa-
tentu valde jau bija izsniegusi 264 aizsardzibas apliecibas un
80 patentus, ka ari registréjusi 1243 pre¢u zimes un 27 mode-
lus.'® 1924. gada pirmaja ceturksni Patentu valdé bija regis-
trétas 178 precu zimes, kuru ipasnieki lielakoties bija arzem-
nieki. Saja perioda tika izsniegti ari 42 patenti, no tiem tikai
12 patenti bija izsniegti Latvijas pilsoniem."

No 1923. gada decembra lidz 1924. gada jtlijam Patentu
komiteja noturéja 34 sédes, kuras izskatija 699 precu zimju
pieteikumus un izdeva attiecigus léemumus. No tiem 354 pre-
¢u zimju pieteikumus Patentu valdé iesniedza arzemju uzneé-
mumi. Visvairak pieteikumu, t.i., 200, bija no Vacijas.*’

Seviski aktiva patentu un precu zimju pieteikumu sanem-
$ana un to izskatiSana norisinajas tiesi pirmajos Patentu val-
des darbibas gados, bet 1924. gada bija vérojama pieteikumu
skaitliska samazinasanas. Patentu komitejas loceklis, inZenie-
ris Vilhelms Cipste 1924. gada presé rakstija, ka “beidzama
laika iesniegumi mazinajusies skaita zina, bet gan konstatéja-
ma uzlaboSanas péc butibas un praktiskas nozimes”.*' Lidz ar
tendenci pieteikumu skaitam samazinaties bija vérojama to
kvalitates cel$anas, t.i., precizak sastaditi pieteikumi.

1925. gada Patentu valde izsniedza 176 patentus un regis-
tréja 627 prec¢u zimes.* Péc patentpilnvarnieka Eduarda Vei-
sa presé sniegtajam zinam, 1925. gada nogalé Patentu valde
bija iesniegti ap 800 izgudrojumu pieteikumi un izsniegts ap
420 patentu.”

1926. gada Patentu valdes darba apjoms pieauga, un gada
laika ta izdeva aptuveni 205 izgudrojuma patentus, no kuriem
visvairak sanéma Vacijas (76), Latvijas (57), Zviedrijas (12),

18 LVVA, 6824. f, 1. apr, 411.1, 31. Ipp.

19 Lins. Patentu valde. Latvis. Nr. 767, 1924, 8. apr., 4. Ipp.

20 LVVA,4893.f,2.apr, 1.1, 1.-77. Ipp.

21 V. C. Patentu lietas. Latvijas InZenieru un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals, Nr.11/12, 1924, 15.
maijs, 365. Ipp.

22 Patentu valdes darbiba. Socialdemokrats, Nr.8, 1927, 12. janv., 3. Ipp.

23 Veiss, E. Misu patentu likums. Latvijas Inzenieru un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals, Nr. 8/9,
1925, 1. dec., 1. Ipp.

for the same time, while in Germany protection was granted
for 18 years, when the beneficiary had to pay 12,684.36 LVL."”

The Ministry of Finance indicated that the Latvian Patent
Office had already issued 264 protection certificates and 80
patents as well as registered 1,243 trademarks and 27 mod-
els by the end of 1923." In the first quarter of 1924, the Lat-
vian Patent Office registered 178 trademarks, whose owners
were mostly foreigners. During this period, 42 patents were
granted, out of which only 12 patents were granted to Latvian
nationals."”

From the December 1923 until July 1924, the Latvian
Patent Office held 34 meetings to examine 699 trademark ap-
plications and issue relevant decisions. There were 354 trade-
mark applications submitted by foreign companies to the Lat-
vian Patent Office. The highest number of applications, i.e.,
200, was from Germany.”

The first years of the Latvian Patent Office’s operation were
especially active with regard to receipt and examination of
patent and trademark applications. In 1924, the number of
applications decreased and Vilhelms Cipste, Member of the
Patent Committee, Engineer, wrote in the press, “the number
of applications has dropped lately, but there is an improvement
regarding their substance and practical significance”* Along
with the tendency for the number of applications to decline,
there was a rise in their quality, i.e., applications were drafted
more precisely.

In 1925, the Latvian Patent Office granted 176 patents and
registered 627 trademarks.” According to the information
provided by Patent Attorney Eduards Veiss, around 800 patent

17 Cukurs K. Protection of Patents and Models: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 7083. Riga: Uni-
versity of Latvia, 1937, p. 49-51

18 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 1, file 411, p. 31

19 Lins. Latvian Patent Office. Latvis No 767, 8 Apr 1924, p. 4

20 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1., pp. 1-77

21 V. C. Patent Files. Latvijas Inzenieru un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals (Journal of Latvian Engi-
neering and Technology Congress Bureau) No 11/12, 15 May 1924, p. 365

22 The Activities of the Latvian Patent Office. Socialdemokrats (Social Democrat) No 8, 12 Jan 1927, p. 3
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Francijas (8), Lielbritanijas (7), ka ari citu valstu pilsoni.
1926. gada Patentu valde, péc presé sniegtajam zinam, 16 val-
stu uznémumiem registréja 683 precu zimes, 35 modelus un
fabrikas ziméjumus.*

Finan$u ministrijas oficialaja laikraksta “Ekonomists” pub-
licéta informacija liecina, ka lidz 1928. gada 1. aprilim bija
izsniegti pavisam 955 patenti, registrétas 4744 precu zimes,
194 modeli un fabrikas ziméjumi.”

No 1931. gada janvara lidz novembrim Patentu valde pie-
néma 485 precu zimju, 233 patentu un 30 paraugu pieteiku-
mus. Tika izsniegtas 374 apliecibas par precu zimju registré-
$anu (no tam 195 vietéjam firmam un 179 arvalstu firmam)
un 141 patents (no tiem 47 vietéjiem pieteicéjiem un 94 ar-
valstu pieteicgjiem). Saja laika noturéja 29 Patentu komitejas
sédes (sk. 2. att.).

No 1931. gada janvara lidz novembrim Patentu valde uz-
raudzija 1539 ieprieks izsniegto patentu, 6670 registréto pre-
¢u zimju un 317 registréto paraugu nodevu nomaksu un to
tiesisku lietosanu. Saja laika Patentu valdes darbinieki sesas
reizes ka padomdevéji un lietpratéji piedalijas dazadu iestazu
rikotos pasakumos.?

Pasaules ekonomiska krize 30. gados, kas skara ari Latviju,
neradija izmainas Patentu valdes darbiba.

Informaciju par aizsardzibas pieskirSanu un dazadus slu-
dinajumus Patentu valde neregulari publicéja Latvijas Re-
publikas Ministru kabineta oficialaja dienas laikraksta “Val-
dibas Veéstnesis” un Finan$u ministrijas oficialaja laikraksta
“Ekonomists”.>

Patentu valdes budzets bija tie$i paklauts Finan$u mi-
nistrijas budzetam. Galvenos izdevumus sastadija dar-
binieku algas, valsts parvaldé stradajosajiem paredzétas
piemaksas (pieméram, gimenes piemaksa, piemaksa par

24 Patentu valdes darbiba. Socialdemokrats, Nr.8, 1927, 12. janv., 3. Ipp.

25 Finan¢u ministrijas 10 gadu darbibas parskats. Ekonomists, Nr.22, 1928, 15. nov., 895. Ipp.
26 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr, 6456. L, b.p.

27 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6452. L, 70. Ipp.

applications were submitted to the Latvian Patent Office, and
about 420 patents were granted at the end of 1925.%

In 1926, the workload at the Latvian Patent Office in-
creased, as it granted approximately 205 patents for invention
during the year, the most of them was received by nationals
of Germany (76), Latvia (57), Sweden (12), France (8), Great
Britain (7) and other countries. In 1926, according to press
reports, the Latvian Patent Office registered 683 trademarks
and 35 models for companies from 16 countries.*

According to the information published by the Ministry
of Finance in the official journal “Ekonomists” (Economist),
by April 1928 there had been granted 955 patents, registered
4,744 trademarks and 194 models.*

From January to November 1931, the Latvian Patent Of-
fice received 485 trademark, 233 patent and 30 model appli-
cations. The Patent Committee issued 374 trademark registra-
tion certificates (of which 195 certificates to local enterprises
and 179 certificates to foreign enterprises) and 141 patent (of
which 47 patents to local applicants and 94 patents to interna-
tional applicants). During this time, 29 meetings of the Patent
Committee were held. (See Fig. 2)

From January to November 1931, the Latvian Patent Of-
fice monitored the payment of fees for previously granted
1,539 patents, 6,670 registered trademarks, and 317 registered
models, and their legitimate use. During this time, the staff of
the Latvian Patent Office participated as advisers and experts
in six events organised by various institutions.*

The global economic crisis of the 1930s, which also affect-
ed Latvia, did not change the operation of the Latvian Patent
Office.

Information on the granting of protection and various
advertisements were published by the Latvian Patent Office
on an irregular basis in the official daily newspaper “Valdibas

23 Veiss, E. Our Patent Law. Latvijas InZenieru un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals (Journal of Latvi-
an Engineering and Technology Congress Bureau) No 8/9, 1 Dec 1925, p. 1

24 'The Activities of the Latvian Patent Office. Socialdemokrats No 8, 12 Jan 1927, p. 3

25 Decennary Performance Report of the Ministry of Finance. Ekonomists (Economist) No 22, 15 Nov
1928, p. 895

26 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.



izdienu u.c.), telpu uzturésanas, saimniecibas un lietvedibas
izdevumi.®® 1936./1937. saimnieciskaja gada Patentu valde
planoja Ls 11 091 lielus izdevumus,” bet 1937./1938. gada -
12 547 lielus izdevumus (sk. 3. att.). Tos sastadija tris nodar-
binato darbinieku algas un piemaksas, kancelejas izdevumi,
pasta, telegrafa un telefona izdevumi, laikraksta “Valdibas
Vestnesis” aboné$ana, kopiju izgatavo$ana, inventara re-
monts, dazadu nepiecie$amu laikrakstu un gramatu iegade
un citi izdevumi.*

28 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Diena, Nr.40, 1992, 4. marts, 2. Ipp.
29 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6492. 1, bp.
30 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr,, 6493.1, bp.

2. attéls

Patentu valdes darbibas atskaite par
1931. gada janvari — novembri.
LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6456. 1, b.p.

Figure 2.

Operational report of the Latvian Patent
Office for the period from January to
November 1931.

LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.

Vestnesis” of the Cabinet of Ministers and in the official news-
paper “Ekonomists” of the Ministry of Finance.”

The budget of the Latvian Patent Office was directly sub-
ordinated to the budget of the Ministry of Finance. The major
expenses consisted of employee salaries, premiums for em-
ployees working in public administration (for example, family
premium, additional payment for long service, etc.), mainte-
nance costs for the premises, administrative and record-keep-
ing expenses.”® In the financial year of 1936/1937, the Latvi-
an Patent Office planned expenditures of 11,091 LVL,” but

27 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, p. 70
28 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Daily Newspaper Diena No 41, 5 March 1992, p. 2
29 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6492, b.p.
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Patentu valdes 1937./1938. saimnieciska gada izdevumu kopsavilkums.
LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6493. L, b.p.

Figure 3.
Summary of expenses of the Latvian Patent Office in the financial year of
1937/1938. LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6493, b.p.

Pédgjas publicétas zinas par aizsardzibas apliecibas iz-
snieg§anu izgudrojumam tika publicétas 1940. gada 6. maija
par 1940. gada 26. aprili izsniegtu aizsardzibas apliecibu ridzi-
niekam Arvedam Abolinam par izgudrojumu “Kapsju ards ar
svarstigu lokveida kustibu.”

Starpkaru perioda bija izdoti 2944 patenti un registrétas
vismaz 9964 precu zimes. 1940. gada 5. augusta “Valdibas
Vestnesi” izzinots, ka Vacijas firmai “Robert Gotze Aktienge-
sellschaft” registréta prec¢u zime Nr. 9964 “Ziméjums - rombs

ar uzrakstu “Rogo™, ko paredzéts lietot zekém un trikotazai.*

31 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6493. 1, bp.
32 Patentu valdes pazinojums. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.175, 1940, 5. aug., 4. Ipp.

Patentu komitejas sédes protokols, 1940. gada 25. jalijs.
LVVA, 4893. f, 2. apr,, 2. 1, 50.-51. Ipp.

Figure 4.
Minutes of the Patent Committee meeting on 25 July 1940.
LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 2, pp. 50-51

in the financial year of 1937/1938 - 12,547 LVL (See Fig. 3).
They comprised the salaries and premiums of three employ-
ees, office expenses, postal, telegraph and telephone expenses,
subscription to the newspaper “Valdibas Veéstnesis”, copying,
repair of equipment, purchase of various necessary newspa-
pers and books, and other expenses.*

The last information on granted patents for invention was
published on 6 May 1940 with respect to the patent granted
to a resident of Riga Arveds Abolins on 26 April 1940 for the
invention “Running-board bar with volatile circular motion”!

30 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6493, b.p.
31 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6493, b.p.



Viena no pédéjam Patentu komitejas seédém (sk. 4. att.),
kura piedalijas Janis Purics, Adolfs Lielauss un Juris Stein-
bergs, notika 1940. gada 25. jalija. Taja izskatija piecus precu
zimju pieteikumus un seSus patentu pieteikumus.*

Likuma ietvaros Patentu valde darbojas lidz Latvijas oku-
pacijai. Tas darbiba tika atjaunota 1992. gada péc Latvijas Re-
publikas valstiskas neatkaribas atjauno$anas.

PATENTU AIZSARDZIBA

Ar patentu persona vai uznémums ieguva kada konkréta
izgudrojuma vienigas lietoSanas tiesibas un garantétu $o tiesi-
bu aizsardzibu, ar patentu neaizsargatos izgudrojumus varéja
plasi izmantot.>* Patenttiesibas bija ar noteiktu laikposmu ie-
robeZotas patenta ipasnieka tiesibas vienigajam izmantot savu
izgudrojumu. Sadu tiesibu iegtigana lava no izgudrojuma ie-
git zinamu pelnu.

Latvijas Republikas likumi noteica, ka patentét var katru
jaunu, rapnieciski izmantojamu izgudrojumu. Lai gan likuma
definétais patentéjamais objekts $kita visai saprotams, praksé
tas izraisija ne mazumu diskusiju, liekot izvertet ikkatra pie-
teikta izgudrojuma novitati, lai pienemtu lémumu par aizsar-
dzibas pieskirSanu. Savukart “ripmieciska izmantosana” bija
jasaprot plasaka nozimé - izgudrojumam jabut tadam, kas ir
veérsts uz vajadzibu apmierinasanu visas dzives sféras. Patentét
varéja ne tikai priek$metus, bet ari dazadus jaunus rapnieci-
bas panémienus.*

Izgudrojumu “jaunumu” noteik$anu reguléja dazadi no-
radijumi. Pieméram, ja kads izgudrojums bija apspriests
publiska sanaksme, diskusija, bet par to nebija publicéta raks-
tiska informacija, tas nedrikstéja bat pamats ta “jaunuma’

33 LVVA, 4893.f, 2. apr, 2.1, 50.-51. Ipp.
34 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr, 6458. L, b.p.

35 Cukurs, K. Patentu un paraugu aizsardziba : diploma darbs. Matrikula 7083. Latvijas Universitate.
Riga, 1937, 22. Ipp.

During the interwar period, there were 2,944 patents
granted and at least 9,964 trademarks registered. On 5 Au-
gust 1940, the “Valdibas Véstnesis” announced the registration
of the German company’s “Robert Gotze Aktiengesellschaft”
trademark No 9964 “Drawing - a diamond with the inscrip-
tion “Rogo”™ for socks and knitwear.”

One of the last meetings of the Patent Committee (See
Fig. 4) was held on 25 July 1940 with the participation of Janis
Purics, Adolfs Lielauss, and Juris Steinbergs. It examined five
trademark applications and six patent applications.”

Within the framework of the Law, the Latvian Patent Of-
fice functioned until the occupation of Latvia. It renewed its
operation in 1992 after the restoration of the independence of
the Republic of Latvia.

PATENT PROTECTION

The patent gave an individual or an enterprise an exclu-
sive right to use the invention and guaranteed its protection,
whereas inventions not protected by a patent could be widely
used without the need to ask permission.* Patent rights were
the rights of the patent owner for an exclusive use of the in-
vention for a limited period of time. The acquisition of such a
rights allowed to make some profit from that invention.

The laws of the Republic of Latvia stipulated that every
new, industrially used invention could be patented. Although
the subject of patenting as defined by the law seemed entirely
understandable, the term caused many discussions in practice
making it necessary to evaluate the novelty of each patentable
invention to decide on the granting of protection. In its turn,
“industrial use” was to be understood in a broader sense - the
invention had to satisfy the needs in all spheres of life, includ-
ing goods and various new industrial techniques.”

32 Communication of the Latvian Patent Office. Valdibas Vestnesis No 175, 5 Aug 1940, p. 4
33 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 2, pp. 50-51
34 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.

35 Cukurs K. Protection of Patents and Models: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 7083. Riga: Uni-
versity of Latvia, 1937, p. 22
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apsaubi$anai. Savukart izgudrojumi, kas bija radusies nejausi-
bas cela un nebija atkartojami, nevaréja tikt patentéti.*

Raksturojot situaciju Latvija, Patentu valdes vadiba skaid-
roja: “Patenti vispar tiek izsniegti tikai uz jauniem izgudro-
jumiem, t.i., tadiem, kas lidz pieteikSanai Patentu valde vel
nav nakusi atklatibai zinami, vienalga - iek$ vai arzemes.
Patentu valde tomer pieteiktos izgudrojumus uz vinu jaunu-
mu neparbauda, bet patentu izsniedz izgudrojuma pirmajam
pieteicéjam. Ja vélak izraditos, ka pieteiktais izgudrojums nav
bijis jauns, tad interesenti var panakt tiesas celd $ada patenta
dzesanu’™’

No patenta pieteicéja netika prasits pieradit, ka vin$ tik
ties$am bija patiesais izgudrotajs, jo praksé sada pieradisa-
na bitu bijusi absurda un biezi vien neiespéjama. Tas kriet-
ni atviegloja Patentu valdes darbu un samazinaja iespé&jamo
stridu skaitu, tapéc ka pieteikuma sanemsanas datums nebija
ap$aubams.

Izgudrojumiem, kas tika pieteikti patentésanai, lidz paten-
ta pieskirSanai izsniedza aizsardzibas apliecibu. To sanemot,
pieteicéjs, saskana ar likumu, nezaudéjot tiesibas uz privilé-
giju vai patenta izsniegSanu, varéja izgudrojumu publicét,
atklati izméginat, izmantot un izgatavot. Pieteicéjs varéja ar
privatiem vai notarialiem pazinojumiem bridinat tos, kas aiz-
skara vina tiesibas, aizradot, ka patenta izsnieg$anas gadjjuma
veérsisies tiesa par parkapumiem, kuri izdariti laika no aizsar-
dzibas apliecibas pasludinasanas lidz patenta parakstiSanai.
Tapat aizsardzibas apliecibas ipasnieks bija tiesigs pardot sa-
vas tiesibas uz patenta iegtis$anu.* Aizsardzibas aplieciba dar-
bojas lidz patenta pieskirsanai vai ta noraidisanai.

Pirmo izgudrojuma aizsardzibas apliecibu Patentu valde
izdeva 1922. gada 15. februari. To ieguva ridzinieks Andréjs
Golvers (sk. 5. att.) “Bungusitdzirnavas”.* Patenta pieteikumu
A. Golvers Patentu valdé iesniedza 1921. gada 12. novembri
(sk. 6. att.). Tas paredzéja mala mal$anas (smalcinasanas)

39 Rapniecibas departamenta Patentu valde. Valdibas Veéstnesis, Nr.85, 1922, 15. apr., 1. Ipp.

Various guidelines regulated determination of the nov-
elty of an invention. For example, if an invention was pub-
licly discussed, but no information about it was published, it
was not the reason for questioning its novelty. On the other
hand, accidental and non-repeatable inventions could not be
patented.*

When describing the situation in Latvia, the management
of the Latvian Patent Office explained, “Patents are gener-
ally granted only for new inventions, i.e., the inventions that
have not yet been made known to the public before being filed
with the Latvian Patent Office both in the country and abroad.
However, the Latvian Patent Office does not check the novelty of
inventions and grants the patent to the first applicant of the in-
vention. If later it turns out that the filed invention has not been
novel, then the interested party can to obtain the cancellation of
a patent by judicial proceedings.™’

The applicant of a patent was not required to prove that
he was a real inventor taking into account that such proving
would be absurd and often impossible in reality. That greatly
facilitated the work of the Latvian Patent Office and reduced
the number of potential disputes because the date of receiving
an application was not questionable.

For inventions that were applied for patenting but a pat-
ent was not granted yet, a protection certificate was issued.
Upon receipt of the protection certificate the applicant could,
in accordance with the law, publish, openly test, use and pro-
duce the invention without losing his right to the privilege or
issuance of a patent. The applicant could, upon a personal or
notarial notice, warn those who were violating his rights by
stating that in case of a patent grant they would be called to
liability in court for violations committed between the date of
issue of the protection certificate and the signing of the patent.
Similarly, the holder of the protection certificate was entitled
to sell his rights for obtaining a patent.’ The protection certif-
icate was valid until the patent was granted or rejected.

38 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 209; LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.



5. attels

Andréjs Golvers (1868-7).
1919. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 299. f,, 7. apr., 23690. L

Figure 5.

Andrejs Golvers (1868-?). Photo
from the passport of the Republic
of Latvia issued in 1919.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 7, file 23690

iekartas uzlabo$anu. Izgudrojuma darbiba tika aprakstita
$adi: “No ieejas cauruma uz zemi kritosais mals tiek no rup-
jakiem sitéju kermeniem iepriekssasmalcinasanas telpas tik
ilgi mests pret zobu restu meételi un vaku jeb zobu vainagu jeb
tamlidzigi, kamer tas nesasniedz pietiekosu smalkumu, lai pa
visu lokumu vienlidzigi sadalita stavokli tas varétu noklit caur
zobu restu skirbam smalkmala telpa uz sitbungam, kuras tad
mali, pateicoties sitéju rindojumiem un to lielam skaitam, ka
ari to pastavigam asumam, slipumam un niecigai gaisa pre-
testibai, tade| tik stipri apstrada un svieZ pret rives mételi, ka
lidz raditajam véjam beidzot ir iespéjams gandriz visu padoto
materialu ka gatavu malu vai nu tiesi caur lokumu jeb ari uz
augsu par aizsegto malu un ienest izeja.”™ (sk. 7. att.)
Savukart 1922. gada 22. septembr1 Patentu valde izdeva
pirmo patentu Londonas firmai “Techno-Chemical Laborato-
ries Ltd.” izgudrojumam “Sausésanas process un aparati”. Ari
Latvijas Republikas patentu Nr. 2 sanéma arzemju pieteicéjs.
To 1922. gada 10. novembri sanéma Berlines firma “Richard
Klinger, G.m.b.H.” izgudrojumam “Degvielu tauposs pavards”.
Latvijas patenta Nr. 3 sanéméja dzivesvieta bija Latvija. Tas
bija ridzinieks Janis Minuss ar izgudrojumu “Parvietojama

40 LVVA, 4893.f, 1. apr., 1861. 1, 5. Ipp.

6. attels

Patentu valdé 1921. gada 12. novembri
sanemtais A. Golvera izgudrojuma
“Bungusitdzirnavas” patenta pieteikums
ar atzimém par aizsardzibas apliecibas
Nr. 1 pieskir$anu 1922. gada 22. februari.
LVVA, 4893.f, 1. apr,, 1861. L, 1. Ipp.
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Figure 6.
Patent application filed by A. Golvers to
the Latvian Patent Office to invention
“Drum-driven mill” dated 12 November
r 1921 with notes on issuing protection
et ”/";/vf,’;”’ff“ certificate No 1 on 22 February 1922.

';” LSHA, stock 4893, entry 1, file 1861, p. I

On 15 February 1922, the Latvian Patent Office issued the
first protection certificate on invention “Drum-driven mill”*
to a resident of Riga, Andrejs Golvers (See Fig. 5). A. Golvers
submitted a patent application to the Latvian Patent Office on
12 November 1921 (See Fig. 6). It provided for the improve-
ment of the grinding machine (milling) equipment based on
the drumming mechanism. The invention was described in
the following way, “The clay falling from the inlet to the ground
fed from the coarser drummers in the pre-milling room is
thrown against the tooth-shaped grill and lid or the tooth crown
or the like, until it is homogeneously distributed around entire
frame so that it can get through the tooth-shaped grill gaps onto
drum-driven mechanism in the high milling room, where due
to the rows and a large number of the drum-driven grinders,
as well as constant sharpness thereof, inclination, and low air
resistance, the clay is so heavily processed and thrown against
the grinder, until the created airflow enables almost all of the
input material to be made into ready-made clay and removed
either directly through the frame or upwards over the covered
edge™ (See Fig. 7)

On 22 September 1922, the Latvian Patent Office granted-
its first patent for invention “Drying Process and Apparatus” of

39 The Patent Office of the Department of Industry. Valdibas Vestnesis No 85, 15 Apr 1922, p. 1
40 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 1, file 1861, p. 5
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7. attéls

A. Golvera izgudrojuma
“Bungusitdzirnavas” ziméjums.

1921. gads. LVVA, 4893. f, 1. apr., 1861.

L, 19. Ipp. o.p., 20.Ipp.

Figure 7.

Drawing of invention “Drum-driven mill”
by A. Golvers dated 1921. LSHA, stock
4893, entry 1, file 1861, p. 19 o.p., p. 20

istabas krasns ar reguléjamu sildita gaisa ieplisanu krasni”.*'
(sk. 8. att.)

Patentésanai pieteica gan dazadus nerealizétus projektus,
gan jau gatavus, izstradatus aparatus, iekartas, dizainus u.c.
Patentu valde izskatija katru pieteikumu un léma par ta talako
virzibu.

Pieméram, 1930. gada Patentu valde sanémusi kiada Jaun-
piebalgas iedzivotija Karla Skestera véstuli, kura vins infor-
méja par savu izgudrojumu “Bisu stropi” un intereséjas par
iespgjam to patentét. K. Skesteris rakstija, ka jau 1908. gada
vasara pagatavojis jauna veida stropus, ka rezultata ievérojami

41 Rupniecibas departamenta Patentu valde. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.30, 1923, 7. febr., 2. Ipp.
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company “Techno-Chemical Laboratories Ltd.” in London. In
its turn, patent No. 2 of the Republic of Latvia was granted to
a foreign applicant, enterprise “Richard Klinger, G.m.b.H.” lo-
cated in Berlin, for invention “Fuel saving furnace” on 10 No-
vember 1922. The recipient of the Latvian patent No. 3 was a
resident of Latvia. It was Janis Minuss from Riga, who invent-
ed “A portable indoor oven with a controlled inflow of heated
air into the furnace”*' (See Fig. 8) Applicants filed both un-
realized projects and finished devices, equipment, designs,
etc. The Latvian Patent Office reviewed each application and
decided on its progress.

41 The Patent Office of the Department of Industry. Valdibas Véstnesis No 30, 7 Feb 1923, p. 2
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palielinajies no viena stropa iegiitais medus daudzums. Ar
$iem stropiem vins ap 1913. gadu iepazistinajis arl kaiminus,
kuri sakusi tos lietot. Péc kara, atgriezoties no béglu gaitam,
vin$ turpinajis lietot jaunos bisu stropus, un neilgu laiku
pirms véstules rakstisanas kads jauns miertiesnesis ieteicis tos
pieteikt patentam. Atbildot K. Skesterim, Patentu valde péc
pieteikuma izskatiSanas informéja, ka izgudrojums plasakai
sabiedribai tapis zinams jau 1913. gada un to nav iespé&jams
patentét.*

Piesakot patentu, bija jaaizpilda pieteikuma veidlapa, kas
bija papildinama ar izgudrojuma aprakstu un ziméjumiem

42 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6453.1, 222, 224. Ip.

8. attéls
Jana Minusa izgudrojuma “Parvietojama istabas krasns ar reguléjamu sildita
gaisa iepltisanu krasni” zimé&jums. LVVA, 4893. f, 1. apr., 1223. 1, 7.Ipp.

Figure 8.

Drawing of Janis Minuss’ invention “A portable indoor oven with a
controlled inflow of heated air into the furnace”.

LSHA, stock 4893, entry 1, file 1223, p. 7

For example, in 1930, the Latvian Patent Office received
a letter from a resident of Jaunpiebalga, Karlis Skesteris, in
which he informed about his invention “Beehive” and inquired
about the possibilities to patent it. K. Skesteris wrote that he
had already made a new kind of beehive in the summer of
1908, which resulted in a significant increase in the volume of
honey from one hive. Around 1913, he had introduced these
beehives to his neighbours, who began using them. Having
returned from exile after the war, he continued to use the new
hives, and shortly before the letter was written, some new
magistrate recommended him to apply for a patent. Having
examined the application, the Latvian Patent Office informed
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9. attéls

Eduarda Alfréda Tetera izgudrojuma “Kustosas reklamas ierice” pieteikums.
Pieteikums sastadits atbilstosi noteikumiem.

LVVA, 4893.f, 1. apr., 2489. 1. 1,3.,5.pp.

(sk. 9. att.). Piesakot izgudrojumu, pats izgudrojums vai ta
modelis prasits netika.”

Izgudrojuma apraksta seviski nozimiga aizpildama sadala
bija “izgudrojuma ipatnibas” - atseviskos teikumos formulétas
izgudrojumu raksturojo$as tehniskas pazimes*, t.i., kas, péc
izgudrotaja domam, sastadija izgudrojuma “jaunumu”*

Izgudrojuma pieteikumam klat pievienotajiem ziméju-
miem bija jabut tehniski pareiziem un zimétiem ar melnu
tusu. Izgudrojuma detalas varéja zimét ari dazados meérogos,
kas apraksta attiecigi paskaidrojams.*® Turklat izgudrojumu

43 LVVA, 4595.1, 1. apr., 6462. 1, b.p.

44 Tas ir patenta pretenzijas, kuras definé objektu, kuram tiek lugta patentaizsardziba, un izgudroju-
ma aizsardzibas apjomu, izmantojot tehniskas pazimes.

45 LVVA, 4595., 1. apr, 6454. 1, b.p.

46 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr, 6460. L, b.p.

Azoklion, sastivoba no bildes ar kustobkm fighrim, pio kem figu-
T vel visu delu kustindBensi tiok izlietoti svarstokl, kupi tiok
foderbinati no vagom un sutobusu, kuyos Bhs reklénas fexicos
ioviototas, tricindjurion wn Btrusa meini:.

¢ Zim.4.

Figure 9.

Application for invention “Moving advertising device” by Eduards Alfreds
Teters. The application was drawn according to the rules.

LSHA, stock 4893, entry 1, file 2489, p. 1, 3, 5

K. Skesteris that, since the invention had became known to
the broader public already in 1913, it could not be patented.*?

The patent application consisted of an application form
supplemented by a description of an invention and drawings
(See Fig. 9). When applying for an patent, the invention itself
or its prototype was not required.*

In the description of the invention, “peculiarities of the
invention” was a particularly important part to be complet-
ed consisting of separately formulated technical features that
characterized the invention*, i.e., which, according to the in-
ventor, constituted the novelty of the invention.*

42 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 222, 224

43 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6462, b.p.

44 These are patent claims that define the subject matter for which patent protection is claimed and
the scope of protection of the invention by means of technical features.

45 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.



varéja paskaidrot ar skatiem, griezumiem u.tml., lai raditu
pilnigi saprotamu prieksstatu par izgudrojumu. Atseviskas
sikas detalas, ko satur izgudrojums un kas pasas par sevi pa-
zistamas (pieméram, skrtives u.tml.), nebija atseviski jaattélo.
Izgudrojuma pieteikuma nodevas lielums nemainijas atkariba
no ziméjumu loksnu skaita.*”

Izgudrojuma nosaukumam bija jabat tadam, kas “péc bii-
tibas neparprotami apzimé pasu izgudrojuma priekSmetu”. Ka
pozitivus piemérus Patentu valde minéja $adus nosaukumus:
“lerice velas mazgasanai”, “Arkls ar vairakiem lemesiem”, “Pa-
nemiens velas mazgasanas lidzek]u pagatavosanai”. Savukart
ka negativu pieméru minéja nosaukumu “Kalnina sistemas”,
kura bija apvienots izgudrotja vards ar izgudrojumu, ka ari
“Nitra”, kas bija izdomats nosaukums un neraksturoja pasu
izgudrojumu.”® Pieméram, kadam Liepajas iedzivotajam tika
skaidrots, ka vina izgudrojumam pieskirtais nosaukums ‘Abe-
celod” nav atbilstoss noteikumiem, un ieteica tam pieskirt pie-
meérotaku nosaukumu, ka iespé&jamo variantu noradot nosau-
kumu “Zemes lode ar burtiem vai skaitliem”.*

Patentam varéja pieteikt ari vairakus izgudrojumus ar vie-
nadu nosaukumu, “ja tikai Sie izgudrojumi ir patstavigi, tas ir,
péc principa un uzbives savstarpeji atskiras”.>

Viena patenta pieteikuma varéja apvienot vairakus iz-
gudrojumus, ja tie attiecas uz vienu konkrétu ierici. Bet par
katru ierici, kas tika uzskatita ka jauns izgudrojums, iesnie-
dzams atsevisks patenta pieteikums. Pieméram, Patentu valde
noradijja, ka nevar tikt pienemts pieteikums izgudrojumam
“Aizsardzibas ierices pret zadzibam”, kura paredzéts aprakstit
vairakas atskirigas ierices.*

Gadijumos, ja bija iesniegta neatbilstosa (sk. 10. un 11. att.)
vai nepilniga dokumentacija, Patentu valde pieteikumu

47 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6460. 1., b.p.; LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6454. 1, b.p.
48 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr,, 6459. 1, bp.

49 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr, 6455. 1, 241. Ipp.

50 LVVA, 4560. f,, 1. apr., 6460. L, b.p.

51 LVVA, 4595, 1. apr, 6455. 1., 315.-316.Ipp.

The drawings of the invention had to be made black ink
drawn in a technically correct manner. Details of the inven-
tion could be plotted at various scales, explaining it in the
description accordingly.* The invention was to be depicted
in so many views as to provide perfect understanding ac-
cording to the description. In other words, in the accompa-
nying drawings, the invention had to be explained by views,
cross-sections, etc. to create a completely understandable and
unambiguous idea of the invention. Individual small details
contained in the invention and known in themselves (e.g.,
screws, etc.) were not to be individually depicted. The applica-
tion filing fee did not depend on a number of drawing sheets
and remained unchanged.”

The name of the invention had to be such as to “unambig-
uously describe the essence of the invention”. The Latvian Patent
Office gave some positive examples of such names: “Device for
washing clothes”, “Plough with several ploughshares”, “Method
for preparing washing detergents”. On the other hand, it men-
tioned negative examples like “Kalnins systems”, which com-
bined the name of the inventor and the invention, or “Nitra’,
which was a fictitious name and did not represent the inven-
tion itself.”® For example, the Latvian Patent Office explained
to a resident of Liepaja that the name he chose for his inven-
tion “Abecelod” (ABC globe) was not compliant with the rules
and suggested him to give a more appropriate name propos-
ing “the globe with letters or numbers” as an option.*

Several inventions with the same name also could be filed
for a patent “if only these inventions were independent, that is,
they differed in principle and structure”.>

Several inventions could be combined in one patent ap-
plication if they related to one specific device. However, a
separate patent application had to be submitted for each de-
vice that was considered as a new invention. For example,
the Latvian Patent Office indicated that an application for the

46 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.

47 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.; LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6454, b.p.
48 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.

49 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 241

50 LSHA, stock 4560, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.
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nepienéma, bet noteikta termina lidza jesniegt jaunu, notei-
kumiem atbilstosu pieteikumu vai, atseviskos gadijumos, tikai
ta labojumus un papildinajumus.

Iesniegt labojumus un papildinajumus bija nepiecie$ams,
ja pieteikums bija sastadits, vadoties péc noteikumiem, bet
taja tika konstatétas nepilnibas. Pieméram, ja nesaskanéja ie-
sniegtie raséjumi ar aprakstu vai bija nepilnigs izgudrojuma ap-
raksts, netika noradita visa prasita informacija par iesniedzéju,
ja pieteikums bija sastadits nekorekta valoda u.c.”* Pieméram,
1932. gada februari, atbildot uz tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas a/s
Auglu eksports” pieteikumu ieglt patentu izgudrojumam “Pa-
nemiens ievarijumu pagatavosanai bez varisanas”, Patentu val-
de paskaidroja, ka pieteikuma izskati$ana ir atlikta un pieteicéji
tika aicinati divu ménesu laika, skaitot no pazinosanas dienas,
iesniegt jaunu, konkrétu un divos eksemplaros sastaditu pie-
teikta panémiena aprakstu, kura izgudrojuma priek$mets bitu
tik pilnigi aprakstits, “ka ta pielietoSana biitu iespejama bez ka-
das talakas minésanas vai gudrosanas”. Patentu valde noradija,
ka, gadijuma, ja pieteiktais panémiens attiecas uz dazada veida
ievarijumu pagatavosanu, ari tas paskaidrojams apraksta.

52 LVVA, 2574. f,, 4. apr., 6969. L, b.p.
53 LVVA, 4595.f,, 1. apr,, 6458.1, b.p.

10. attels

V. Petrova 1930. gada 6. janvara pieteikums Patentu valdé ar lagumu
patentét jaunizgudrojumu “Daksinas tirisanas aparats”. Pieteikums ka
neatbilsto$s noteikumiem noraidits.

LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6453. L, 262.-263. Ipp.

Figure 10.

Application by V. Petrovs dated 6 January 1930 to the Latvian Patent
Office with the request to patent a new invention “Fork cleaning machine”.
The application has been rejected as inappropriate.

LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, pp. 262-263
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invention “Anti-theft protective devices”, where the applicant
intended to describe a number of different devices, could not
be accepted.”

In case of inappropriate (see Fig. 10 and 11) or incomplete
documentation, the Latvian Patent Office did not accept the
application and requested to submit, within a specified time
limit, a new, compliant application or, in some cases, amend-
ments and additions only.

The submission of corrections and additions was required
in cases where the application was drawn up according to the
rules, but it contained some deficiencies. For example, if the
submitted drawings did not match the description; there was
an incomplete description of the invention; all the required
information about the applicant was not provided; or the
application was worded incorrectly, etc.”> For instance, in
February 1932, when responding to a request from the Com-
mercial and Industrial Joint-stock company “Auglu eksports”
(Fruit Exports) seeking to obtain the patent for the invention
“A method for making jam without cooking”, the Latvian Pat-
ent Office clarified that the examination of the application was
suspended, and the applicants were called to submit in dupli-
cate a new, concrete description of the essence of the invention

51 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, pp. 315-316
52 LSHA, stock 2574, entry 4, file 6969, b.p.
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11. attels

Jana Trusela izgudrojuma “Jaunas konstrukcijas benzina motors” pieteikums.
Pieteikums ka neatbilsto$s noteikumiem noraidits, aicinot J. Truseli iesniegt
jaunu, pareizi sastaditu pieteikumu.

LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6457. L. b.p.

Atseviskos gadijumos pieteicéjam prasija iesniegt jaunus
izgudrojuma ziméjumus, kuros to atseviskas dalas batu ap-
zimétas ar burtiem vai cipariem, kuri savukart tiktu skaidroti
pieteikuma sadala “izgudrojuma ipatnibas”>*

Pieteikumus Patentu valde sanéma latvie$u, anglu, vacu,
francu, ka ari citas valodas. Pieteikumi sve$valodas, atbilstosi
likumam, tika noraiditi.

1940. gada sakuma Patentu valdes prieks$nieks J. Purics
informéja presi, ka ‘caurmeéra Latvija katru gadu pieteikts ap
350 dazadu izgudrojumu”>> Pieméram, 1939. gada Patentu
valdé tika sanemti 327 izgudrojumu pieteikumi.®® Lielako
izgudrojumu pieteikumu skaitu veidoja arvalstu pieteicéji.

54 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr, 6459. L, b.p.
55 350 izgudrojumu gada. Briva Zeme, Nr.18, 1940, 23. janv., 3. Ipp.
56 Viena gada izgudro lidmasinu, otra kurpes papédi. Rits, Nr.22, 1940, 23. janv., 7. Ipp.
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Figure 11.

Application by Janis Truselis for invention “Petrol engine of new design”.
The application was rejected as inappropriate by inviting J. Truselis to
submit a new, duly drawn up application.

LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.

so “that its use would be possible without any further guessing
or speculation”. The Latvian Patent Office indicated that if the
proposed method referred to the preparation of various types
of jam, they had to also explain that in the description.”

In specific cases, the applicant was required to submit
new drawings of an invention, where individual parts there-
of would be labelled with letters or numbers, which, in their
turn, would be explained in section “Peculiarities of the In-
vention” of the application””*

The Latvian Patent Office received applications in Latvian,
English, German, French, and other languages. Applications
in foreign languages were rejected according to the law.

At the beginning of 1940, Head of the Latvian Patent
Office Purics informed the press that “about 350 different

53 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.
54 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.
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Latvijas izgudrotaju vid visvairak pieteikumu Patentu valdé
iesniedza tie$i amatnieki un lauksaimnieki.”

Patentu valdes izstradataja Patentu klasifikacija uzraditas
83 izgudrojumu iedalas, pieméram, kalnrapnieciba, vairaku
veidu metala apstrade (kimiska, mehaniska u.c.), degvielas,
instrumenti, macibu lidzekli, rasé$anas un rakstu piederumi,
celamas un nolaizamas ierices, zemkopiba un darzkopiba, ta-
baka, apavi, reklama, veselibas kop$ana, kara lietas, apbedisa-
nas lietas utt. Katra klasifikacijas iedala dalita sikak.™®

Gadijumos, kad lidz patenta pieskirSanai Patentu valdé
tika iesatiti pieradijumi, ka pieteiktais izgudrojums vai par-
labojums jau zinams un tiek pielietots, tad ar $o pazinojumu
iepazistinaja patenta pieteicéju, pieprasot no ta tris ménesu
laika attiecigus paskaidrojumus.®

Jautajumu par patenta pieskirSanu vai pieteikuma norai-
disanu izléma Patentu komiteja. Patentu valde noradija, ka ta
“no savas puses nevar sniegt nekadus ieprieksejus paskaidroju-
mus, [..] ka ari dot kadus noteiktus noradijumus”.*®

Patenta apliecibu péc Patentu komitejas 1émuma izsnie-
dza, ja bija ievéroti visi noteikumi, un tas notika apméram péc
pieciem ménesiem no pieteikuma iesnieg$anas datuma, par to
atseviski pazinojot pieteicéjam.® 1931. gada kartibu mainija
un patentu apliecibas izsniedza 12 méne$us péc pieteikuma
sanems$anas.® Patentu valde skaidroja, ka “patenta izsniegsa-
nas laiks nekada zina nekave izgudrojuma ieviesanu dzive, jo
pieteicéjs péc aizsardzibas apliecibas sanemsanas var nekavéjo-
Si staties pie sava izgudrojuma izmantosanas”.®

Ilgais izskatiSanas laiks, kas nereti saistijas ar nezinu par
turpmako, pieteicéjam radija zinamas neértibas. 1930. gada
16. maija Alfréds Zauls, kurs ta pasa gada 19. aprili Patentu

57 350 izgudrojumu gada. Briva Zeme, Nr.18, 1940, 23. janv., 3. Ipp.
58 LVVA,4893.f,2.apr, 25.1, 1.-11. Ip.

59 LVVA, 4595. 1, 1. apr., 6453. 1., 209. Ip.

60 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6458. 1, b.p.

61 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr, 6453. 1, 41. Ip.

62 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6455.1,, 330. Ip.

1.
1.
1.
63 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6453.1,, 41. Ip.

»55

inventions have been filed annually at an average in Latvia’.
For example, the Latvian Patent Office received 327 patent ap-
plications in 1939.% Foreigners applied the largest number of
inventions. Among the inventors of Latvia, it were craftsmen
and farmers who submitted most applications to the Latvian
Patent Office.””

The Patent Classification developed by the Latvian Pat-
ent Office listed 83 subdivisions of inventions such as min-
ing, several types of metal processing (chemical, mechanical,
etc.), fuels, tools, teaching aids, drawing and writing mate-
rials, lifting and handling equipment, agriculture and horti-
culture, tobacco, footwear, advertising, healthcare, military
items, funeral items, etc. Each section of the classification was
sub-divided.?®

In cases where before the patent’s issuance the Latvian Pat-
ent Office received the evidence proving that the patentable
invention had already been known and used, the applicant
was requested to provide an explanation in three months.*”

It was the Patent Committee that decided on granting or
rejecting a patent, therefore the Latvian Patent Office indicat-
ed that “it could not provide on its own behalf any prior expla-
nation or specific guidance in this respect”®

If all the requirements were met, a patent certificate was
issued upon the decision of the Patent Committee approxi-
mately five months after the date of filing an application, in-
forming the applicant accordingly.®’ In 1931, the procedure
was changed, and patent certificates were issued 12 months
after the receipt of the application.®* The Latvian Patent Of-
fice explained, “The term for issuing a patent does not delay the
implementation of the invention in any way since an applicant

55 'The 350 Inventions per Year. Briva Zeme (Free Land) No 18, 23 Jan 1940, p. 3

56 They Invented a Plane One Year, and a Heel of a Shoe Next Year. Rits (Morning) No 22, 23 Jan 1940,
p.-7

57 'The 350 Inventions per Year. Briva Zeme (Free Land) No 18, 23 Jan 1940, p. 3

58 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 25, pp. 1-11

59 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 209

60 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.

61 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 41

62 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 330



valdei bija iesniedzis patenta pieteikumu izgudrojumam “Ne-
zalu izgriezéjs”, véstulé noradija, ka nav sanemta atbilde ne par
aizsardzibas apliecibas, ne patenta pieskir$anu un, tuvojoties
ravé$anas sezonai, kad aktualizétos izgudrojuma pielietosana,
$ada atbilde loti nepieciesama. A. Zauls noradija, ka atbildes
trakums ‘draud partraukt prieksdarbus izgudrojuma realize-
Sanai”.®* Aizsardzibas apliecibu A. Zaulam izsttija 1930. gada
15. maija.®

Kad bija pienemts lémums izsniegt patentu un viss tam
sagatavots, atlikt patenta izsnieg$anu vairs nebija iespéjams.
Pieméram, 1931. gada junija Patentu valdé vérsas Karlis Fihte
(Fichte) ar lagumu atlikt vinam patenta pieskir§anu izgudro-
jumam ‘“Lidmasinas nesama virsma, kura pati automatiski
iestadas horizontalda stavokli”. Sadu laigumu K. Fihte (Fichte)
pamatoja ar apstakli, ka tuvakaja nakotné nebasot iespé&jams $o
izgudrojumu Latvija pielietot, kas saistits ar lidmasinu fabriku
trikumu. Siiemesla dé] K. Fihte (Fichte) vélgjas patentu iesniegt
ari citas valstis. Pieméram, ASV varéja pieteikt tikai tadus izgu-
drojumus, ja citas valstis patents tam veél nebija izsniegts, lidz
ar to Latvija pieskirtais patents batu skérslis izgudrojuma pa-
tentéSanai arzemes. Ta ka patenta izgatavo$ana un izsnieg$anas
sagatavosana jau bija uzsakta, Patentu valde K. Fihtes (Fichte)
ligumu noraidija un patentu izsniedza paredzétaja kartiba.®®

Patentus izsniedza uz noteiktu laiku. Maksimalais iz-
gudrojuma aizsardzibas laiks bija 15 gadi, skaitot no patenta
izsnieg§anas datuma, ka rezultata ar patentu iegiitas tiesibas
bija spéka visu $o laiku, ja par katru gadu uz prieksu tika no-
maksatas attiecigas patenta nodevas. Péc 15 gadiem patenta
tiesibas automatiski izbeidzas.”

64 LVVA,4595. £, 1. apr, 6453. 1, 42. Ip.

65 LVVA,4595. f, 1. apr., 6453. 1., 64. Ip.

66 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6455. 1, 32., 3. Ip.
67 LVVA,4595. £, 1. apr., 6457. L, b.p.

may start using his invention immediately after receiving a pro-
tection certificate”.

The excessive time of examination, often associated with
the uncertainty as to the outcome, caused some inconven-
ience to the applicant. Alfreds Zauls, who filed a patent ap-
plication for the invention “Weed cutter” on 19 April 1930,
explained in his letter of 16 May 1930 that he had not received
any response regarding the issuance of either a protection cer-
tificate or a patent, and, with the weeding season approaching,
it would be essential for him to get the response to be able to
use his invention. Otherwise he would have to “stop prepara-
tions for the realisation of the invention™* A protection certifi-
cate to Alfreds Zauls was sent on 15 May 1930.%

When a decision was made to grant a patent, and
everything was prepared to that end, it was no longer pos-
sible to postpone the issuance of a patent. For example, in
June 1931, Karlis Fichte addressed the Latvian Patent Office
requesting to postpone the granting of the patent for his in-
vention “Aeroplane self-supporting surface that automatically
sets itself into a horizontal position”. K. Fichte justified his re-
quest with the fact that it would not be possible to apply this
invention in Latvia in the nearest future due to the absence
of aircraft plants. Therefore, Karlis Fichte wished to file a pat-
ent in other countries as well, but, for example, in the United
States of America, he could apply for registration only such
inventions that had not yet been patented in other countries,
thus concluding that a patent granted in Latvia would be an
obstacle to patenting for his invention abroad. As the produc-
tion of the patent and the preparation of its issuance had al-
ready begun, the Latvian Patent Office rejected the request of
K. Fichte and granted the patent in the prescribed manner.5

Patents were granted for a limited period. The maximum
period of protection of an invention constituted 15 years from
date of patent grant. Patent rights were valid throughout that

63 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 41
64 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 42
65 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 64
66 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 32, 33
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Likuma par izgudrojumiem nebija paredzéti gadijumi, ka
pie zinamiem apstakliem paredzétas gada nodevas varétu no-
maksat vélak vai patenta ilgumu pagarinat.®®

Patenta garantéta aizsardziba attiecas tikai uz to, kas kon-
kréti minéts izgudrojuma pieteikuma. Pieméram, Patentu
valde noradija Dzelzcelu virsvaldei, ka ta neredz skér§lus va-
gonu apgaismosanas kabelu saskaru lietoanai, kuri batu aréji
lidzigi kada A. J. Bucka patentétiem vagonu saskariem, bet
kuru iekséja konstrukcija no tiem atskirtos. Tatad patentéts
bija pats izgudrojuma princips un iekséja uzbive, bet ne ta
aréjais veidols.*

Patentam bija teritorialas tiesibas. Tas bija spéka tikai taja
valstl, kura izsniegta aizsardzibas vai patenta aplieciba. Iz-
sniegtais patents garantéja izgudrojuma vienigas lietoSanas
tiesibas tikai Latvija, un, ja $ads izgudrojums nebija pieteikts
arl citas valstis, tad tur to varéja brivi izmantot. Visi jauta-
jumi, kas saistiti ar izgudrojuma patenté$anu arzemeés, bija
jarisina pasam patenta pieprasitajam, un Patentu valde taja
neiesaistijas.”

Gadijumos, kad radas nepieciesamiba iegit aizsardzibu
kada jau patentéta izgudrojuma uzlabojumiem vai citiem pa-
pildinajumiem, nebija nepiecieSamiba iesniegt jaunu patenta
pieprasijjumu. Patentu valde skaidroja: “Attieciba uz jau iz-
sniegtiem patentiem, tad, ja patentétais prieksmets velak tika
papildinats vai parlabots, tad vispar, viss izgudrojums nebitu
no jauna pieteicams patentésanai, bet gan varétu iegit papildu
patentus uz attiecigiem papildinajumiem vai parlabojumiem
atseviski.””!

Sadas situicijas nebija retums, jo biezi vien darbs pie iz-
gudrojuma un ta izstrade notika tikai péc aizsardzibas aplieci-
bas vai jau patenta iegi§anas, darba procesa radot virkni jau-
ninajumu un izmainu. Ja papildu patentu véléjas iegat kada

68 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 6457. L, b.p.
69 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 6453. L, 261., 262. Ip.
70 LVVA, 4595.f,, 1. apr., 6454. 1, b.p.
71 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6458. 1, b.p.

period if the respective patent fees were paid in advance on
an annual basis. Patent rights automatically expired after
15 years.”

The Law on Inventions did not provide for annual fees to
be paid later or the duration of a patent to be extended under
certain circumstances.®®

Patent protection was limited to what was specifically
mentioned in the patent application. For example, the Latvian
Patent Office indicated to the Central Railway Administration
that it did not see any obstacles to the use of wagon lighting
cable contacts, which would be externally similar to the wag-
on contacts patented by some A. J. Buckis, but whose internal
construction would differ from the latter. Thus, the very prin-
ciple and internal structure of the invention was patented, but
not its external shape.®

The patent had territorial rights, which were valid only in
the country where a protection certificate or a patent certifi-
cate was issued. An issued patent guaranteed the exclusive use
of the invention only in Latvia, and if such an invention had
not been applied in other countries as well, then it could be
freely used in those countries. The patent applicant himself
had to settle all the issues and cover all the expenses related to
patenting his invention abroad, and the Latvian Patent Office
did not engage therein.”

Where it was necessary to obtain protection for improve-
ments or other additions to an already patented invention,
there was no need for a new patent application. The Latvian
Patent Office explained, “With regard to patents already grant-
ed, if the patented subject was subsequently supplemented or re-
fined, in general, the whole invention would not be applied for a
patent anew, but obtaining additional patents for the respective
supplements or alterations would be possible.”

Such situations occurred quite often because the work on
the invention and its real development took place only after

67 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
68 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
69 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 261, 262
70 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6454, b.p.
71 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.



cita patentétajam izgudrojumam, to varéja darit, tikai vieno-

joties ar agrak izsniegta patenta Ipasnieku.”

Patentu nepieskira vairakos gadijumos. Iemesli, kapéc iz-
gudrojumu pieteikumus noraidija, bija $adi:

— panémiens péc batibas nesaturéja jaunu izgudrojumu, bet
gan noradija uz tadu panémienu pielieto$anu, kas pazis-
tams katram lietpratéjam;

— pieteikums bija neatbilstoss noteikumiem;

— prasitie pieteikuma papildinajumi tika iesniegti novéloti;

— pieteikuma priek§mets nebija uzskatams par kadu jaunu
tehnisku izgudrojumu. Pieméram, $adu atteikuma pa-
matojumu sanéma Kurts Békmanis par skatu pastkar$u
pieteikumu;”

— pieteikuma priekSmets péc butibas neatskiras no kada
literatiira jau aprakstita priek$meta. Pieméram, Patentu
valde noraidija inZeniera E. Heflingera pieteikumu iz-
gudrojumam “Roku mazgajamas ziepes”, skaidrojot, ka
“tas nepietiekami atskiras no literatira aprakstitam pumika
ziepem™;*

—  “lesnieguma apraksts péc sava satura tik nesakarigs, ka péc
ta nav nekadas iespéjas spriest par kaut kadu jaunu izgu-
drojumu’ vai “tik nenoteikts un neskaidrs, ka péc ta un
klatpielikta zimejuma mineéta izgudrojuma darbiba nav
skaidri saprotama’;’®

—  “lesnieguma apraksts un zimeéjums tik neskaidrs, ka peéc
tiem izgudrojuma prieksmets nekada zina nav izpildams”;”

— izgudrojums ieprieks bija patentéts citur (nav “jaunina-
jums”);

— pieteiktais izgudrojums vai ta dala nepietiekami atskiras
no jau agrak ar patentu aizsargata izgudrojuma;”®

72 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6460. 1, b.p.

73 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6452.1, 123.1p.
74 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr, 6453. 1, 69. Ip.
75 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6459. L, b.p.

76 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr,, 6454. 1, bp.

77 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6457. 1, bp.

78 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6458. 1, bp.

a protection certificate or even a patent was obtained which

resulted in a lot of innovations and modifications. If some-

body wished to obtain an additional patent for the invention
patented by somebody else, it was feasible only based on an
agreement with the owner of the earlier patent.”

In some cases the patent was not granted. The reasons for
that were the following:

— a method did not contain a new invention in substance,
but referred to the use of such methods that were known
to every expert;

— an application did not comply with the rules;

— requested additions to the application were submitted too
late;

— a subject of the application was not considered as a new
technical invention. For example, Kurts Bekmanis re-
ceived such a motivated refusal of his application regard-
ing scenery postcards;”

— a subject matter of the application did not differ on its
merits from a subject matter already described in the lit-
erature. For example, the Latvian Patent Office rejected
the application by engineer E. Heflinger for the invention
“Hand washing soap”, explaining that “it does not differ suf-
ficiently from the pumice soap described in the literature”;’

—  “The description in the application is so inconsistent in its
content that there is no way to judge about any new inven-
tion” or “is so vague and unclear that one cannot clearly
understand the operation of a given invention according to
the latter and accompanying drawing”;’®

—  “The description and drawing in the application can not be
carried out on their basis™;”

— an invention was already patented elsewhere (was not
novel);

72 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.
73 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, p. 123
74 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 69
75 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.

76 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6454, b.p.
77 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
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— pilnvara bija nepilniga, nekorekta;

— ‘aprakstitas ierices darbibas principi pilnigi pretrund ar
elementariem fizikas likumiem, kamde| nav nekadu Saubu,
ka aparats nespés nepartraukti darboties bez kadas aréjas
energijas pievadisanas™ u.c.

Patentu bija iespéjams dzést péc pasa vélésanas, iesniedzot
Patentu valdé attiecigu iesniegumu.®

Gadijumos, kad patenta ipasnieks laikus nenomaksaja
paredzétas patenta nodevas, patenta tiesibas izbeidzas. Par
patenta tiesibu izbeigSanos Patentu valde ievietoja informa-
ciju “Valdibas Vestnesi”. Dzéstu patentu atjaunot vairs nebija
iespéjams, neskatoties uz varbutéjiem iebildumiem. Izsniegtu
patentu varéja dzést arl ar tiesas lémumu, ja divu gadu laika,
skaitot no patenta izsludinasanas, pret ta izsniegSanu tika celti
iebildumi tiesas cela.?’!

Pieméram, par patenta otra gada nodevas nenomaksasanu
tika dzésts Bernhardam Domanim 1929. gada 1. marta pie-
Skirtais patents izgudrojumam “Gujamais un seZamais kresls”.
B. Domanis otra gada nodevu nomaksaja 1931. gada 24. janva-
11, nezinot, ka patents jau ir dzésts. Samaksato nodevu B. Do-
manim atmaksaja, bet patenta dzésana nebija atcelama.®?

Patentu valdes uzdevumi bija stingri noteikti un paredzé-
ja tikai konsultésanu savas kompetences, darbibas un likumu
ietvaros. Tika skaidrots, ka “Patentu valde nevar sniegt neka-
dus noradijumus par izgudrojuma lietderibu vai izredzem uz
ta izdevigu izmantosanu, bet vienigi paskaidrot, kada karta
izgudrojums pieteicams patentam, lai nodrosindtu ta vienigas
lietosanas tiesibas. Patentu valde nevar sniegt izzinu ari attieci-
ba uz to, vai priekSmeti, lidzigi Jusu izgudrojumam, jau nepa-
stavetu kaut kur arzemes [..]”.8

79 Sadu atteikumu sanéma O. Bértins par izgudrojumu “Zemes pievilkianas spéka masina”; LVVA,
4595. f,, 1. apr., 6461. 1, b.p.

80 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr,, 6453.1, 120. Ip.

81 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr, 6457.1, b.p.

82 LVVA, 4595., 1. apr, 6452.1, b.p.

83 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6455.1,, 78. Ip.

— an applied invention or its part did not differ sufficiently
from the invention previously protected by the patent;”

— incomplete, incorrect power of attorney;

—  “The principles of operation of the described device is con-
trary to the basic laws of physics. Therefore there is no doubt
that the device will not be capable of continuous operation-
without the input of any external energy’, etc.

A patent could be canceled by its holder by submitting an
appropriate application to the Latvian Patent Office.®

If a patent owner did not pay the required patent fees in
due time, his patent rights lapsed. The Latvian Patent Office
published information regarding expired patent rights in the

“Valdibas Vestnesis™. It was impossible to renew a cancelled pat-

ent despite of probable objections. A granted patent could also

be cancelled by a court decision if the grant of the patent was ju-
dicially opposed within two years from the date of its issuance.®

For example, a patent for the invention “Sleeping and sitting
chair” granted to Bernhards Domanis on 1 March 1929 was
cancelled due to the failure to pay the second-year patent fee.

B. Domanis paid it on 24 January 1931 without knowing that

the patent had already been cancelled. The 10 lats paid by

B. Domanis were returned to him, but the cancellation of his

patent was irrevocable.®
The tasks of the Latvian Patent Office were strictly defined

and supposed only consultations within the scope of their ex-
pertise, activity, and laws. It was explained, “The Latvian Pat-
ent Office cannot provide any guidance on the usefulness of an
invention or the prospects for its beneficial use, but it can only
explain the procedure how an invention is patentable to ensure
exclusive rights for using it. The Latvian Patent Office cannot
provide a statement as to whether objects similar to your inven-
tion would not already exist anywhere abroad [..]”.%

78 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.

79  O. Bertins received such a refusal for the invention “Gravity machine”; LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1,
file 6461, b.p.

80 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 120

81 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.

82 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, b.p.

83 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 78
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5 a3l st pEESTecd HARIA B E G e o Mezu tehnika Elmara Gailisa 1931. gada 3. decembra véstule Patentu valdei
tiecss uz izgudrojuma patent&lanu,loti ltidzu man pazipot. Visas daiédujautéjumu noskaidroéanai. LVVA, 4595]() 1 apr.’ 6458 l bp

vaavsse o (OB wieili Figure 12.
; : The letter of Technical Forester Elmars Gailiss dated 3 December 1931 to
the Latvian Patent Office for clarification of various issues.

LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.

Patentu valdé vérsas gan privatpersonas, gan uznému-
mu parstavji, lai lagtu konsultacijas un paskaidrojumus ar
izgudrojumu patenté$anu un precu zimju aizsardzibu saisti-
tos jautajumos (sk. 12. att.). Ievérojama dala jautajumu tika
adreséta Rupniecibas un tirdzniecibas departamentam, kura
paklautiba darbojas Patentu valde.®*

Visbiezak tika vaicats, kadas formalitates nepiecie$amas
patenta aizsardzibas apliecibas nokarto$anai, precu zimju re-
gistrésanai, kadus dokumentus nepieciesams iesniegt un ka-
das valsts nodevas nepiecieSams samaksat. Citkart iesniedzéji
véléjas uzzinat, vai izgudrojumam vai pre¢u zimei, ko gatavo-
jas pieteikt, ir jau bijusi citi lidzigi pieteikumi un ka attistiju-
sies $o pieteikumu izskati$ana.

84 LVVA,4595.f, 1. apr, 22.1, 4. Ip.

Both individuals and business representatives turned
to the Latvian Patent Office for advice and explanations on
the issues of patenting of inventions and trademark protec-
tion (See Fig. 12). The Latvian Patent Office received many
applications from the Ministry of Finance or its subordinate
Department of Industry and Commerce because inquirers
frequently addressed their inquiries to higher authorities.**

Most often the questions were about the formalities need-
ed to get a patent or trademark registration, the documents
required for submission and state fees. Sometimes the appli-
cants wished to know whether the invention or trademark
they were going to apply had already had other similar appli-
cations and what were the results of their examination.

84 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 22, p. 4
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¢ :21%6 /;) i??f:j Leonar_da Draguna 1931. gada. 18. julija véstl{le Patentu valdei par iespéju
; e

registrét precu zimi “Ekonomia” ar brieza attélu lietoSanai uz apaviem.
Atbildé Patentu valde noradija, ka ieprieks $ada pre¢u zime nav registréta.

e
% ;Z s e LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6455. 1, 12. Ip.
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Biezi pirms pieteikuma sastadi$anas Patentu valdé versas
cilveki ar lagumu apstiprinat, ka vinu izstradata precu zime
vai izgudrojums Patentu valdé nav registréts (sk. 13. att.), vai
pat apliecinat, ka sanems pozitivu atbildi. Sadu jautdjumu iz-
skati$ana neietilpa Patentu valdes pienakumos un kompeten-
cé, par ko jautataji tika informeti.®

Ar Latvija izsniegtajiem patentiem ikviens interesents
varéja iepazities Patentu valdé katru darba dienu no plkst.
9.00 lidz 15.00, bet sestdienas no plkst. 9.00 lidz 13.00.% Zinas
par valdes darbibu un nozares jautajumiem varéja iegit Pa-
tentu valdé uz vietas vai pa pastu. 1931. gada vasara Patentu
valdeé ierikoja atsevisku talruni.*”

Patentu valdé zinas par arvalstis registrétiem izgudroju-
miem un prec¢u zimém nebija pieejamas. Tas bija pieprasamas
no attiecigas valsts patentu iestades.®

Péc atteikuma sanems$anas registrét kadu pre¢u zimi
vai izgudrojumu ikviena persona bija tiesiga tris méne$u

85 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 6460. L, b.p.
86 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 6457. L, b.p.
87 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 6455. L, 57. Ip; LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6459. 1, b.p.
88 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6460. L, b.p.

The letter of Leonards Draguns dated 18 July 1931 to the Latvian Patent
Office on the possibility of registering the trademark “Ekonomia” with

an image of deer for use on footwear. In their response, the Latvian Patent
Office indicated that the above trademark had not been registered earlier.
LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 12

Before filing an application, people often addressed the
Latvian Patent Office with a request to confirm that their
trademark or invention had not been registered at the Lat-
vian Patent Office (See Fig. 13) or even to confirm that they
would receive a positive response. The consideration of such
issues was not covered by the duties and expertise of the Lat-
vian Patent Office, and the inquirers were informed about that
accordingly.®

Anyone could get acquainted with Latvian patents at the
Latvian Patent Office every working day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.* Information on the
activities of the Latvian Patent Office and industry-specific is-
sues could be obtained from the Latvian Patent Office on-site
or by post. In the summer of 1931, a separate phone line was
installed at the Latvian Patent Office.”

The Latvian Patent Office had no information on inven-
tions and trademarks registered abroad. They had to be re-
quested from the patent office of the country concerned.®

Having received a refusal to register a trademark or an
invention, every individual was entitled to appeal to the

85 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.
86 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
87 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 57; LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.
88 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.



laika jesniegt parsiidzibu Tehniskaja komiteja, samaksajot Ls
10 parsudzibas nodevu.

Patentu valde ieturéja neitralu poziciju stridus gadijumos.
Pieméram, 1932. gada 26. marta Patentu valde sanéma Davida
Bergola iesniegumu, lai ta sniegtu savu atzinumu $ada jauta-
juma: D. Bergols 1931. gada 11. decembri iesniedzis lagumu
izsniegt patentu vina izgudrojumam “letaise pie pavarda cep-
Sanas krasnim liesmas un ventilacijas regulésanai”, par kuru
bija sanémis aizsardzibas apliecibu. Savukart Bencians Ko-
gans 1926. gada 8. septembri Patentu valdé uz gadu registréjis
paraugu “Stancétas skarda krasns durtinas”, ko péc termina
beigam nav pagarinajis. Velak, 1930. gada 5. janija, B. Kogans
iesniedzis citu paraugu — “CepSanas krasns”, kas tika registréts
Patentu valdes paraugu saraksta. Sikak skaidrojot, D. Bergols
secinaja, ka abi B. Kogana pieteikumi ir par vienu izgudroju-
mu un otrajam, péc vina domam, “nepiemit jauninajuma pazi-
mes”. Balstoties uz ieprieks teikto un skaidrojot, ka B. Kogana
darbiba traucé vina izgudrojuma attistibai, D. Bergols ludzis,
lai Patentu valde sniegtu atzinumu, uz ki pamata B. Kogana
pieteikums tiktu dzésts. Atbildot D. Bergolam, Patentu valde
nesniedza atzinumu, skaidrojot, ka “Patentu valdes uzdevums
nav caurskatit vai sniegt kadus atzinumus strida lieta, bet ka
sadu jautajumu kartosana panakama tikai tiesas cela”.”

Patentu valde nereti sniedza informaciju tieslietu iesta-
dém par patentu un aizsardzibas apliecibu pieskirsanu, ka ari
dazadus paskaidrojumus un atzinumus. Lidzigi ka pienemot
léemumu par patenta vai pre¢u zimes aizsardzibas pieskir§anu,
Patentu valde vérsas péc kompetentu ekspertu atzinuma gadi-
jumos, kad bija jaizskata Patentu valdé iesniegtas studzibas un
protesti. Pieméram, 1933. gada 9. maija Patentu valde nosuti-
ja vestuli Latvijas Universitates Kimijas fakultatei, kura ladza
“neatteikties nozimet kadu lietpratéju ellas krasu, lakas krasu
un laku pagatavosanas jautajumos”, kur§ varétu, jau ieprieks

89 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 6452. 1, 123. Ip.
90 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6458. L, b.p.

Technical Committee within three months by paying an ap-
peal fee of 10 LVL.¥

In case of disputes the Latvian Patent Office retained a
neutral position. For example, on 26 March 1932, the Latvian
Patent Office received a request from Davids Bergols to give
their opinion on the following case. On 11 December 1931,
D. Bergols filed a patent application for his invention “The
device for regulating flame and ventilation on a baking cook
stove”, and he received a certificate of protection. In his turn,
Bencians Kogans registered a model [of invention] “Presswork
tin stove door” for one year at the Latvian Patent Office on
8 September 1926, which he did not extend after the expiry of
its term. Later, on 5 June 1930, B. Kogans filed another model
“Baking oven”, which was registered on the list of models of
the Latvian Patent Office. In further explanation, D. Bergols
concluded that both applications by B. Kogans referred to one
invention and the second, in his opinion, “does not have signs
of novelty”. Based on the foregoing and explaining that the ac-
tivities of B. Kogans interfered with the development of his
invention, D. Bergols requested that the Latvian Patent Office
would provide its opinion based on which the application of
B. Kogans would be deleted. When replying to D.Bergols, the
staff of the Latvian Patent Office avoided giving any opinion
by stating, “The functions of the Latvian Patent Office do not
provide for reviewing or giving any opinions in a dispute, but
such matters can only be judicially resolved”.*°

Upon receipt of related requests, the Latvian Patent Office
often provided information to judicial authorities regarding the
granting of patent and protection certificates, as well as vari-
ous explanations and opinions. Similarly, when deciding on
the granting of a patent or trademark protection, the Latvian
Patent Office sought an expert opinion when the complaints
and objections filed with the Latvian Patent Office were to be
considered. For instance, the Latvian Patent Office sent a letter
to the Faculty of Chemistry of the University of Latvia on 9 May
1933 by asking “not to refuse to appoint an expert on the issues

89 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, p. 123
90 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.
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iepazistoties ar lietas materidliem, 13. maija piedalities Pa-
tentu valdes sédé, kura planots izskatit firmas “Wm. Hjordt”
iesniegto iebildumu pret patenta izsnieg$anu kimiskajai fab-
rikai “M. Kalnins” izgudrojumam “Ellas krasu, laku krasu un

laku izgatavosanas panémiens”.!

PRECU ZIMJU AIZSARDZIBA

Precu zimes bija visada veida zimes, ko tirgotaji un rip-
nieki lietoja uz precém vai to iesainojumiem: zimogi, plom-
bas, kapsulas, etiketes (sk. 14. att.), vinjetes, zimites, spiedogi,
devizes, zimé&jumi, modeli, formas u.c. (sk. 15. att.). Latvija un
pasaulé tas pladi izmantoja tirgotaji un uznémeéji, lai apzimétu
savas preces, tadéjadi tas individualizéjot un vizuali atSkirot
no citu precém.*

Pre¢u zimju aizsardziba Latvija attiecas uz visam tirdz-
niecibas un ripniecibas nozarém.”” Pre¢u zimju aizsardzibu
realizéja ar t.s. registracijas jeb pieteik$anas sistému — saskana
ar ripniecibas nolikumu katrai personai, kas véléjas iegtit tie-
sibas vienigajai lietot kadu precu zimi, ta bija japiesaka regis-
tréSanai Patentu valdé, kura parbaudija, vai ievéroti visi regis-
tréSanai nepiecieSamie nosacijumi un visi likumi, ka ari veica
zimju registraciju un izdeva attiecigus dokumentus.**

Pirmas precu zimju aizsardzibas apliecibas Patentu val-
de izdeva 1922. gada 18. janvari Riga eso$ajai tabakas fabri-
kai a/s “Maikapar™: aizsardzibas aplieciba Nr. 1 precu zimei
“Riga, 1901 - 10 gab” (sk. 16. att.), Nr. 2 - “Riga, 1901 - 25
gab?, Nr. 3 — “1201 - 10 gab” un Nr. 4 - “1201 - 25 gab”

91 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6459. 1, b.p.

92 Ramans, L. Precu nozime : diploma darbs. Matrikula 8802. Latvijas Universitate. Riga, 1938.
81 Ipp.; Neuhauss, A. Precu nozimes aizsardziba. Riga : Vards, 1934, 6. Ipp.

93 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6461. 1, b.p.

94 Svarcs, E. Vai arzemés registréta, bet Latvija neregistréta precu nozime bauda aizsardzibu pret
Latvija registretu? Riga, 1935, 6.-7. Ipp.

95  Tabakas fabrika a/s “Maikapar” darbojas Riga no 1887. gada. Starpkaru Latvija bija viens no liela-
kajiem un tehniski vislabak nostaditajiem tabakas razo$anas uznémumiem, razojot gada pari par
2,5 miljoniem dazadu marku papirosu.

of producing oil-paint, lacquer-paint, and varnish”, who, having
studied the case file, could take part in the meeting of the Lat-
vian Patent Office on 13 May 1933 after studying the case file,
where they intended to consider the opposition submitted by
company “Wm. Hjordt” against the granting of a patent for the
invention “The method for producing oil-paints, lacquer-paints,
and varnishes” of the chemical factory “M.Kalnins”*'

TRADEMARKS PROTECTION

Trademarks were marks of various types that traders and
manufacturers used on their products or their packaging.
Different signs were existing in Latvia: stamps, stoppings,
capsules, labels (See Fig. 14), vignettes, notes, seals, slogans,
drawings, models, forms, etc. (See Fig. 15). They were wide-
ly used by various traders and entrepreneurs to mark their
products, thus individualising them and distinguishing them
visually from other products in the world and in Latvia.*?

Trademark protection covered all sectors of trade and in-
dustry in Latvia.”” It was implemented by the so-called regis-
tration or application system, i.e., according to the Industrial
Regulation, every person wishing to obtain an exclusive rights
to use a trademark had to file that trademark at the Latvian
Patent Office, which verifies whether all the conditions and all
the laws necessary for registration had been complied with,
registered the trademarks, and issued relevant documents.*

The Latvian Patent Office issued the first certificates of
trademark protection on 18 January 1922 to the Riga-based
tobacco factory JSC Maikapar.>

Those were the following: certificate of trademark protec-
tion No. 1 for “Riga, 1901 - 10 pcs.” (See Fig. 16), No. 2 - “Riga,

91 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.

92 Ramans, L. Trademarks: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 8802. University of Latvia. Riga,
1938. p. 81; Neuhauss, A. Trademark Protection. Riga: Vards, 1934, p. 6

93 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6461, b.p.

94  Svarcs, E. Does a Trademark Filed Abroad and Not Registered in Latvia Enjoy Protection Against a
Trademark Filed in Latvia? Riga, 1935, pp. 6-7

95 Tobacco Factory JSC Maikapar operated in Riga since 1887. In inter-war period, it was among the
largest and most technically advanced tobacco producers in Latvia by producing over 2.5 million
cigarettes of different brands per year.



14. attéls

1926. gada 15. maija Sokolades un konfeksu
fabrikai a/s “Union” registréta precu zime —
etikete ar putna zimé&jumu “Sarkankrititis”
lieto$anai konfektém un $okoladém.

LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6453. 1, 20. Ipp.

Figure 14.

Trademark registered by Chocolate and
Candy Factory JSC Union, a label with an
image of a bird “Sarkankrutitis” (Redbreast)
for use on sweets and chocolates on 15 May
1926. LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 20

(sk. 17. att.). Visas Cetras pre¢u zimju aizsardzibas apliecibas
dzéstas 1923. gada maija.*

Prec¢u zimes un izgudrojumi Patentu valdé bija japiesaka
saskana ar Finan$u ministrijas apstiprinatiem noteikumiem.
Sadi noteikumi tika izstradati, lai sistematizétu un sakartotu
Patentu valdes darbibu un lautu izveértét pieteikumus péc to
butibas.

Noteikumi par precu zimju registrésanu (sk. 18. att.) pare-
dzgja, ka pieteikuma bija iesniedzami $adi dokumenti:

1. Precu zimes registrésanas pieteikums.
2. Pre¢u zimes apraksts divos eksemplaros. Aprakstam bija
jasatur:

1) precu zimi raksturojoss nosaukums,

2) zimes apraksts,

3) precu saraksts, kuram zimi lietos,

4) pieteicéja vards un adrese,

5) pilnvarnieka vards un adrese,

6) pilnvarnieka paraksts.

3. Pre¢u zimes zimé&jumi 10 eksemplaros, piestiprinati pa
vienam uz 10 atseviskam loksném, atziméjot uz katras loksnes
apaksa $adas norades:

96  Purics, J. Rapniecibas departamenta Patentu valde. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.94, 1923, 5. maijs, 1. Ipp.

15. attels

Nazu, karo$u un daksinu katu modelis, ko 1930. gados lietoja firma
“H. Bank”. Foto. Registréts Patentu valdé 1930. gada 26. augusta.
LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6455. 1, 438. Ipp.

Figure 15.

Design of knife, spoon, and fork handles used by company “H.Bank” in the
1930s. Photo. Registered at the Latvian Patent Office on 26 August 1930.
LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 438

1901 - 25 pcs, No. 3 - “1201 - 10 pcs, and No. 4 -“1201 -
25 pcs” (See Fig. 17). All of them were cancelled in May
1923.%

Trademarks and inventions had to be filed at the Latvi-
an Patent Office according to the regulations approved by the
Ministry of Finance, which were designed to systematise, or-
ganise the operation of the Latvian Patent Office, and allow
assessment of applications on their merits.

Regulations on the registration of trademarks (See Fig. 18)
provided that the following documents had to be submitted
with an application:

1. An application for filing a trademark.
2. Two copies of the description of a trademark containing
the following:

1) name characterising the trademark,

2) description of the mark,

3) alist of products on which the mark will be used;

4) name and address of an applicant;

5) name and address of an Attorney;

6) signature of the Attorney.

96  Purics, J. The Patent Office of the Department of Industry. Valdibas Véstnesis No 94, 5 May 1923,
p.1
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16. attéls

Tabakas fabrikas a/s “Maikapar”
precu zime “Riga, 1901 - 10 gab.” uz
tirdznieciba esosas papirosu kastites.

Figure 16.

The trademark of tobacco factory JSC
Maikapar “Riga, 1901 - 10 pcs.” on the
retail cigarette boxes.

1) zimi raksturojo$o nosaukumu,

2) precu sarakstu, kuram zimi lietos,

3) pieteicéja vardu un adresi,

4) pilnvarnieka vardu un adresi.

4. Arvalstu patentu iestades aplieciba par pre¢u zimju regis-
tréSanu (ja tada ir).

5. Latvija dzivojosas personas pilnvara, kas legalizéta Latvi-
jas parstavnieciba arzemés.”’

Personu vélmi aizsargat precu zimes labi raksturo $ads
piemeérs. 1931. gada septembri Patentu valde sanéma Liepaja
registrétas kimiskas fabrikas “Eduards Groés” ipasnieka Adol-
fa Grosa véstuli. Kimiskaja fabrika razoja denaturéto spirtu
un pildjja pudelés, uz kuram jau ilgaku laiku bija specialas
etiketes, kuras sabiedriba jau iemantojusas atpazistamibu
(sk. 19. att.). A. Gross, akcentéjot lietotas precu zimes vértibu
un tas atpazistamibu, skaidroja, ka “pateicoties tiram un liet-
pratigam darbam, mana laboratorija pilditais spirts iekarojis
vietéjo tirgu un visur tiek pieprasits”.*®

Turpmako A. Gro$s raksturoja $adi: “Pedéja laika kads
Liepajas iedzivotajs [M.] Mindelis ari dabujis atlauju pildit

97 LVVA, 2574. f, 4. apr, 2731. L, b.p.
98 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6456. L, b.p.

17. attéls

Tabakas fabrikas a/s
“Maikapar” precu
zime “1201 - 25 gab.”
uz tirdznieciba esosas
papirosu kastites.

Figure 17.

The trademark of tobacco
factory JSC Maikapar
“1201 - 25 pcs.” on the
retail cigarette boxes.

3. Drawings of the trademark in 10 copies, affixed one by one
on 10 separate sheets of paper with the following references
noted at the bottom of each sheet:

1) name characterising the trademark,

2) alist of products on which the mark will be used,

3) name and address of the applicant;

4) name and address of the Attorney.

4. Certificate of ftrademark registration issued by a foreign
patent office (if any).

5. A power of attorney issued by an resident of Latvia and
legalised by representations of Latvia abroad.””

The following case is a good example of the desire of indi-
viduals to protect trademarks. In September 1931, the Latvian
Patent Office received a letter from Adolf Grosch, owner of
the chemical factory “Eduard Grosch” registered in Liepaja.
A. Grosch engaged in the production of denatured alcohol for
sale at his chemical factory. The alcohol was produced and
bottled in the factory, bearing special labels for quite a long
time , which had already become well known in the commu-
nity (See Fig. 19). When highlighting the value and recogni-
tion of the trademark used, A. Grosch explained, “the alco-
hol bottled in my lab has conquered the local market and is

97 LSHA, stock 2574, entry 4, file 2731, b.p.



RiGA, 1927.. g, . decembri
Valdemara ield Ne 2-a

Nr. R.P4a.

VALSTS SAIMNIECIBAS
DEPARTAMENTS

Riipulecibas nodaja

MINISTERE DES FINANCES
DEPARTEMENT DE
L’ECONOMIE PUBLIQUE

o

NOTEIKUMI PAR PRECU NOZIMJU REGISTRESANU.
Pietoicot predu nozimi registreSanai iesniedzams seko3ais:
I. Ligums uz drukatas blankas/ predu nozimes registreSanas pieteikums
kas pérkama Valsts Tipografija, pili.
2. Predu nozimes apraksts 2 ekzemplaros.
Aprakstam jasatur sekoSais:
a/ predu nozimi raksturojo¥s nosaukums, b/ nozimes apraksts,
c/predu saraksts,kuram nozimi lietos, d/pisteiceja vards un
adrese,e/ pilavarnicks vards tm adrese. f/ pilmnvarnieka paraksts.
3. Prelu nozimes zimejumi IO ekzemplaros ,piestiprinats pid vienam
uz 10 atsevidkam lokeasm,atzimejot wz katras lokenes apakia se—
ko3os :
=) a/nozimi raksturojoSo nosaukumu,b/predu sarsksts kuvam nozimi
lietos,o/pieteiceja vards un adrese,d/ pilanvarnicke

vards
un adrese..
4, Arvalsts patentu valdes apliecibe par predu nozimju registreSa-
nu /Heimatsurkunde/ .
5. Pilnvara uz Latvija dzivojoSa priekSstavja varda;pilnvara
legalizejama no Latvijas parstavniecibas.
Zimognodoklis : uz laguma Ls.I.40 , uz vienapraksta
40 snt. ,uz érvalsts patentu valdes apliecibas 40 snt.,piln-
varas Ls.I.-
Predu nozimes tiek registretas uz IO gadiem; gada nodevas
ir par pirmo gadu - Ls.IO, par katru turpmalo gadu Ls.5.—
P8c IO gadu noteceSanas registreta predu nozime var tikt
atjaunota.

18. atteéls

Noteikumi par pre¢u zimju registrésanu. 1927. gads.
LVVA, 2574. f, 4. apr., 2731. L, b.p.

Figure 18.

Regulations on the filing of trademarks, 1927.
LSHA, stock 2574, entry 4, file 2731, b.p.

denaturetu spirtu, bet vina pilditais spirts nav guvis piekrisanu
publika, kas pa dalai izskaidrojams ar pildisanas ierices un kar-
tibas dazadibam, kuras atstaj iespaidu uz spirta tiribu. Tagad
esmu dzirdejis, ka minétais [M.] Mindelis gribot izlaist savu
spirtu zem tadas pasas krasas etiketem, ar lidzigu izskatu, ka
manas, lai caur to paceltu sava spirta apgrozibu, jo esot nove-
rots, ka publika pieprasot arvien spirtu ar lilla-roza (tas ir, ma-
nam) etiketém. Atzistot, ka tads [M.] Mindela panémiens stip-
ra méra var maldinat vientiesigos pircéjus un man var atnest
lielus zaudejumus un véledamies nodrosinat sev tiesibas uz ma-
nas precu nozimes “lilla-roza etikete” lietoSanu un aizsardzibu,

demanded everywhere thanks to the honestly done and skillful
work” %

Adolf Grosch told the following to characterise the fur-
ther development of events, “Recently, some Jew from Liepaja,
[M.] M. Mindelis also received permission to bottle denatured
alcohol, but the alcohol that he bottled was not popular among
the public, which is partly explained by the diversity of filling
equipment and sequence of filling affecting the purity of alco-
hol. Now I have heard that the above-mentioned [M.] Mindelis
wanted to produce his alcohol with the labels of the same col-
our and looking like mine to increase turnover of his alcohol,

98 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.
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19. attéls

Firmas “Eduards Gross” ipasnieka
Adolfa Groga lietota etikete uz
denaturéta spirta pudelém.

LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6456. L, b.p.

Figure 19.

The label used by Adolf Grosch, owner
of the company “Eduard Grosch” on
the bottles of denatured alcohol.
LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.

ar $o pagodinos pieteikt savu precu nozimi (etiketi) [..] izsniegt
man attiecigu apliecibu par pieteiktas precu nozimes lietoSanas
tiesibu pieskirsanu man. Pieziméju, ka man galvenam kartam
ir no svara nodrosinat sev vienigas lietosanas tiesibas attieciba
uz etiketes krasu, kura publikas acts spelé izskiroso lomu.® Ta
ka A. Groga pieteikums nebija noforméts atbilstosi noteiku-
miem par pre¢u zimém, Patentu valde to noraidija, aicinot
iesniegt jaunu, parstradatu iesniegumu.'®

Lémumu par pre¢u zimju registrésanu vai pieteikumu no-
raidiSanu pienéma Patentu komiteja. Tomér nereti Patentu
valdes darbinieki, lai izlemtu kadas pre¢u zimes aizsardzibu,
ladza iesniedzéjam iesniegt papildu informaciju. Pieméram,
1932. gada janvari uz diviem méne$iem atlika a/s “Latvijas
Raugs” pieteiktas precu zimes “Ligo” izskati$anu, papildus
pieprasot zinas, kadam precém zimi lietos, ka arl $o precu
konkreétaku aprakstu, jo “pirmaja iesnieguma noradita prece
“specials ekstrakts” nav uzskatams par tadu, kas noraditu uz
kadu konkretu preci”***

99 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6456. L, bup.
100 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr,, 6456. L, b.p.
101 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr,, 6458. L, b.p.

because it has been observed that the public is always demand-
ing alcohol with purple-pink labels (that is, my labels). While
acknowledging that such a method of M. Mindelis can mislead
naive purchasers to a great extent and can cause me a great
deal of damage and wishingto secure my right to the use and
protection of my “purple-pink label”, I am delighted to file my
trademark (label) [...] and issue wishing appropriate certificate-
granting me the right to use the trademark applied for. I would
like to note that it is crucial for me to ensure my exclusive right
to use the colour of the label, which plays a decisive role in the
eyes of the public”.”® Because the application of Adolf Grosch
was not drawn up according to the trademark regulations, the
Latvian Patent Office rejected it inviting to submit a new, re-
vised application.'®

It was the Patent Committee that decided on the registra-
tion of a trademark or rejection of an application. However,
the employees of the Latvian Patent Office quite often asked
an applicant for additional information to decide on the pro-
tection of some trademark. For example, in January 1932,
the examination of trademark “Ligo” was suspended for two
months, which JSC “Latvijas Raugs” (Latvian Yeast) applied
for, meanwhile requesting the information on which products

99  LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.
100 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.



Citos gadijumos, kad bija neskaidriba par lémuma pie-
nemsanu, Patentu valde vérsas kompetentas iestadés ar la-
gumu izsniegt atzinumu. Pieméram, sakara ar kadas vietéjas
firmas lagumu registrét vardu “Latvica” Patentu valde la-
dza Latvijas Universitates Filologijas un filozofijas fakultatei
sniegt paskaidrojumu, vai vards “Latvica” kada valoda atbilst
vardam “Latvija”.!** Savukart kada vietéja tekstilrupniecibas
firma bija iesniegusi lagumu registrét vardu “Printers” §is fir-
mas vienigai lieto$anai uz dazadiem balinatiem un nebalina-
tiem kokvilnas audumiem, tadé] 1930. gada jalija Patentu val-
de griezas Latvijas Tirgotaju un rapnieku savieniba un Rigas
Fabrikantu biedriba ar jautajumu: “Vai $is vards jau vispari
netiek lietots audumu $kiru apzimeésanai?”'®

Patentu valdei nebija pienakums pirms aizsardzibas ap-
liecibas izdo$anas parbaudit, vai pieteicéjam patiesam pieder
pre¢u zime. Jautajums par pieteicéju aktualizéjas tikai gadi-
jumos, ja kads lietojis precu zimi bez registracijas un kads
konkurents $o zimi registréjis ka savu, ka rezultata pirmais
iesniedzis siidzibu. Sados gadijumos pirmajam lietotdjam
bija tiesibas vérsties tiesa un apstridét izdoto aizsardzibas
apliecibu.'™

Patentu valde precu zimes registréja uz 10 gadiem, par
katru gadu paredzot noteiktas nodevas apmaksu. Péc 10 ga-
diem registréto precu zimi varéja atjaunot.'” Precu zimes re-
gistracija sniedza teritoriala un laika zina ierobeZotu aizsar-
dzibu. Patentu valdé registréta precu zime ieguva aizsardzibu
ar registracijas datumu tik ilgi, kameér tas ipasnieks izpildija
likuma paredzétas prasibas un ta netika dzésta. Likums nepa-
redzgja, ka registrétai precu zimei jabut lietosana.'%

Registréjot precu zimi, valsts appémas nodrosinat tas aiz-
sardzibu. Tomér bija gadijumi, kad $adas garantétas tiesibas

102 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6458. L, b.p.

103 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6454. L, b.p.

104 Neuhauss, A. Precu nozimes aizsardziba. Riga : Vards, 1934, 10. Ipp.
105 LVVA, 2574.£,, 4.apr., 27311, b.p.

106 Neuhauss, A. Precu nozimes aizsardziba. Riga : Vards, 1934, 13. Ipp.

the trademark would be used, as well as a more specific de-
scription of those products, because “the product indicated in
the first application as “special extract” cannot be regarded as
referring to a specific product”.'”!

In other cases, when there was uncertainty about the
decision, the Latvian Patent Office addressed competent au-
thorities with a request for their opinion. For example, in
connection with a request from a local company to register
the word “Latvica”, the Latvian Patent Office addressed the
Faculty of Philology and Philosophy of the University of Lat-
via with a request for an explanation as to whether the word
“Latvica” did not correspond to the word “Latvia” in any
other language.'” In its turn, in July 1930, regarding the fact
that a local textile company submitted a request to register the
name “Printers” for the sole use of this company for a variety
of bleached and unbleached cotton fabrics, the Latvian Pat-
ent Office approached the Latvian Association of Traders and
Manufacturers and the Riga Association of Manufacturers
with the question, “Has this word already been used to denote
types of fabrics in general?”'®

Before issuing a certificate of protection, the Latvian Pat-
ent Office was not obliged to verify whether an applicant re-
ally owned a trademark concerned. The question on an ap-
plicant occurred only in cases where somebody was using a
trademark without registration, and some competitor regis-
tered that trademark as his own, which led to the submission
of the complaint by the first user. In such cases, the first user
was entitled to take legal action and challenge the certificate
of protection issued.'™

The Latvian Patent Office registered trademarks for
10 years, providing for the payment of a certain fee each year.
After 10 years, the registered trademark could be renewed.'”
Registering a trademark provided limited territorial and time
protection. The trademark registered with the Latvian Patent

101 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.
102 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.
103 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6454, b.p.
104 Neuhauss, A. Trademark Protection. Riga: Vards, 1934, p. 10
105 LSHA, stock 2574, entry 4, file 2731, b.p.
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tika parkaptas. Pieméram, Patentu valde 1932. gada decem-
bri sniedza atzinumu Tautas Labklajibas ministrijas Farmaci-
jas parvaldei, vienlaikus skaidrojot pre¢u zimes aizskar$anas
principus $ada lieta: kads Francijas tirdzniecibas parstavis
1932. gada 22. novembri célis iebildumus par precu zimes
“Urodan” (ar1 “Urodan SKA”) lietosanu, ko izmantoja Latvijas
Slimokasu savieniba, apstaklos, kad Francijas firma “Socie-
te Anonyme pour I'Expansion de Marques de Fabrique et de
Commerce” lietoja pre¢u zimi “Urodonal”, kurai Patentu valde
1924. gada 15. marta pieskira aizsardzibu, un firmai pieskir-
tas vienigas lietoSanas tiesibas. Aplakojot gadijumu sikak, tika
secinats, ka Latvijas Slimokasu savieniba publicéjusi brosaru
“Rokas gramata arstiem”, kura iepriek§minétas Francijas fir-
mas preparats “Urodonal” nebija minéts, bet ta vieta ierakstits
Slimokasu savienibas izgatavotais “Urodan”. Patentu valde
$adu sadzibu atzina par pamatotu un konstatéja precu zimes
aizskarsanu. Vienlaikus Tautas Labklajibas ministrija atzina,
ka lidzigi gadijumi saistiba ar pre¢u zimju iespéjamu aizskar-
$anu ir ari ar citu arvalstu preparatiem.'””

Saskana ar likumu [par precu zimém] uznémuma pardo-
$anas gadijuma tiesibas uz prec¢u zimi, kadas pieskirtas uzné-
muma agrakajam ipas$niekam, varéja nodot ta jaunajam ipas-
niekam gadijuma, ja uzpémums nemainija nosaukumu un
seSu ménesu laika no uzpémuma pardosanas Patentu valdé
uzradija iepriekséja ipasnieka rakstisku piekrisanu.'®®

Gadijuma, ja kada precu zime jau registréta kadas perso-
nas vai firmas lieto$ana, lai iegiitu tiesibas izmantot lidzigu
precu zimi, no pirma ipasnieka bija nepiecie$ams iegut raks-
tisku apstiprinajumu, ka vinam nav iebildumu pret precu zi-
mes lietoganu.'”

Precu zimju registraciju atteica vairakos gadijumos:

107 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr,, 6457. L, b.p.
108 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6460. L, b.p.
109 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr,, 6458. L, b.p.

Office gained protection from the date of its registration and
had the protection as long as its owner complied with the stat-
utory requirements, and it was not deleted. The law did not
foresee that the registered trademark should be used.'®

When registering a trademark, the state undertook to
ensure its protection. However, there were cases, where such
guaranteed rights were infringed. For instance, the Latvian
Patent Office issued an opinion to the Pharmacy Board of
the Ministry of National Welfare in December 1932, while
explaining the principles of infringement of a trademark in
the following case. On 22 November 1932, a French sales
representative opposed the use of trademark “Urodan” (also
“Urodan SKA”) by the Latvian Association of Sickness Insur-
ance Funds in the circumstances when the French company
“Societe Anonyme pour UExpansion de Marques de Fabrique et
de Commerce” was using trademark “Urodonal’, for which the
Latvian Patent Office granted the rights of exclusive use to the
company on 15 March 1924. Considering the case in more
detail, it was concluded that the Latvian Association of Sick-
ness Insurance Funds had published a booklet “Handbook for
Doctors”, where the medication “Urodonal” the above-men-
tioned French company was not mentioned, and medication
“Urodan” produced by the Latvian Association of Sickness
Insurance Funds was indicated instead. The Latvian Patent
Office found such a complaint to be justified and stated “in-
fringement of the trademark”. At the same time, the Ministry
of National Welfare acknowledged that a similar situation of
potential infringement of trademarks was also possible re-
garding other foreign medications.'”’

Under the Law [on Trademarks], if a company was sold,
the right to a trademark granted to the former owner of the
company could be transferred to the new owner unless the
company changed its name and presented a written consent
of the previous owner to the Latvian Patent Office within six
months from the sale of the company.'®®

106 Neuhauss, A. Trademark Protection. Riga: Vards, 1934, p. 13
107 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
108 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.



pieteiktais vards uzskatams par tadu, kas noradija uz
preces sastavu un atstajams brivai lieto§anai (pieméram,
vards “piemalums”);!°

pieteiktais vards jau ilgaku laiku tika lietots kadas darbi-
bas, paradibas vai papémiena apzimé$anai. Pieméram,
vards ‘elektrolit”, kas “jau vairak neka 50 gadus tiek lietots
elektriskas stravas vaditaju apzimesanai”;'!

pieteikta zime nepietiekami atskiras no kadas jau registre-
tas precu zimes. Pieméram, $adu pamatojumu precu zi-
mes “kafijas dzirnavinas attéls” registréSanas atteikumam
1934. gada sanéma Edvins Jékulis, paskaidrojot, ka ta ne-
pietiekami at$kiras no kadas Austrijas firmai “Heinrich
Frank Soehne A. G” 1927. gada 1. julija registrétas pre¢u
zimes;'?

pieteikta precu zime nepietiekami atskiras no kadas ie-
prieks registrétas pre¢u zimes, péc kuras dzésanas vél ne-
bija pagajusi likuma noteiktie tris gadi;

etiketé ieklautais preces nosaukums jau registréts kadai
citai privatpersonai vai firmai;

neatbilsto$s pieteikums. Pieméram, 1930. gada 13. maija
Patentu valde atbildéja Leo Goldbergam, ka vina pieteikto
pre¢u zimi “Majturibas ziepes” nevar registrét, jo “pietei-
kums [..] acim redzot attiecas uz vélesanos iegiit aizsardzi-
bu ziepju gabala ipatnéjam veidojumam”, nevis uz pasu
precu zimi;'"?

precu zime varéja izraisit nesaprasanu vai neapmierina-
tibu. Pieméram, 1930. gada 7. marta atteikumu registrét
prec¢u zimi “Rainis” sanéma a/s “Laferme”, skaidrojot, ka
Stvarda, ka plasi pazistama dzejnieka pseidonima, lietosa-
na ka pre¢u nozime var tautas viena dala izsaukt zinamu
neapmierinatibu”;'

110 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6452. 1., 103. Ip.
111 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 146. Ip.
112 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6452. 1, 160. Ip.
113 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6453. 1., 76. Ip.

114 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6453. 1, 206. Ip.

If a trademark was similar to the trademark already regis-
tered for use by some other individual or company, a written
permission from the latter was needed in order to use it.'*”

Trademark registration was refused on several occasions:
— An applied word indicated the composition of a product

and left to be used freely (for example, the word “piemal-

ums” (grinding);'°

— An applied word had been used for along time to describe
a particular action, phenomenon, or method. For instance,
the word “elektrolit” (electrolyte), which “has been used for
marking electrical conductors for more than 50 years”;'"!

— An applied mark did not differ sufficiently from any trade-
mark that had already been registered. For example, in
1934, Edvins Jekulis received the following justification for
refusing to register his trademark “kafijas dzirnavinas attels”
(image of a coffee grinder) with an explanation that it did
not sufficiently differ from the trademark of Austrian com-
pany “Heinrich Frank Soehne AG” filed on 1 July 1927;'*2

— An applied mark did not differ sufficiently from any earli-
er registered trademark, after whose expiry the three years
prescribed by law had not yet passed;

— The name of a product included on a label was already
registered by another individual or company;

— Aninappropriate application. For example, on 13 May 1930,
the Latvian Patent Office replied to Leo Goldberg that his
applied trademark “Mdajturibas ziepes” (Household Soap)
could not be registered, since “the application [..] apparent-
ly refers to the intention to obtain protection for the specific
shape of a bar of soap” rather than to a trademark as such;'"

— A trademark could cause confusion or dissatisfaction.
For example, on 7 March 1930, JSC “Laferme” received
the refusal to register trademark “Rainis” explaining that
“the use of this proper name which is a pseudonym of a

109 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.
110 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, p. 103
111 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 146
112 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, p. 160
113 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 76



precu zime saturéja kadas arvalsts nosaukumu, piemeé-
ram, noraidija prec¢u zimi “Japanu pulveris prieks lopiem”,
noradot, ka tas satur nosaukumu “Japana™", ka ari no-
radits, ka nevar registrét vardu “Bufalo”, jo tas ir vietas
nosaukums;!*¢

precu zime lidzas ar pieteicéjfirmas nosaukumu saturéja
vél kadas citas firmas nosaukumu;'"’

precu zime varéja maldinat patérétajus attieciba uz preces
razo$anas vietu. Pieméram, ar $adu pamatojumu noraidita
pre¢u zime “Old England”™;"'®

precu zimei truka jebkuras atskiribas pazimes, tas teksts
vienlidz attiecinams uz vairakiem razojumiem. Pieméram
“Rigas papirosi”, ar ko varéja saprast visus Riga razotos
papirosus;'"?

prec¢u zime varéja maldinat patérétajus par preces izcel-
$anas valsti, bez nepiecie$amibas, lietojot kadas preces
nosaukumu sve$valoda. Pieméram, 1932. gada decem-
bri noraidija kimiskas fabrikas “Excelsior” pilnvarnie-
ka A. Rodes pieteikumu lietot precu zimi “Kronbrod”,
skaidrojot, ka varda “maize” apzimésana svesvaloda, $aja
gadijuma zviedru valoda (“brod”), ir maldinosa, un aici-
naja iesniegt jaunu pieteikumu, lietojot citu nosaukumu,
pieméram, “Kronmaize” vai “Kronu maize”.'*® Savukart
1932. gada julija Alisei Kovalevai ar $adu pamatojumu
atteica registrét nosaukumu “Franca Jozefa téja”, skaidro-
jot, ka $is nosaukums var maldinat patérétajus attieciba uz
preces izcel$anas vietu, noradot, ka “vietéja tirgi plasi iz-
platiti arzemes mineralideni ar nosaukumu “Franc Jozef”,
kas razoti Ungarija;'*!

well-known poet as a trademark can cause some dissatisfac-
tion in a part of the public”;"*

A trademark contained the name of a foreign country, for
example, the trademark “Japanu pulveris prieks lopiem”
(Japanese powder for livestock) was rejected by stating
that it contained name “Japan™" and indicating that name
“Buffalo” could not be filed because it was a place-name;"'®
Alongside with the name of the applicant company a trade-
mark contained the tradename of some other company;'"”
A trademark could mislead consumers as to the origin of
a product. For example, the registration of the trademark
“Old England” was refused based on such a justification;''®
A trademark lacked any signs of distinctiveness, and its
text could be equally applied to several products. For ex-
ample, “Rigas papirosi” (Riga Cigarettes), which can imply
all the cigarettes made in Riga;'"®

It could mislead consumers as to the country of origin of a
product when using a name of a product in a foreign lan-
guage without any need. For instance, in December 1932,
the application regarding the use of trademark “Kronbrod”
(Crown Bread in Swedish) submitted by Attorney A.Rode
on behalf of the chemical factory “Excelsior” was rejected
by explaining that the designation of the word “bread” in
a foreign language, in this case, in Swedish (“brod”), was
misleading, thus the applicant was invited to submit a new
application using a different name such as “Kronmaize”
(Crown Bread in Latvian) or “Kronu maize”'?° In her turn,
Alise Kovaleva received a refusal to file the name “Franca
Jozefa téja” (Franz Josef Tea) on this basis in July 1932 by
explaining that this name could mislead consumers as to
the origin of the product, because “foreign mineral waters

115 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6453.1,, 263. Ip. 114 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 206
116 LVVA, 4595.f,, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 421. Ip. 115 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 263
117 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6454. 1, b.p. 116 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 421
118 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 168. Ip. 117 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6454, b.p.
119 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6456. L, b.p. 118 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 168
120 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6457. 1, b.p. 119 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456, b.p.

1

121 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6457. 1, b.p. 120 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.



— gadijumos, ja vél pirms precu zimes pieskir§anas iesnie-
122

dzgjs atsauca savu pieteikumus;

— kads pieteiktais vards, lietojot kopa ar preces nosaukumu,
noradija uz preces zinamam Ipasibam, tapéc atstajams bri-
va lietosana. Pieméram, 1933. gada pieteikta precu zime
“Krizes ziepes” noradija, ka minéta prece “ziepes” ir léta.
Patentu valde noradija, ka iespéjams ziepém registrét precu
zimi “Krize”, kas darams, iesniedzot jaunu pieteikumu;'?

— nepilniga, nekorekti sastadita pilnvara;'**

— pieteiktais nosaukums bija kadas organizacijas nosaukums.
Pieméram, 1934. gada 30. maija Patentu valde noraidija
a/s “Maikapar” pieteikto pre¢u zimi “Aizsargs” u.c.'*
Precu zimes dzésa péc to ipasnieku vélmes, péc aizsardzi-

bas termina beigam, ja tas netika pagarinats, ka ari gadijumos,

ja netika nomaksatas nepiecie$amas nodevas. Bija ari gadiju-

mi, kad precu zimes ipas$nieki nepiecieSamas nodevas samak-

sdja, bet par to neinforméja Patentu valdi, ka rezultata precu

zimi dzésa (sk. 21. att.). Arl $ajos gadijumos lémums precu

zimi dzést nebija atcelams.'*

122 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6458. L, b.p.
123 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6460. L, b.p.
124 LVVA, 4893. £, 2. apr, 1., 65. Ip.

125 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6461. L, b.p.
126 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6461. L, b.p.

20. attels

Liepajas tirgotaja Izraela Alperovica
1930. gada 14. janvari Patentu valdé
iesniegta pre¢u zime “Latvia Brand”.
L. Alperovica pieteikums ka nepareizi

S —— noformeéts tika noraidits.
FTV LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6453. 1, 336. Ip.
,A Figure 20.

BKAN D The trademark “Latvia Brand” submitted

by Liepaja merchant Israel Alperovich to
the Latvian Patent Office of the Republic
of Latvia on 14 January 1930, which was
rejected as drafted incorrectly.

LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 336

named “Franc Jozef” produced in Hungary were widely
present on the local market”;'*!

In cases where the applicant withdrew his or her applica-
tion before the granting of a trademark;'?

Some applied word when used with a name of a product
indicates the known properties of the product, and there-
fore it should be left in free circulation. For example, the
trademark “Krizes ziepes” (Crisis soap) applied for in 1933
indicates that the product “soap” is cheap. The Latvian Pat-
ent Office noted that it was possible to register the trade-
mark “Krize” by submitting a new application;'?
Incomplete or incorrectly drafted Power of Attorney;'**
The name claimed is the name of an organisation. For exam-
ple, the Latvian Patent Office rejected to file the trademark
“Aizsargs” (Protector) applied by JSC “Maikapar’, etc.'>
Trademarks were cancelled upon the intention of their

owners, after the expiry of the term of protection if it was not
extended or when the necessary fees were not paid. There
were also instances where the trademark owners paid the re-
quired fees, but they did not notify the Latvian Patent Office
about that. Consequently, such trademarks were cancelled.

121 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
122 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6458, b.p.
123 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.
124 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 1, p. 65

125 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6461, b.p.
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““lauts no Veselibas Departamenta zem Ne 6149.

Kiinstl. med. Mineral-

< ”YALETU“ i 21 attels

Maksl. med. mineral-  EEEEEERSRERSRY) ,
: idenu izgatavoSana: zem

provizora M. PAPERNA

unter Aufsicht des
Provisors M. PAPERNA.

twasserfabrikation = | Pre¢u zime “Valetudo” ar zvaigznes ziméjumu, kas paredzéta maksliga
mediciniska mineraladens lietosanai, 1925. gada 26. augusta registréta

uzraudzibas, P Liepajas firmai “S. B. Brenner”, bet 1927. gada 16. janvari, saistiba ar nodevu

LIBAU, Schifferstr. 4.
Telephon Nr. 180.

LIEPAJA, Kugenieku iela 4.
Tajrunis Ne 180.

Gulosi uzglabajams. Liegend aufzubewahren.

Vichy Célestine.

Patentu valdei nebija tiesibu patstavigi atcelt jau registrétu
precu zimi vai patentu. Pieméram, 1933. gada marta Paten-
tu valdé vérsas firmas “Ambroko” ipasnieks Ovejs Rabinovics,
kurs skaidroja, ka 1928. gada registréjis prec¢u zimes lietosa-
nai kosmeétiskajiem lidzekliem “Zelta sérija”, “Dhortys” un
“Samta puderis”. Tagad vin$ uzzinajis, ka kada Liepajas tir-
gotaja Ida Grinberga, kura lidz $im pirkusi vina produkciju,
atklajusi laboratoriju “Hortija Samts” un registréjusi Patentu
valdé preces nosaukumu kosmeétiskajam lidzeklim paderim
“Hortija Samta sérija”. Saistiba ar iepriekSminétas precu zi-
mes registréSanu O. Rabinovics iesniedza protestu Patentu
valde, uzskatot, ka “Grinbergas precu nozime ir sakombinéta
no manas precu nozimes vardiem, pie tam tada karta, lai mal-
dinatu pircéjus, kuriem ir gruti atskirt starp vienu un otru tai
lidzigu pre¢u nozimi” un ir parkaptas vina tiesibas un Patentu
likums. Taja pasa laika O. Rabinovi¢s noradija, ka “acimre-
dzot Grinbergas precu nozimju registrésana ir uzskatama par
parpratumu”, un uzsvéra, ka taja nesaskata Patentu valdes ap-
zinatu parkapumu, bet aicina I. Grinbergai registréto precu
zimi ‘atzit par nederigu” ¥’

Atbildot O. Rabinovi¢am, Patentu valde noradija, ka tai
nav tiesibu izpildit vina lagumu, un skaidroja: “Ja péc Jisu
ieskata $i nozime ir parak lidziga Jiisu lietotam nozimem, tad

127 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr,, 6459. L, b.p.

Figure 21.

The trademark “Valetudo” with a drawing of star intended for the use
of artificial mineral water was registered by Liepaja based company
“S. B. Brenner” on 26 August 1925, but it was cancelled due to non-
payment of fees on 16 January 1927.

LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 11, 243

nenomaksasanu, dzésta. LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6455. 1, 11., 243. Ip.

(See Fig. 21). The decision to cancel the trademark was irre-
versible in those cases as well.'*

The Latvian Patent Office was not entitled to cancel a pre-
viously filed trademark or patent independently. For instance,
in March 1933, owner of the company “Ambroko” Ovejs Rab-
inovich turned to the Latvian Patent Office, explaining that he
registered the trademarks for cosmetic products “Zelta serija”
(Golden series), “Dhortys”, and “Samta piuderis” (Velvet pow-
der) in 1928. Then he learned that Liepaja-based merchant
Ida Grinberga, who had bought his products up to now, had
opened her laboratory “Hortija Samts” (Hortie’s Velvet) and
registered the name of the cosmetic product, powder “Hortija
Samta serija” (Hortie’s Velvet Line) at the Latvian Patent Office.
In connection with the registration of the above-mentioned
trademark, O. Rabinovich submitted an objection to the Latvi-
an Patent Office considering that “the trademark of Grinberga
has been combined from the words of my trademark in such a
way as to mislead buyers who find it difficult to distinguish be-
tween the one and the other trademark” and violated his rights
and the Patent Law. At the same time, O. Rabinovich pointed
out, “The filing of Grinberga’s trademark obviously must be a
misunderstanding”. He emphasised that he did not detect any
deliberate violation by the Latvian Patent Office, but he called
on “invalidating” the trademark granted to I. Grinberga.'”’

126 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6461, b.p.
127 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.



Jums atliek tikai panakt tiesas cela minétas precu nozimes
dzésanu'*®

128 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6459. L, b.p.

When replying to O. Rabinovich, the Latvian Patent Office
indicated that it was not entitled to comply with his request
and explained, “If you find that the trademark concerned is too
similar to the trademarks you use, all you need is take a legal
action to court to cancel the trademarks mentioned above.™*

128 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.
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Patentu valdé starpkaru posma pastavigi nodarbinaja di-
vas lidz Cetras personas, kas bija mazakais darbinieku skaits
no visam Rapniecibas un tirdzniecibas departamenta paklau-
tiba esosajam iestadém. Darbinieku mainiba Patentu valdé
bija zema, mainoties tikai apkalpojo$ajam personalam un
islaicigi piesaistitajiem darbiniekiem, bet vados$ajos amatos
stradajosie visu starpkaru posmu palika nemainigi.

Patentu valdei uzsakot darbu, par tas priek$nieku finansu
ministrs iecéla inzenieri-tehnologu Jani Aleksandru Puricu
(ar1 Puarics, sk. 22. att.). J. Purics dzimis 1880. gada 6. aprili
Jaundubultos. Pirma pasaules kara laika devies béglu gaitas
uz Krieviju, bet 1920. gada vasara atgriezies Latvija. Patentu
valdes priek$nieka un Patentu komitejas priek§sédétaja amatu
J. Purics ienéma kops$ iestades dibinasanas lidz Otrajam pa-
saules karam, to turpinot ari vacu un padomju okupacijas lai-
ka. Par savu darbu valsts dienesta 1930. gada tika apbalvots ar
ceturtas Skiras Triju Zvaigznu ordeni.'”

Zinams, ka par darbu 1921. gada 1.-15. februari Paten-
tu valdes priek$nieks J. Purics sanémis 936 rublus. No tiem
700 rubli bija pamata alga, 156 rubli gimenes pabalsts (par
vienu gimenes locekli — sievu) un 430 rubli dardzibas pie-
maksa. Salidzinajumam - tadu pasu algu - 936 rublus sanéma
arl Méru un svaru valdes priek$nieks matematikis Péteris
Kadikis (1857-1923).1%

1922. gada augusta Tirdzniecibas un riipniecibas departa-
ments zinoja Finan$u ministrijai, ka departamentam padoto
iestazu prieksnieki, tatad ari J. Purics, “nekadas algotas blakus

The Latvian Patent Office regularly employed two to four
individuals in the interwar period, which was the smallest
number of employees among all the authorities subordinat-
ed to the Industry and Commerce Department. The turnover
of the employees in the Latvian Patent Office was low with
only the maintenance staff and the short-term engaged team
changing, whereas the leading positions remained unchanged
throughout the interwar period.

When the Latvian Patent Office was established, the Min-
ister of Finance appointed Engineering Technologist Janis Al-
eksandrs Purics (See Fig. 22) as the Head of the Latvian Pat-
ent Office. J. Purics was born in Jaundubulti on 6 April 1880.
During the First World War, he fled to Russia as a refugee
and returned to Latvia in the summer of 1920. J. Purics held
the position of the Head of the Latvian Patent Office and the
Chairperson of the Patent Committee from the foundation of
the Latvian Patent Office to the Second World War, and he
continued to lead the Latvian Patent Office during the Nazi
and the Soviet occupations. He died in 1954. For his accom-
plishments at the civil service, he was awarded the Order of
the Three Stars, class four, in 1930.'*

It is known that for his work from 1 to 15 February 1921,
Head of the Latvian Patent Office Janis Purics received
936 roubles consisting of a basic salary of 700 roubles, a fami-
ly allowance of 156 roubles (for one family member, his wife),
and a cost-of-living allowance of 430 roubles. For comparison
purposes, Mathematician Peteris Kadikis (1857-1923) hold-
ing the office of the Head of the Board of Measures and Scales,
received the same salary of 936 roubles.'*
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22. attels

Patentu valdes prieksnieka Jana
Aleksandra Purica (1880-1954)
1920. gada 15. jalija Jarmala izdotas
Latvijas Republikas pases foto.
LVVA, 299. f, 15. apr., 29940. .

Figure 22.

Photo of Head of the Latvian Patent
Office Janis Aleksandrs Purics
(1880-1954) from the passport of
the Republic of Latvia issued in
Jurmala on 15 July 1920. LSHA,
stock 2996, entry 15, file 29940

vietas neienem”.*' Patentu valde J. Puricam bija vienigais ie-
nakumu avots. Turklat jamin, ka darbs $aja iestadé gan dar-
bibas sakuma, gan vélak aiznéma ievérojamu dalu vina laika.
Par to liecina fakts, ka 1932. gada J. Puricam pienacas 23 atva-
linajuma dienas, bet “darba apstaklu de]” vin$ izmantoja tikai
devinas no tam.'*

Lielu dalu sava muza Patentu valdei veltija Zenta Eleks
(sk. 24. att.), stradajot visu starpkaru posmu. Z. Eleks dzimusi
1898. gada Césis, ieguvusi skolotajas izglitibu.'”> Darbu Pa-
tentu valdé ka darbvede®** uzsakusi driz péc tas dibinasanas.
Ar 1934. gada 1. aprili Z. Eleks ieskaitita valsts darbinieku
XII amatu kategorijas 3. pakapé, bet ar 1938. gada 1. aprili
iecelta par I skiras darbvedi ar atalgojumu péc XI amata ka-
tegorijas 1. pakapes.'*> Darbu Patentu valdé turpinajusi Otra
pasaules kara laika gan vacu, gan padomju okupacijas laika.*
1938. gada 16. novembri Z. Eleks par savu darbu tika apbalvo-
ta ar Atzinibas krusta otras pakapes goda zimi."*’

131 LVVA, 6824. f,, 3. apr,, 22.1, 215. Ip.

132 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6457. 1, b.p.

133 LVVA, 2996. £, 5. apr., 4669. .

134 Darbvede - ari lietvede.

135 LVVA, 4595.f,, 1. apr., 4. L, b.p.

136 LVVA, 4893. f,, 2. apr,, 29. 1, 1., 4. Ip.

137 Ar Atzinibas krusta goda zimi apbalvotie. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.295, 1938, 29. dec., 2. Ipp.

23. attels

Patentu valdes prieksnieka Jana Purica
1936., 1937. gada algas saraksts.
LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr, 2. 1., 99. Ip.

Figure 23.

Payroll of Head of the Latvian Patent
Office Janis Purics in 1936 and 1937.
LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 2, p. 99

In August 1922, the Department of Commerce and Indus-
try reports to the Ministry of Finance that the Heads of subor-
dinate bodies, among other things Janis Purics “did not hold any
other paid positions”."*! Thus, the salary at the Latvian Patent Of-
fice was the only source of income for J. Purics. Also, it should
be noted that the leading of this authority occupied a significant
part of his time both at the beginning of its operation and later
on. The statement above is confirmed by the fact that J. Purics
was entitled to 23 days of annual leave in 1932, but he used only
nine days from that leave due to “working conditions”."**

Zenta Eleks devoted much of her life to the Latvian Patent
Office while working there during the entire inter-war period
(See Fig. 24). Z. Eleks was born in Cesis in 1898, and she was
educated as a teacher.' She started working as a filing clerk'**
at the Latvian Patent Office shortly after its foundation. On
1 April 1934, Z. Eleks was enrolled to grade 3, position catego-
ry XII of the public servants, and then she was appointed as a
filing clerk of Class I with remuneration according to grade 1,
position category XI on 1 April 1938."% She continued working

131 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 3, file 22, p. 215
132 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6457, b.p.
133 LSHA, stock 2996, entry 5, file 4669

134 Filing clerk, also secretary.

135 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 4, b.p.



24, attéls.

Zentas Eleks (1898-?) 1919. gada
15. decembri Riga izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 2996. £, 5. apr., 4669. .

Figure 24.

Photo of Zenta Eleks (1898-?)
from the passport of the Republic
of Latvia issued in Riga on

15 December 1919.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 5, file 4669

1931. gada darba apstiprinaja ari divus apkalpotajus: ve-
cako kurjeru Davidu Mezuli un laboratorijas stradnieku Er-
nestu Egliti.'*® Patentu valde apstiprinaja, ka $aja laika ‘dienes-
ta lidz turpmakam rikojumam atvalindti un rezerve ieskaititi
virsnieki, sanitarvirsnieki un kara ierédni nestav”.'*

1933. gada aprili Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departa-
ments Patentu valdei piekomandéja departamenta nodarbi-
nato inteligento bezdarbnieci'® Emiliju Zeltinu, bet ta pasa
gada maija departamenta vadiba izteica vélmi E. Zeltinu no
Patentu valdes atsaukt. Atbildot uz to, Patentu valde iesniedza
rakstu, kura teikts: “Ta ka Emilija Zeltina ar Patentu valdes
darbu jau paspéjusi labi iepazities un savus pienakumus veic
visai apzinigi, liidzu jiis atstat vinu ka inteligento bezdarbnieci
Patentu valdes riciba dazadu lietu kartoSanai vel daZus mene-
Sus” E. Zeltinu atstaja Patentu valdes dienesta, bet darbu
péc pasas vélésanas vina atstaja 1934. gada 1. aprili.'*

1934. gada decembri Patentu valdé ka briva liguma dar-
binieci (arStata rezerves darbinieci) ar algu Ls 60 ménesi

138 LVVA, 4595.f,, 1. apr., 4.1, 6. Ip. 0. p., 7. Ip.

139 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 148. Ip.

140 Inteligenta bezdarbniece - persona, kura ieguvusi izglitibu, bet kurai nav pastaviga darba.
141 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6459. 1., b.p.

142 LVVA, 4595. £, 1. apr., 6461. L, b.p.
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Omear ml'ren'ros. izzinas gramatas.
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‘predu nozimju pieteiksana,
un izgadrojumu patentesana. i

Figure 25.

An excerpt from the address
book of Riga.

Jelgava, 1928. p. 83.

at the Latvian Patent Office during the Second World War,
both during the Nazi and the Soviet occupations.'*

On 16 November 1938, Z. Eleks, Filing Clerk of the Latvi-
an Patent Office of the Department of Commerce and Indus-
try, was awarded the decoration of class two of the Cross of
Recognition for her contribution.'”

In 1931, two attendants were appointed as well: Senior Cou-
rier Davids Mezulis and Laboratory Assistant Ernests Eglitis."*®
The Latvian Patent Office confirmed that during that period
“officers retired until the next order and officers reserved, military
medical officers, and military officials are not in our service”**

In April 1933, the Department of Commerce and Indus-
try attached Emilija Zeltina, an intelligent unemployed'* to
the Latvian Patent Office. In May of the same year, the man-
agement of the Department expressed the wish to withdraw
E. Zeltina from the Latvian Patent Office. In response to this,
the Latvian Patent Office submits an application stating as fol-
lows, “Since Emilija Zeltina has already become well acquaint-
ed with the work of the Latvian Patent Office and carries out

136 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 29, p. 1, 4

137 The People Awarded the Decoration of the Cross of Recognition. Valdibas Veéstnesis No 295,
29 Dec 1938, p. 2

138 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 4, p. 6 0.p., p. 7
139 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 148

140 Intelligent unemployed is an individual who has education, but does not have a permanent job.
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Figure 26.

pienéma jau ieprieks$ Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departa-
menta nodarbinato inteligento bezdarbnieci Irénu Milleri.
Vinu no dienesta pienakumu izpildi$anas péc pasas laguma
atbrivoja 1936. gada 18. augusta.'*

1938. gada 1. aprili Patentu valdé uz brivu ligumu par
kancelejas ierédni iecéla Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas depar-
tamenta ar$tata rezerves darbinieku Jani Rubeni, saglabajot
vinam lidz tam eso$o algu Ls 80 ménesl. Jau 30. aprili, J. Rube-
nis no dienesta uzdevumu pildi$anas tika atbrivots.'*

J. Rubena vietu no 1938. gada 1. maija ienéma briva ligu-
ma darbiniece Natalija Kuplais, kura sanéma algu Ls 80 mé-
nesi. 1939. gada 1. aprili N. Kuplo iecéla par Patentu valdes
IT $kiras masinrakstitaju. Patentu valdé vina turpinaja darbu
vél Otra pasaules kara laika, bet no darba atbrivota 1942. gada
9. novembri.'*®

Ar pieteikumu izskatiSanu un lémumu pienemsanu pie-
gkirt vai noraidit aizsardzibu kadam pieteiktajam izgudroju-
mam vai precu zimei nodarbojas Patentu komiteja. No pir-
majiem Patentu valdes darbibas gadiem saglabajusies vairaki

143 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 4. 1, b.p.
144 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 4.1, b.p.
145 LVVA, 4595.f,, 1. apr., 4. 1, b.p.; LVVA, 4893. f,, 2. apr,, 29.1, 1., 8. Ip.

Patentu un tehniskas komitejas sézu protokolu gramata.
Vaks un pirma lapa. LVVA, 4893. f, 2. apr., 1. L, 1. Ip.

The logbook of minutes of the Patent and Technical Committee.
The cover and the first page. LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, p. 1

her duties with all conscience, we request to keep her as an in-
telligent unemployed at the disposal of the Latvian Patent Office
for handling various matters for a few more months”'*' E. Zel-
tina stayed at the Latvian Patent Office. However, she left her
job at her own request on 1 April 1934.'%

In December 1934, Irena Millere, a well-known intelligent
unemployed engaged in the Department of Commerce and In-
dustry, was hired as a freelance contractor (a freelance employ-
ee) with a monthly salary of 60 LVL at the Latvian Patent Office.
She was dismissed on her own request on 18 August 1936.**

On 1 April 1938, Janis Rubens, a freelance employee of the
Department of Commerce and Industry, was appointed an of-
fice clerk based on independent contractor agreement at the
Latvian Patent Office, retaining his previous salary of 80 LVL
per month. Already after almost a month, i.e., on April 30,
J. Rubenis was released from his duties.!**

From 1 May 1938, Natalija Kuplais did the responsibilities
of J. Rubenis as a freelance contract employee, who received
a monthly salary of 80 LVL. On 1 April 1939, N. Kuplais was
nominated as a typist of class IT at the Latvian Patent Office. She

141 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6459, b.p.
142 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6461, b.p.
143 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 4, b.p.
144 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 4, b.p.



27. attéls

Inzenieris Vilhelms Cipste
(1881-1930). 1928. gada izdotas
Latvijas Republikas pases foto.
LVVA, 2996. £, 3. apr., 7646. .

Figure 27.

Engineer Vilhelms Cipste (1881-
1930). Photo from the passport of
the Republic of Latvia issued in
1928. LSHA, stock 2996, entry 3,
file 7646

Patentu komitejas sézu protokoli (sk. 26. att.). Pirmais no tiem
ir 1923. gada 19. decembra Patentu komitejas sédes proto-
kols Nr. 104, bet pédéjais, kurs ierakstits Zurnala — 1924. gada
24. septembra Patentu komitejas sédes protokols Nr. 139.

Patentu komitejas sédes sasauca neregulari, vadoties péc
nepiecieS$amibas. Sédés piedalijas Patentu valdes prieksséde-
tajs Janis Purics un divi locekli. Protokoli liecina, ka tie bija
inzenieri Vilhelms Cipste (30 sédés), Voldemars Snakenburgs
un Kurts Snakenburgs (14 sédés), Janis Lielbardis (11 sédés)
un Adolfs Lielauss (viena sédé).*¢

Bivinzenieris Vilhelms Cipste (ari Cipste; ari Vilis;
sk. 27. att.) darbu Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas ministrija ve-
caka inzeniera amata uzsacis 1921. gada oktobr1'¥, savukart
1923. gada septembri iecelts par Tehniskas nodalas vaditaju. Péc
pasa liiguma no valsts dienesta V. Cipste atbrivots 1927. gada
24. oktobri. V. Cipste darbojies Latvijas InZenieru biedriba un
citas nozares biedribas.

Latvijas Valsts dargmetalu un dargakmenu kvalitates
uzraudzibas sistémas un Proves valdes izveidotajs inzenie-
ris Adolfs Lielauss (ari Lielausis; sk. 28. att.) visu starpkaru

146 LVVA, 4893. £, 2. apr, 1.1, 1.-77. Ip.
147 Tecel$anas. Valdibas Véstnesis. Nr.238, 1921, 20. okt., 2. Ipp.

28. attels

InZenieris Adolfs Lielauss (1885-2).
1919. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 2996. f, 11. apr., 19908. |.

Figure 28.

Engineer Adolf Lielauss (1885-?).
Photo from the passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1919.
LSHA, stock 2996, entry 11, file 19908

continued her work in the Latvian Patent Office during the Sec-
ond World War, but she was dismissed on 9 November 1942.'4°

The Patent Committee dealt with the processing of applica-
tions and the decision-making to grant or to refuse protection
to any of the claimed inventions or trademarks. Several min-
utes of the Latvian Patent Office have survived from the first
years of operation of the Latvian Patent Office (See Fig. 26).
The first of the minutes of the Patent Committee dates back
to 19 December 1923 under number 104, but the last one re-
corded in the logbook is the minutes of the Patent Committee
meeting on 24 September 1924 under number 139.

The meetings of the Patent Committee occasionally con-
vened, as needed. Janis Purics, the Chairperson of the Lat-
vian Patent Office, and two members took part in the meet-
ing. These protocols show that they were Engineer Vilhelms
Cipste (30 sessions), Engineer Woldemar Schnakenburg, and
Kurt Schnakenburg (14 meetings), Engineer Janis Lielbardis
(11 sessions), and Adolfs Lielauss (1 meeting).'*

Building Engineer Vilhelms Cipste (See Fig. 27) started
working as a Senior Engineer at the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry in October 1921."” He was appointed Head of

145 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 4, b.p.; LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 29, p. 1, 8
146 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, pp. 1-77
147 Appointments. Valdibas Véstnesis No 238, 20 Oct 1921, p. 2
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29. attels

Inzenieris-tehnologs Kurts Karlis
Augusts Snakenburgs (1883-7).
1927. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 2996. f, 17. apr., 31184. L.

Figure 29.

Engineering Technologist Kurt Carl
August Schnakenburg (1883-?).
Photo from the passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1927.
LSHA, stock 2996, entry 17, file 31184

posmu bija Finan$u ministrijas Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas
departamenta Proves valdes prieksnieks lidz pat tas likvidaci-
jai 1940. gada.'*® Trisdesmito gadu beigas seviski aktivi darbo-
jies Patentu komiteja. A. Lielauss 1928. gada tika apbalvots ar
ceturtas Skiras Triju Zvaigznu ordeni.'*

Patentu komiteja periodiski darbojas ari fabriku inspek-
tors inzenieris-tehnologs Kurts Snakenburgs (sk. 29. att.),
1930. gada apbalvots ar ceturtas Skiras Triju Zvaigznu or-

deni'®

, un vina bralis, vélakais Daugavpils melioracijas ko-
misijas priek$sédétajs, inzenieris Voldemars Snakenburgs
(sk. 30. att.).

Patentu komiteja ka loceklis darbojies ari inZenieris-teh-
nologs Janis Lielbardis (sk. 31. att.) — Latvijas Hipotéku ban-
kas inZzenieris un tehniskas dalas riipniecibas nozares vaditajs,
dzimis 1884. gada 24. decembri Rijienas Lejasvagulos. Ma-
cibas sacis Rigas Politehniskaja instittita, bet beidzis Latvijas
Universitaté, 1921. gada iegistot inzeniera-tehnologa gradu.

148 Latvijas dargmetalu kontroles sistémas vésture [tie$saiste]. Latvijas Proves birojs [skatits 2018. g. 5.
janv.] Pieejams: http://www.prove.lv/about/history.php.

149 Ar Triju Zvaigznu ordeni apbalvotie. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.262, 1928, 17. nov., 4. Ipp.
150 Ar Triju Zvaigznu ordeni apbalvotie. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.261, 1930, 17. nov., 3. Ipp.

30. attéls

Inzenieris Voldemars Snakenburgs
(1887-?). 1920. gada izdotas
Latvijas Republikas pases foto.
LVVA, 2996. f, 17. apr., 31193. L.

Figure 30.

Engineer Woldemar Schnakenburg
(1887-7?). Photo from the passport
of the Republic of Latvia issued

in 1920.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 17, file 31193

the Technical Division in September 1923. On his own re-
quest, V. Cipste was released from the state service on 24 Oc-
tober 1927. V. Cipste was an active member of the Latvian
Association of Engineers and other industry associations.

The founder of the Latvian National Quality Monitoring
System of Precious Metals and Gemstones and the Assay Of-
fice, Engineer Adolfs Lielauss (aka Lielausis) (See Fig. 28) was
the Head of the Assay Office of the Department of Commerce
and Industry of the Ministry of Finance throughout the in-
ter-war period until its dissolution in 1940.'*® A. Lielauss has
been very actively engaged in the Patent Committee at the
end of the thirties until its liquidation in 1940. A. Lielauss was
awarded the Order of the Three Stars, Class IV, in 1928.'%°

The Industrial Inspector, Engineering Technologist
Kurt Schnakenburg (See Fig. 29) periodically sat at the Pat-
ent Committee as well, who was awarded the Order of the
Three Stars, Class IV, in 1930'®, and his brother, Engineer
Woldemar Schnakenburg, who became the Chairperson
of the Daugavpils Land Reclamation Committee later on
(See Fig. 30).

148 The History of the Latvian National Quality Monitoring System of Precious Metals [online].
Latvian Assay Office [accessed on 5 Jan 2018] Available at http://www.prove.lv/about/history.php.

149 The People Awarded with the Order of the Three Stars. Valdibas Véstnesis No 262, 17 Nov 1928, p. 4

150 The People Awarded with the Order of the Three Stars. Valdibas Vestnesis No 261, 17 Nov 1930, p. 3



31. attéls

InZenieris Janis Lielbardis (1884-7).
1923. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 2996. f, 11. apr, 19943. 1.

Figure 31.

Engineer Janis Lielbardis (1884-7?).
Photo from the passport of

the Republic of Latvia issued in
1923.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 11, file 19943

1938. gada 16. novembri J. Lielbardis tika apbalvots ar cetur-
tas $kiras Viestura ordeni.'”!

Patentu komitejas sédes tika organizétas visu starpkaru
posmu, un tajas pienéma lémumus par prec¢u zimju registraci-
ju, aizsardzibas apliecibu un patentu pieskir§anu. Pieméram,
1932.-1933. gada tika noturéta pavisam 41 Patentu komitejas
seéde,’*? 1939. gada (no 23. marta) — 28 Patentu komitejas sé-
des, bet 1940. gada, lidz Patentu komitejas darbibas izbeigsa-
nai 25. jalija - 21 séde.!s>

Pieteicéju neapmierinatibu par kadu Patentu valdes un
Patentu komitejas pienemto lémumu par aizsardzibas pie-
$kirSanu vai noraidisanu kadam izgudrojumam vai precu zi-
mei izskatija ipasi veidota Tehniska komiteja (ari komisija),
kuru veidoja dazadi tehnisko zinatnu specialisti. Tehniska
komiteja tapat ka Patentu valde darbojas Finansu ministri-
jas Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departamenta paklautiba.
Tas sastava ietilpa tris Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas depar-
tamenta iecelti pastavigie locekli, ka arl atseviskam sédém

151 Es vinu pazistu [latviesu biografiska vardnica]. Aluksne : Eraksti, 2016, 307. Ipp.; Ar Viestura
ordeni apbalvotie. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.293, 1938, 24. dec., 2. Ipp.

152 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Diena, Nr.41, 1992, 5. marts, 2. Ipp.
153 LVVA, 4893.f,, 2. apr., 2. 1.

Engineering Technologist Janis Lielbardis was also a mem-
ber in the Patent Committee (See Fig. 31), who was Engineer
of the Latvian Mortgage Bank and Head of the Industrial Sec-
tor of the Technical Division. He was born in farm Lejasvaguli
of Rujiena District on 24 December 1884. He began studying
at the Riga Polytechnic Institute, but he graduated from the
University of Latvia with a degree in engineering and technol-
ogy in 1921. J. Lielbardis was awarded the Order of Viesturs,
Class IV, on 16 November 1938.15

The Patent Committee convened its meetings throughout
the inter-war period, and they took decisions on the filing of
trademarks, granting the certificates of protection, and the
granting of patents. For example, there were 41 meetings of
the Patent Committee held in 1932 and 1933'% and there
were 28 meetings of the Patent Committee held in 1939 (from
March 23), but there were 21 meetings organised until the ter-
mination of the Patent Committee on 25 July 1940.'%*

A specially created Technical Committee (aka Commis-
sion) reviewed applicants’ dissatisfaction with any decision of
the Latvian Patent Office and the Patent Committee regarding

151 I Know Him [Latvian Biographic Dictionary]. Aluksne: Eraksti, 2016, p. 307; The People Awarded
with the Order of Viesturs. Valdibas Veéstnesis No 293, 24 Dec 1938, p. 2

152 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Daily Newspaper Diena No 41, 5 March 1992, p. 2

153 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 2
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32. attels

InZenieris Otto Vérleins (1885-7).
1927. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 299. f,, 20. apr., 13556. L

Figure 32.

Engineer Otto Wehrlein (1885-?).
Photo from the passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1927.
LSHA, stock 2996, entry 20, file 13556

pieaicinati specialisti, kuriem sédé pieskirta “padomdeveéja
balstiesiba”.">*

Tehniskas komitejas priek§sédétaju ievéléja komitejas lo-
cekli atklata balsojuma. Pirmais Tehniskas komitejas prieks-
seédétajs bija vacu tautibas inZenieris-tehnologs Otto Vérleins
(ar Oto Verleins; sk. 32. att.), kur$ lidz 1939. gada nogalei
ienéma inspektora amatu Tirdzniecibas un rupniecibas de-
partamenta. 1933. gada O. Vérleins tika apbalvots ar piektas
skiras Triju Zvaigznu ordeni.'”

O. Veérleinu Tehniskas komitejas priek§sédétaja amata
1925. gada nomainija Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas depar-
tamenta rapniecibas inspektors inZenieris-tehnologs Juris
Steinbergs (sk. 33. att.), kur$ darbojas gan Tehniskas komite-
jas, gan Patentu komitejas sastava. Par savu darbu 1935. gada
tika apbalvots ar ceturtas $kiras Triju Zvaigznu ordeni.'

Vélak J. Steinberga vieta par Tehniskas komitejas priekssé-
deétaju ievéléja inzenieri-tehnologu Karli Mezaku (sk. 34. att.) -
ilggadéjo Méru un svaru valdes prieksnieku.

Tehniskaja komiteja ilglaicigi darbojas arl Finansu
ministrijas elektribas uznémumu inspektors, inzenieris,

154 Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu izdosanas kartibu. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.294, 1921., 29. dec., 1. Ipp.

33. attéls

InZenieris Juris Steinbergs (1886-?).
1922. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 299. f, 17. apr., 43757. L.

Figure 33.

Engineer Juris Steinberg (1886-?).
Photo from the passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1922.
LSHA, stock 2996, entry 17, file 43757

the granting or rejecting the protection for an invention or a
trademark. The Technical Committee consisted of various ex-
perts of technical sciences and, similarly to the Latvian Patent
Office, operated under the Department of Commerce and In-
dustry of the Ministry of Finance, receiving salaries from the
Ministry of Finance. The Committee included three perma-
nent members appointed by the Department of Commerce
and Industry, as well as experts invited to individual meetings,
who were given “deliberative rights” during the sessions.'**

The members of the Technical Committee elected a Chair-
person of the Technical Committee by open vote. The first
Chairperson thereof was Engineering Technologist Otto
Wehrlein (aka Oto Verleins) of German origin (See Fig. 32).
O. Wehrlein served as Inspector at the Department of Com-
merce and Industry permanently until the end of 1939. Be-
fore leaving the Department of Commerce and Industry, Otto
Wehrlein served as a Member or a Chairperson on the Techni-
cal Committee. In 1933, O. Wehrlein was awarded the Order of
the Three Stars, Class V.'**

154 Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure for the Issuance of the Certificates of Protection
of Inventions, Models, and Trademarks and Patents. Valdibas Véstnesis No 294, 29 Dec 1921, p. 1

155 Dismissed Inspectors. Briva Zeme No 259, 14 Nov 1939, p. 11; Personal List No 4. Valdibas Vest-
nesis No 254, 14 Nov 1939, p. 15; The People Awarded with the Order of the Three Stars. Valdibas
Veéstnesis No 260, 17 Nov 1933, p. 7



34. attels

InZzenieris Karlis Mezaks (1861-7?).
1923. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 299. f, 12. apr., 18141. 1.

Figure 34.

Engineer Karlis Mezaks (1861-?).
Photo from the passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1923.
LSHA, stock 2996, entry 12, file 18141

elektrotehnikis Karlis Vejins (sk. 35. att.), kuru 1935. gada ie-
véléja K. Mezaka vieta par komitejas priek§sédétaju. Ieprieks
K. Vgjins stradaja Rapniecibas departamenta par elektribas
uznémumu inspektoru, ka ari aktivi darbojas vairakas Vacijas
fabrikas ka konstruktors tehnologs."*’

Savukart no 1935. gada komiteja darbojas Finansu minis-
trijas Rupniecibas nodalas darbinieks inZenieris J. Ozolins.!*®
Par citiem Tehniskas komitejas locekliem zinu nav.

Komitejas sédés vienlaikus piedalijas Tehniskas komitejas
priekssédétajs un divi locekli, ka arl pieaicinatie lietpratéji,
specialisti un citas personas, pieméram, sudzibu iesniedzéji
vai firmu parstavji. Sédé izskatija lidz septiniem jautajumiem
(sudzibam) un katru sédi protokoléja (sk. 36. att.).

Sédes sasauca péc nepieciesamibas. Laika no 1925. gada
junija lidz 1939. gada janijam Tehniska komiteja noturéja pa-
visam 41 sédi. Lielakais sézu daudzums - astonas sédes - tika

157 LVVA, 4893.f, 2. apr. 1. 1, 150. Ip. o. p.; Es vinu pazistu [latviesu biografiska vardnica]. Alaksne :
Eraksti, 2016, 519. Ipp.

158 LVVA, 4893. f, 2. apr. 1. 1, 150. Ip. o. p.; Es vinu pazistu [latvie$u biografiska vardnica]. Aliksne :
Eraksti, 2016, 519. Ipp.

35. attels

Inzenieris Karlis Vejins (1885-?).
1921. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 299. f, 20. apr., 11941. 1.

Figure 35.

Engineer Karlis Vejins (1885-%).
Photo from the passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1921.
LSHA, stock 2996, entry 20, file 11941

In 1925, Engineering Technologist Juris Steinberg (See
Fig. 33), who was an Industrial Inspector at the Department of
Commerce and Industry, replaced Otto Wehrlein as the Chair-
person, who had been a Member of the Technical Committee
until then, and then he was a Member of the Patent Committee
in the 1930s. He was awarded the Order of the Three Stars,
Class IV, for his contribution in 1935.1%¢

Engineering Technologist Karlis Mezaks (See Fig. 34), the
long-term Chairperson of the Board of Measures and Scales,
was elected a Chairperson of the Technical Committee suc-
ceeding J. Steinberg.

Engineer and Electrical Engineer Karlis Vejins (See Fig. 35)
sat on the Technical Committee for a long time, who was elect-
ed as Chairperson of the Committee following K. Mezaks in
1935. K. Vejins worked as an inspector of electrical companies
at the Department of Industry of the Ministry of Finance, and
he also was actively engaged as a designing engineer in several
German factories."”

156 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, p. 94; I Know Him [Latvian Biographic Dictionary]. Aluksne:
Eraksti, 2016, p. 478

157 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, p. 150 o.p.; I Know Him [Latvian Biographic Dictionary]. Aluk-
sne: Eraksti, 2016, p. 519
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36. attels
Tehniskas komitejas 1931. gada 16. janija sédes protokols.
LVVA, 4893. f, 2. apr., 1. 1. 127. 0. p.-129. Ip.

noturétas 1929. gada. Pédéja Tehniskas komitejas séde tika
noturéta 1940. gada 1. junija.'”

Patentu valdes darbinieki Tehniskas komitejas sastava ne-
tika ieklauti, bet ka lietpratéjs vai “paskaidrojumu sniegSanai”
sédeés tika pieaicinats tas prieks$nieks Janis Purics. No 41 zina-
mas sédes J. Purics piedalijas 37.¢°

Ne mazak nozimigi nozares darba bija patentpilnvarnieki
jeb patentu lietpratéji. Tas bija personas, kuras, nebiidamas
nodarbinatas Patentu valdeé vai ar to saistitajas institticijas, labi
orientéjas nozares politika. Latvijas un arvalstu uznémumi

159 Tehniskas komitejas sédes notika 1925. gada 19. junija, 1926. gada 29. marta un 14. augusta, 1927.
gada 5. februari, 9. septembri, 7. novembri, 1928. gada 2. junija divas sédes, 24. septembri, 29.
oktobri, 26. novembri un 17. decembri, 1929. gada 28. janvari, 4. marta, 25. marta, 6. maija, 17.
julija, 14. oktobri, 28. oktobri un 16. decembri, 1930. gada 27. janvari, 3. marta, 11. janija un 18.
julija, 1931. gada 12. janvari, 16. janija, 15. jalija, 19. augusta un 28. decembri, 1932. gada 21.
septembri, 1933. gada 20. septembri un 15. novembri, 1934. gada 17. janvari, 13. marta un 24.
oktobri, 1935. gada 15. aprili un 13. novembri, 1937. gada 14. maija un 6. jalija un 1939. gada 10.

160 LVVA, 4893.f, 2. apr. 1.1, 77.-156. Ip.
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Figure 36.

Minutes of the meeting of the Technical Committee dated 16 June 1931.
LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, pp. 127 0.p.-129

In his turn, Engineer Ozolins'*, an employee of the Divi-
sion of Industry of the Ministry of Finance, was a member of
the Committee since 1935. There are no data on other mem-
bers of the Technical Committee.

At any meeting of the Technical Committee, its Chairper-
son and two members participated simultaneously, as well as
invited experts, specialists, and other invited parties, such as
complainants or representatives of companies. The session
considered one to seven issues (complaints) and recorded
each meeting (See Fig. 36).

Meetings of the Committee convened as needed. Between
June 1925 and June 1939, the Technical Committee held
41 meetings in total. The most substantial number of ses-
sions, that is, eight meetings of the Technical Committee were

158 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, p. 150 o.p.; I Know Him [Latvian Biographic Dictionary]. Aluk-
sne: Eraksti, 2016, p. 519



un fiziskas personas vinus biezi izraudzijas ka savu interesu
parstavjus.'®!

Arzemju uznémumi, izgudrotaji un citas fiziskas vai juri-
diskas personas Latvija varéja iesniegt pieprasijjumu izgudro-
juma vai precu zimes aizsardzibai tikai caur Latvija dzivojosu
pilnvaroto personu. Patentu valde nereti sanéma lagumus no
Latvijas un arzemju uznémumiem, ka ari Latvijas valsts iesta-
dém ieteikt patentpilnvarniekus. Pieméram, 1931. gada $adus
ekspertus Patentu valdei noradit ladza Rigas pilsétas XIV ie-
cirkna miertiesnesis, lai risinatu ar patentu jautajumiem sais-
titas tiesvedibas lietas.'®?

1931. gada Patentu valde skaidroja: “Latvija vel nepastav ta
saucamais registréto patenta aizstavju institits, ka daZas citas
valstis, bet ka Sadu aizstavju uzdevumus pie mums veic priva-
tas personas.™® Lai gan starpkaru posma Patentu valdé ienaca
lagumi no dazadam personam, kas darbojas ka pilnvarnieki,
oficiali Patentu valde rekomendéja tikai dazas personas.'**

Viens no viniem bija Latvijas Universitates Inzenierzinat-
nu fakultates profesors, inZenierzinatnu doktors, buvinzenie-
ris Eduards Aleksandrs Johans Veiss (sk. 37. att.), kur$ ka pa-
tentpilnvarnieks aktivi darbojas visu starpkaru posmu. Ipasi
aktivu darbibu $aja joma E. Veiss izvérsa jau Patentu valdes
darbibas sakuma. Par to liecina apstaklis, ka no 1923. gada de-
cembra lidz 1924. gada septembrim Patentu komiteja izskatija
354 arzemju uzpémumu iesniegtus precu nozimju registrésa-
nas pieprasijumus, kurus iesniedza 15 pilnvarnieki. No tiem
visvairak pieteikumu (209) iesniedza E. Veiss. 1939. gada Ed-
uards Veiss parcélas uz Vaciju, bet 1945. gada - uz Zviedriju,
kur 1966. gada mira.'®

Patentu valde ka pilnvarnieku noradija Alfrédu Puricu
(ari Purits, Parics, Parits; sk. 38. att.), kur$ plasak sabiedriba

161 Vacu val. Patentanwalte — patentu juristi.; LVVA, 4595. f., 1. apr., 6455. 1. 436. Ip.
162 LVVA, 4595.£,, 1. apr., 6456. 1. b.p.

163 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6455. 1. 436. Ip.

164 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6454. 1. b.p,; LV VA, 4595. f., 1. apr., 6455. 1, 435., 436. Ip.
165 Veco zinatnieku rindas klast retakas. Latvija, Nr.5, 1966, 5.febr., 7.1pp.

convened in 1929. The last meeting of the Technical Commit-
tee was held on 1 June 1940.'°

None employee of the Latvian Patent Office was sitting on
the Technical Committee except Head of the Latvian Patent
Office Janis Purics, who was invited as an expert or “for pro-
viding explanations” at the meetings. J. Purics did not partic-
ipate in only four meetings out of the 41 known meetings.'

Patent attorneys or patent experts also played a significant
role in the development of the sector. These were individuals,
who were not employed by the Latvian Patent Office or its af-
filiated institutions and who were very competent in sectoral
politics. Thus foreign and Latvian companies and individuals
chose them as representatives of their interests or attorneys
frequently.'®!

An important prerequisite for the successful operation of
patent attorneys was the fact that foreign companies, inventors,
and other foreign individuals or legal entities could submit a
request for the protection of an invention or a trademark in
Latvia only through an authorised person residing in Latvia.
The Latvian Patent Office often received requests from Latvian
companies, foreign companies, and Latvian state authorities to
recommend patent attorneys. For example, a magistrate from
District XIV of the Riga City requested the Latvian Patent Of-
fice to point at such experts to settle patent-related litigation
cases in 1931.'%

In 1931, the Latvian Patent Office explained crowned with
rue, “Unfortunately, the so-called Institution of Registered Pat-
ent Attorneys does not exist yet in Latvia like in some other
countries, but individuals accomplish the mission of such patent
attorneys here.”' Although between the wars, The Latvian

159 The Technical Committee met on 19 June 1925, 29 March 1926, 14 Aug 1926, 5 Feb 1927, 9 Sep
1927, 7 Nov 1927, two meetings on 2 June 1928, 24 Sep 1928, 29 Oct 1928, 26 Nov 1928, 17 Dec
1928, 28 Jan 1929, 4 March 1929, 25 March 1929, 6 May 1929, 17 July 1929, 14 Oct 1929, 28 Oct
1929, 16 Dec 1929, 27 Jan 1930, 3 March 1930, 11 June 1930, 18 July 1930, 12 Jan 1931, 16 June
1931, 15 July 1931, 19 Aug 1931, 28 Dec 1931, 21 Sep 1932, 20 Sep 1933, 15 Nov 1933, 17 Jan 1934,
13 March 1934, 24 Oct 1934, 15 Apr 1935, 13 Nov 1935, 14 May 1937, 6 July 1937, 10 May 1939,
and 1 June 1939; LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, pp. 77-156

160 LSHA, stock 4893, entry 2, file 1, pp. 77-156

161 Patentanwalte in German means patent lawyers; LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 436

162 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6456 b.p.

163 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 436
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37. attels

Eduards Veiss (1886-1966).
1932. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas arzemju pases foto.
LVVA, 3234. f, 33. apr., 39522. .

Figure 37.

Eduard Weiss (1886-1966). Photo
from his travelling passport of the
Republic of Latvia issued in 1932.
LSHA, stock 3234, entry 33, file 39522

39. attels

Inzenieris Karlis Hercbergs
(1857-1936). 1919. gada izdotas
Latvijas Republikas pases foto.
LVVA, 299. f, 7. apr., 13134. 1.

Figure 39.

Engineer Carl Herzberg (1857-
1936). Photo from the passport of
the Republic of Latvia issued in
1919.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 7, file 13134

38. attéls

Alfréds Purits (Purics; 1878-1936).
1927. gada izdotas Latvijas
Republikas pases foto.

LVVA, 2996. f., 15. apr., 30938. 1.

Figure 38.

Alfreds Purits (aka Purics;
1878-1936). Photo from the
passport of the Republic of Latvia
issued in 1927.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 15, file 30938

40. attels

Tehnikis Jékabs Pilsatnieks
(1880-7?). 1919. gada izdotas
Latvijas Republikas pases foto.
LVVA, 2996. f, 15. apr., 14516. 1.

Figure 40.

Technician Jekabs Pilsatnieks
(1880-7?). Photo from the passport
of the Republic of Latvia issued

in 1919.

LSHA, stock 2996, entry 15, file 14516



bija pazistams ka makslinieks, Latvijas Makslas akadémijas
bibliotekars un Zurnala “Svari” redaktors.'®® Ka pilnvarnieki
tika minéti ari inZenieris Karlis Hercbergs (sk. 39. att.) un
tehnikis Jekabs Pilsatnieks (sk. 40. att.), ka ari Janis Stalbovs,
Karlis Purns, Georgs Rizenkampfs, Maksis Briskorns, Ed. Og-
rin$ u.c.'’

166 Es vinu pazistu [latvieSu biografiska vardnica]. Aluksne : Eraksti, 2016, 395. Ipp.
167 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 435. Ip.

Patent Office received requests from various individuals act-
ing as patent attorneys, the Latvian Patent Office recommend-
ed only a few people officially.'**

Among them, Professor of the Faculty of Engineering of
the University of Latvia, Doctor of Engineering, Building En-
gineer Eduard Alexander Johann Weiss (See Fig. 37) can be
mentioned. E. Weiss acted as a patent attorney throughout the
inter-war period, and he was particularly active in this sector
just after the establishment of the Latvian Patent Office. This is
evidenced by the fact that from December 1923 to September
1924, the Latvian Patent Office examined 354 applications for
filing a trademark drafted by foreign companies submitted by
15 patent attorneys. Eduard Weiss had presented the majority
of those applications (209). Eduard Weiss moved to Germany
in 1939 and to Sweden in 1945. He died in Sweden in 1966.'*

The Latvian Patent Office pointed out to Alfreds Purics
(aka Purits, see Fig. 38) as a patent attorney, whom the public
knew as an artist, the librarian of the Latvian Academy of Arts,
and editor of the periodical “Svari” (Scales) more.'*

Engineer Carl Herzberg (See Fig. 39) and Technician Jek-
abs Pilsatnieks (See Fig. 40) were also mentioned as power at-
torneys, as well as Janis Stalbovs, Karlis Purns, Georgs Rizen-
kampfs, Maksis Briskorns, Ed. Ogrins etc. ¢

164 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6454, b.p.; LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 435, 436
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Péc Latvijas Republikas dibinasanas, lai atjaunotu un uz-
raudzitu sagrauto rapniecibu, jau 1918. gada beigas Latvijas Pa-
gaidu valdiba Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas ministrijas paklau-
tiba dibinaja Rapniecibas departamentu (sk. 41., 42. att.), kura
sastava ietilpa Patentu valde. Lielinieku uzbrukuma dé] Rap-
niecibas departamenta darbibu partrauca, un to atjaunoja tikai
1919. gada julija. Tirdzniecibas un ritpniecibas ministriju lik-
vidéja 1921. gada 19. jalija, lidz tam tas paklautiba esoSos Jur-
niecibas, Muitas, Tirdzniecibas un ripniecibas departamentus
nododot Finan$u ministrijas paklautiba (sk. 43. att.).'

Kad Finans$u ministrija 1918. gada nogalé uzsaka darbu,
par tas svarigako uzdevumu kluva lidzeklu iegisana jaundi-
binatajai valstij. Ministrijas darbibas izvér§anu partrauca sa-
springta militara un politiska situacija teritorija - lielinieku
uzbrukums, 16. aprila puds Liepaja u.c. Tikai péc militaras
situacijas stabilizé$anas 1919. gada vasara ministrija varéja
uzsakt mérktiecigu un aktivu darbibu.'®® 1921. gada marta
beigas finandu ministrs rakstija, ka “zemei draud saimniecisks
sabrukums”, un aicinaja pacelt darba razigumu.'”

1927. gada 1. februari Finans$u ministrijas paklautiba eso-
$o Rapniecibas departamentu, nodibinoties Valsts saimnie-
cibas departamentam, pardévéja par Rupniecibas nodalu.'”*
Savukart 1930. gada 29. marta Ministru kabineta [émums un
1930. gada 24. aprila finanSu ministra pavéle Nr. 1 noteica,
ka, sakot ar 1930. gada 1. aprili, Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas
nodala, Proves valde, Méru un svaru valde un Patentu val-
de tiek ieklautas Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departamenta.

171 Finan¢u ministrijas 10 gadu darbibas parskats. Ekonomists, Nr.22, 1928, 15. nov., 892. Ipp.

After the establishment of the Republic of Latvia, aiming
at restoration and monitoring of the destructed industry, the
Latvian Provisional Government established the Department
of Industry under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry al-
ready at the end of 1918 (See Fig. 41, 42), which included the
Latvian Patent Office. Due to the invasion of the Bolsheviks,
the Department of Industry ceased operations and renewed
it in July 1919. The Ministry of Commerce and Industry was
removed on 19 July 1921 with the Departments of Navigation,
Customs, and Commerce and Industry being transferred un-
der the leadership of the Ministry of Finance (See Fig. 43).'®

When the Ministry of Finance began working at the end of
1918, the acquisition of funds for the newly established country
became its most important task. The expansion of the minis-
try’s activity was stopped by the uptight military and political
situation in the region, the attack of the Bolsheviks, putsch in
Liepaja on April 16, and so on. Only after the military situa-
tion stabilised in the summer of 1919, the Ministry was able
to engage in targeted and active operations.' At the end of
March 1921, the Minister of Finance wrote, “economic collapse
jeopardises the country”. Therefore he called for improvement of
labour productivity.'”

On 1 February 1927, when the Department of State Econ-
omy was founded, the Department of Industry under the Min-
istry of Finance was renamed the Division of Industry.” In
its turn, the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of 29 March
1930 and Order No 1 of the Minister of Finance of 24 April
1930 stipulated that the Division of Commerce and Industry,
the Assay Office, the Board of Measures and Scales, and the
Latvian Patent Office would be merged into the Department of
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Izmainas iestazu, t.sk. Patentu valdes, darbiba $is instituciona-
las parmainas neradija.'”

20. gs. 30. gados Finan$u ministrija sastavéja no:

1) Valsts saimniecibas departamenta;

2) Nodoklu departamenta;

3) Muitas departamenta;

4) Tirdzniecibas un riapniecibas departamenta;

5) Jarniecibas departamenta;

6) Juriskonsultacijas;

7) Sekretariata.'”

Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departamenta uzdevums
bija parzinat iek$éjas un aréjas tirdzniecibas, riipniecibas un
amatniecibas lietas, ka ar1 $o saimniecisko nozaru likumdosa-
nu un politiku. Departamentu vadija direktors un divi vinpam
paklauti vicedirektori.'’* Departamenta sastava bija:

172 LVVA, 4595. f,, 1. apr., 4.1, 3. 1p.

173 LVVA, 6824. f, 1. apr., 1.1, 143. Ipp.; Finansu ministrijas iekarta. Riga : Finansu ministrijas izde-
vums, 1937. 16 Ipp.

174 LVVA, 6824.f, 1. apr., 1.1, 77. Ipp.

175 Rapniecibas departaments : [Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas ministrijas Rapniecibas departamenta
darbinieku fotogr.] // Jauna Nedéla, Nr.38, 1926, 12. nov., 9. Ipp.

41. attels

Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas ministrijas Rapniecibas departamenta
shéma, 1920. gada maijs. Ar izdaritu labojumu par Patentu valdes
dibinasanas laiku. LVVA, 6824. f, 3. apr., 100. L, 30. Ip.

Figure 41.

The organisational chart of the Department of Industry of the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, May 1920, including a correction made as
regards the date of the foundation of the Latvian Patent Office.

LSHA, stock 6824, entry 3, file 100, p. 30

Commerce and Industry starting from 1 April 1930. Neverthe-
less, those institutional changes did not trigger any changes in
the functioning of the abovementioned authorities, including
the Latvian Patent Office.'”

In the 1930s, the Ministry of Finance consisted of:

1) Department of State Economy;

2) Taxation Department;

3) Customs Department;

4) Department of Commerce and Industry;

5) Maritime Department;

6) Legal counselling;

7) Secretariat.'”
The mission of the Department of Commerce and Industry
was to manage the matters of internal and external trade, in-
dustries, and crafts, as well as legislation and policies of those
economic sectors. The Department was headed by a director
and two vice directors subordinated to him."”* The Depart-
ment was composed of the following:

172 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 4, p. 3

173 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 1, file 1, p. 143; Structure of the Ministry of Finance. Riga: Publication of
the Ministry of Finance, 1937, p. 16

174 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 1, file 1, p. 77

175 The Department of Industry: [Photo of the employees of the Department of Industry of the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry] // Jauna Nedéla (New Week) No 38, 12 Nov 1926, p. 9



42. attels

Rupniecibas departaments. 1926. gada 12. novembris.

1. rinda no kreisas: 1. Patentu valdes prieksnieks inZenieris J. Purics, 2. Fabriku inspektors inZenieris-tehnologs K. Snakenburgs, 3. Tehniskas nodalas vaditajs
bavinZenieris V. Cipste, 4. Méru un svaru valdes priekénieks inZenieris-tehnologs K. Mezaks, 5. Ripniecibas departamenta direktors inZenieris J. Vagels,
6. Inspekcijas nodalas vaditajs inZenieris-tehnologs J. Steinbergs, 7. L. Abolina, 8. A. Piginskij, 9. Patentu valdes darbvede Z. Eleks. 2. rinda no kreisas: 1. Fabriku
inspektors inzenieris-tehnologs O. Vérleins, 2. Vecakais gramatvedis K. Steinhardts, 3. Méru un svaru valdes darbvedis P. Kuzis, 4.-7. Méru un svaru valdes tehniki
K. Liepins, A. Graumans, V. Bic¢ichins, K. Stilbe, 8. Proves valdes provétajs J. Naike, 9. Tvaika katlu uzraudzibas tehnikis J. Lukins. 3. rinda no kreisas: 1. Elektribas
uznémumu inspektors inzenieris K. V&jins, 2. Inzenieris R. Salnins, 3. InZeniera vietas izpilditajs E. Ratenfelds, 4.-5. Méru un svaru valdes tehniki E. Strautmans,
J. Irbens, 6.-7. Inspekcijas nodalas darbvezi A. Liss, ]. Butte, 8.-9. Proves valdes provétaju paligi T. Ciruls, A. Bérzins, 10. Vecakais kurjers D. Mezulis 7

Figure 42.

The Department of Industry on 12 November 1926.

The first row from the left: 1. Head of the Latvian Patent Office, Engineer J. Purics, 2. Inspector of Factories, Engineering Technologist K. Schnakenburg, 3. Head of
Technical Division, Building Engineer V. Cipste, 4. Head of the Board of Measures and Scales, Engineering Technologist K. Mezaks, 5. Director of the Department
of Industry, Engineer J. Vagels, 6. Head of the Inspectorate, Engineering Technologist ]. Steinberg, 7. L. Abolina, 8. A. Piszinski, 9. Z. Eleks, Filing Clerk of the
Latvian Patent Office. The second row from the left: 1. Inspector of Factories, Engineering Technologist O. Wehrlein, 2. Senior Accountant K. Steinhardt, 3. P. Ku-
zis, Filing Clerk of the Board of Measures and Scales, 4.-7. Technicians on the Board of Measures and Scales: K. Liepins, A. Graumann, V. Bichikhin, K. Stilbe,
8.J. Naike, Hallmarker of the Assay Office, 9. Steam Boiler Surveillance Technician J. Lukins. The third row from the left: 1. Inspector of Electrical Companies,
Engineer K. Vejins, 2. Engineer R. Salnins, 3. Acting Engineer E. Ruhtenfeld, 4.-5. Technicians of the Board of Measures and Scales: E. Strautmann, J. Irbens,
6.-7. Filing Clerks of the Inspectorate: A. Luss, J. Butte, 8.-9. Assistant Hallmarkers of the Assay Office: T. Ciruls, A. Berzins, 10. Senior Courier D. Mezulis.'”®

1) Ieksgjas tirdzniecibas nodala - parzinaja akciju un
paju sabiedribu koncesionésanu'’, uzraudzija dazadu

1) Division of Internal Trade managed the concession
of stock and joint stock companies'’’, monitored the

tirdzniecibas uznémumu darbibu un kartoja impor-
ta tirdzniecibas atlauju, iek$zemes tirdzniecibas iesta-
zu un citas tirdzniecibas lietas, parzinaja Tirdzniecibas

176 Koncesioné$ana - garantéto labumu jegsana

activities of various trading companies, and settled
the matters of granting the permits for import sales,
domestic trade authorities, and other trading affairs,
oversaw the budget, inventory, holdings, and personal

176 Concession means obtaining guaranteed benefits.
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2)

4)

5)

Finansu ministrija.

un rapniecibas departamenta budzetu, inventaru,
saimniecibu un personallietas;

Ripniecibas nodala - parzinaja rapniecibas un amat-
niecibas uzpémumu koncesioné$anu, parraudzija to
tehnisko iekartu un darbibu, parzinaja zinatnisko or-
ganizaciju rapnieciba un amatnieciba, ka arl zemes
bagatibu izmanto$anu, parzinaja un kartoja visas lie-
tas par elektriskas energijas apgadi, parraudzija tvai-
ka katlus, benzina tvertnes un ar spiedienu dzenamos
aparatus, ka ari aprékinaja tvaika katlu nodoklus;
Saimnieciskas politikas un ligumu nodala - parzinaja
saimnieciskos ligumus ar arvalstim, sagatavoja mate-
rialus starptautiskam iestadém un konferencém, pétija
atseviskus tautsaimnieciskus jautajumus;

Aréjas tirdzniecibas nodala - parzinaja eksportétaju
un tirdzniecibas agentu koncesioné$anu, ripéjas par
eksporta razojumu normalizaciju, parraudzija ekspor-
tétaju darbibu un sekoja noslégto tirdzniecibas ligumu
izpildisanai;

Meéru un svaru valde - parraudzija, parbaudija un ap-
zImogoja mErus un svarus;

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

43. attéls

Latvijas Republikas Finan$u ministrija. 1923. gada
novembris. 2. rinda no kreisas: Patentu valdes
prieksnieks Janis Purics. Finansu ministrija. Ilustrétais
Zurnals, Nr.46, 1923, 16. nov., 417. Ipp.

Figure 43.

Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Latvia in
November 1923. The second row from the left: Head
of the Latvian Patent Office Janis Purics. Ministry of
Finance. Illustrated Journal No 46, 16 Nov 1923, p. 417.

files of the department;

Division of Industry managed concessioning of indus-
trial and artisan companies, monitored their technical
equipment and operations, supervised use of scientific
organisations in industry and crafts, as well as the use of
entrails of the earth, managed and arranged all the mat-
ters pertaining to the supply of electric energy, moni-
tored steam boilers, gasoline tanks, and pressure-driv-
en machines, and calculated steam boiler taxes;
Division of Economic Policy and Contracts managed
economic treaties with foreign countries, prepared ma-
terials for international authorities and conferences,
and examined specific issues of the national economy;
Division of Foreign Trade managed concessioning of
exporters and dealers, took care of the normalisation
of export products, oversaw the activities of exporters,
and followed the implementation of concluded trade
agreements;

The Board of Measures and Scales monitored, verified,
and sealed measures and scales;

Assay Office checked and hallmarked precious metals
and articles made thereof and monitored the compa-
nies that manufactured articles made of precious met-
als or traded the latter;



6) Proves valde - parbaudija un apzimogoja dargmetalus
un to izstradajumus, ka ar1 parraudzija uznémumus, kas
izgatavoja dargmetalu razojumus vai ar tiem tirgojas;

7) Patentu valde - registréja uz pieteikumu pamata iz-
gudrojumus, modelus, fabrikas ziméjumus un precu
zimes, izsniedza patentus un apliecibas, ka ari veidoja
patentu, registréto modelu, fabrikas ziméjumu un pre-
¢u nozimju sarakstus;

8) Finan$u ministrijas izdevnieciba, kas darbojas uz fi-
nan$u ministra izdotu sevisku noteikumu pamata. Ta
izdeva ari Finan$u ministrijas Zurnalu “Ekonomists”.!”’
Patentu valdi, Méru un svaru valdi un Proves valdi par-

zindja Rapniecibas nodalas vaditajs, vélak Tirdzniecibas un

ripniecibas departamenta vicedirektors un Ripniecibas no-
dalas prieksnieks.'”® Patentu valde darbojas Finansu ministri-

jas telpas Riga, Noliktavas iela 1.'”

Patentu un pre¢u zimju likums ienéma lielu lomu rapnie-
cibas un tirdzniecibas veicinasana. Nodrosinot valsts garante-
tu aizsardzibu, tika veicinata dazadu nozaru un jaunievedumu
attistiba. Jau 1921. gada janvari Latvijas Universitates pasnie-
dzéjs Arvids Kalnins', uzsverot patentu nozimibu valsts
ekonomikas attistiba un akato nepiecieSamibu sakartot valsts
patentu sistému, rakstija: “[..] patentu sistema un noslepumai-
niba, kura valda musu ripnieciba, ir viens no tiem launumiem,
kurs pedeja laika nenoliedzami kave visas kultaras attistibu un
par kuru noversanu katra zina japadoma. [..] Mums jacen-
Sas sasniegt, lai, tapat ka maksla, neviens nekopé un neizlieto
autora darbu bez vina piekrisanas, ta ari tehnika neviens lai
neizmanto attieciga specialista izgudrojumu bez vina atlaujas.
Tagadejai patentu sistemai ar laiku jaizversas par goda lietu,
kuru pabalsta pate sabiedriba, un tikai iznémuma gadijumos

177 LVVA, 6824.f,, 1. apr., 1. 1, 78. Ipp.

178 LVVA, 6824.f, 1. apr., 1. 1, 78. Ipp.

179 LVVA, 4595.f, 1. apr., 6452. 1, 82. Ip.

180 Arvids Kalnins (1894-1981). Kimikis un sabiedriskais darbinieks. Latvijas Republikas zemkopibas
(1922-1923) un izglitibas (1925) ministrs. Latvijas Universitates un Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas
akadémijas profesors.

7) Latvian Patent Office registered inventions, models,
industrial designs, and trademarks based on applica-
tions, granted patents and certificates, produced the
lists of patents, registered models, industrial designs,
and trademarks;

8) Publishing house of the Ministry of Finance operated
based on special regulations issued by the Minister of
Finance. It also published the periodical of the Minis-
try of Finance “Ekonomists” (Economist).'”

The Latvian Patent Office, the Board of Measures and
Scales, and the Assay Office Board of Proves were managed by
the Head of the Division of Industry, later the Vice-Director
of the Department of Commerce and Industry, and the Head
of the Division of Industry (from now on the institutional
changes are not specified).””® The Latvian Patent Office was
located at the premises of the Ministry of Finance at 1 Nolik-
tavas Street in Riga.'”

The Law on Patents and Trademarks plays a major role in
promoting industry and commerce. Ensuring the protection
of the state facilitates the development of various sectors and
innovations. In January 1921, Arvids Kalnins'®, a lecturer
at the University of Latvia, already wrote when emphasising
the significance of patents for the development of the national
economy and the desperate need to arrange the national patent
system, “[..] The patent system and the mystery that dominates
in our industries are one of the harms that inevitably hinders the
development of the entire culture lately and we must definitely
think about opportunities to eliminate that. [..] We must strive
to ensure that in engineering, similar to the procedure existing
in fine arts where no one copies or uses the work of an author
without his consent, nobody uses an invention of a relevant ex-
pert without his permission. The current patent system should
eventually become a matter of honour that the public supports

177 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 1, file 1, p. 78

178 LSHA, stock 6824, entry 1, file 1, p. 78

179 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6452, p. 82

180 Arvids Kalnins (1894-1981). Chemist and social worker. Minister of Agriculture of the Republic
of Latvia (1922-1923) and Minister of Education (1925). Professor at the University of Latvia and
the Latvian Academy of Agriculture.
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vina var iejaukties tiesu iestades, tapat ka to tagad dara pie au-
tora tiesibu neievérosanas.™®

Péc Latvijas Republikas dibina$anas un likumdog$anas
darba uzsaksanas, teju visas darbibas nozarés (pieméram,
tiesvediba), nodrosinot tiesibu nepartrauktibu, tika parpem-
ti bijusas Krievijas impérijas likumi, tos pakapeniski piela-
gojot demokratiskas valsts prasibam. Pagaidu valdiba jau
1919. gada 5. decembrl ar ipasa likuma palidzibu noteica, ka
Latvija tie ir spéka, kamér nav atcelti ar jauniem likumiem
un nav pretruna ar Latvijas valsts iekartu. Sads solis lava ne
tikai izvairities no tiesibu parravuma un likumu iztrikuma to
tap$anas laika, bet ari nodrosinaja skaidraku un saprotamaku
nozaru darbibu. Attiecigos likumus ar dazadam izmainam, ri-
kojumiem un grozijumiem laika gaita pielagoja jaundibinatas
valsts lieto$anas prasibam.

Patentus un precu zimes Latvijas Republika saprata ka
nematerialas tiesibas. Pamata tam tomeér bija nevis radosi
iemesli, bet gan apgrozibas intereses, t.i., veicinat jaunu pre-
¢u un izgudrojumu ievie$anu, vienlaikus garantéjot godigu
konkurenci. Jaunas valsts rapnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas
tiesiskajai bazei par pamatu pienéma Krievijas 1896. gada
26. februara rapniecibas nolikuma 1913. gada redakciju, ku-
ras II dalas 4. nodala “par privilegijam uz izgudrojumiem un
parlabojumiem”™®* bija galvenais nozari reguléjosais likums
visu starpkaru posmu (ar attiecigiem grozijumiem un laika
gaita veiktam izmainam).

Jautajums par grozijumiem pienemtaja rapniecibas no-
likuma, kas atbilstu jaunas valsts prasibam, bija aktuals jau
kops$ 1919. gada vasaras, bet pirmie grozijumi “Pargrozijumi
noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsar-
dzibas apliecibu un patentu izdoSanas kartibu” tika pienem-
ti tikai 1921. gada 22. decembri, un izsludinati ta pasa gada

181 Kalnins, A. Jauni ierosindjumi masu augstakas tehniskas zinatnes veicinasanai. Izglitibas Ministri-
Jjas Menesraksts. Nr.1, 1921, 1. janv., 7. Ipp.

182 Ramans, L. Precu nozime : diploma darbs. Matrikula 8802. Latvijas Universitate. Riga, 1938, 34.
Ipp.

itself and where the judiciary can interfere only in exceptional
circumstances like the current procedure is regarding non-com-
pliance with the author’s rights™®!

After the establishment of the Republic of Latvia and the
beginning of the law-making process, the laws of the former
Russian Empire were taken over in almost all the sectors of
activity (for example, in litigation) by ensuring the principle
of continuity and gradually adapting them to the require-
ments of a democratic state. On 5 December 1919, the Pro-
visional Government determined using a particular law that
they were valid in Latvia until they would be repealed by new
regulations and would not contradict the political system of
Latvia. This step allowed both avoiding discontinuity of law
and a lack of laws while statutes were under development and
providing more apparent and more regular sectoral activities.
The relevant laws have been adapted to the use requirements
of a newly established country over time using various chang-
es, orders, and amendments.

In the Republic of Latvia, patents and trademarks were
understood as intangible rights. However, the use of the latter
resulted not from original reasons, but the interests of circu-
lation, that is, interest in promoting the introduction of new
products and inventions while guaranteeing free competition
and preventing the emergence of a monopoly of some mer-
chant or entrepreneur. The legal basis for the protection of
industrial property in the new country was taken from the
Russian Industrial Law of 26 February 1896 as amended in
1913, whose Chapter 4, Part II, “on privileges for inventions
and alterations”'® was the primary law regulating the sector
for the entire inter-war period (with relevant amendments
and changes made over time).

The issue of amending the adopted regulation of indus-
try that would comply with the requirements of the new
state had been topical since summer 1919, whereas the first
Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure of Granting

181 Kalnins, A. New Suggestions for Promoting Our Higher Technical Science. Monthly of the Ministry
of Education No 1, 1 Jan 1921, p. 7

182 Ramans, L. Trademarks: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 8802. University of Latvia. Riga,
1938.p. 34



29. decembri.'® Tas skaidrojams ar apstakli, ka pirms patentu
un precu zimju aizsardzibas politikas izstrades valdibai bija
jarisina virkne steidzamu un neatliekamu jautagjumu izskati-
$ana un attiecigas likumdosanas sakarto$ana.

Nozari reguléjosa likumdosana atradas Finans$u minis-
trijas Juriskonsultacijas parzina. Visi likumi talak tika virziti
tikai ar Tieslietu ministrijas atzinumu.'®

Pienemtaja 1913. gada rapniecibas nolikuma un taja izda-
ritajos 1921. gada grozijumos nelielas korekcijas tika ieviestas
vairakkart. Pieméram, 1922. gada 17. maija Satversmes sa-
pulce pienéma nelielus grozijumus kartibai, kada izdodamas
aizsardzibas apliecibas un patenti.'® Lidziga rakstura groziju-
mi likuma tika ieviesti 1925. gada 14. marta, kad pienéma “Li-
kumu par izgudrojumu, modelu un precu nozimju aizsardzibu
izstades”'%

Saturiski grozijumi tika veikti likuma 129. panta, kas no-
teica, ka precu zimei jaieklauj firmas vai uznémuma atraanas
vieta latviesu valoda. Saja likuma panta 1925. gada izdarija
grozijumus péc butibas, tos neattiecinot uz arzemju pietei-
céjiem. Likuma izmainas izraisija lielais arzemju pieteicéju
skaits un nepiecieSamiba aizsargat vinu starptautiski pazista-
mas precu zimes.'"

Latvija spéka bija $adi likumi:

1) Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu

un precu nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un patentu
izdosanas kartibu;'®

183 Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu izdosanas kartibu. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.294, 1921, 29. dec., 1. Ipp.

184 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Diena, Nr.40, 1992, 4. marts, 2. Ipp.

185 Veiss, E. Miisu patentu likums. Latvijas InZenieru un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurnals, Nr.8/9,
1925, 1. dec., 1. Ipp.

186 Likums par izgudrojumu, modelu, fabrikas ziméjumu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibu izstadés.
Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.59, 1925, 14. marts, 1. Ipp.

187 Ramans, L. Precu nozime : diploma darbs. Matrikula 8802. Latvijas Universitate. Riga, 1938, 37.-38.
Ipp.

188 Pargrozijumi noteikumos par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un
patentu izdo$anas kartibu. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.294, 1921., 29. dec., 1. Ipp.

Protection Certificates and Patents for Inventions, Models and
Trademarks were adopted only on 22 November 1921 and
promulgated on 29 December 1921."* This is because, be-
fore the development of a policy on the protection of patents
and trademarks, the government had to deal with some im-
mediate and urgent issues and the alignment of the relevant
legislation.

The sector-regulating legislation was under the manage-
ment of the Legal Counselling of the Ministry of Finance. All
laws were advanced only after the opinion of the Ministry of
Justice was received.!®*

The Industrial Law adopted in 1913 and amendments
to it passed in 1921 were subject to minor adjustments on
some occasions. For example, on 17 May 1922, the Constitu-
tional Assembly of Latvia passed minor amendments to the
procedure for the issue of the certificates of protection and
patents.'® Similar changes to the Law were introduced on
14 March 1925, when the Law on the Protection of Inven-
tions, Models, and Trademarks at Exhibitions was passed.'*

When amendments were made to the content, Article
129 of the Law can be mentioned as an exception, because
it stipulated that a trademark should include the location of
a company or enterprise in the Latvian language. This article
of the Law was amended on its merits in 1925, not applying
the rule to foreign applicants. Such a change in the Law was
caused by a large number of international applicants and the
need to protect the internationally known trademarks they
were using.'¥

The following laws were in force in Latvia:

183 Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure for the Issuance of the Certificates of Protection
of Inventions, Models, and Trademarks and Patents. Valdibas Veéstnesis No 294, 29 Dec 1921, p. 1

184 Rotbergs, G. Reiz bija Patentu valde. Diena, No 40, 4 March 1992, p. 2
18
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Veiss, E. Our Patent Law. Latvijas InZenieru un Tehniku Kongresa Biroja Zurndls No 8/9, 1 Dec
1925, p. 1

Law on the Protection of Inventions, Models, Industrial Drawings, and Trademarks at Exhibitions.
Valdibas Vestnesis No 59, 14 March 1925, p. 1

187 Ramans, L. Trademarks: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 8802. University of Latvia. Riga,
1938. pp. 37-38
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2) Noteikumi par nodokli par izgudrojumu, paraugu un
precu nozimju registréSanu un apliecibas izsniegSanu;'®

3) Likums par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju
aizsardzibas apliecibu un patentu izdosanas kartibas
noteikumu grozisanu;'*

4) Noteikumi par izgudrojumu, modelu, fabrikas ziméju-
mu un prec¢u nozimju aizsardzibu izstadés;'*!

5) Pargrozijumi riipniecibas nolikuma;'*

6) Likums par izgudrojumu, modelu, fabrikas zimé&umu
un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibu izstadés;'*

7) Pargrozijumi rapniecibas nolikuma, ka ari likuma par
izgudrojumu, modelu un precu nozimju aizsardzibas
apliecibu un patentu izdosanas kartibas noteikumu
grozisanu;'**

8) Papildinajumi rapniecibas nolikuma;'*

9) Latvijas pievieno$anas starptautiskas rapniecisko ipa-
$umu aizsardzibas savienibas konvencijai un noligu-
miem;!®°

10) Noteikumi par starptautiski registréto precu nozimju
aizsardzibas iegi$anu Latvija;'’

11) Pargrozijumi un papildinajumi noteikumos par privilé-

gijam uz izgudrojumiem un parlabojumiem.'**
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Noteikumi par nodokli par izgudrojumu, paraugu un pre¢u nozimju registrésanu un apliecibu
izsnieg$anu. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.296, 1921, 31. dec., 1. Ipp.

Likums par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas apliecibu un patentu izdo$anas
kartibas noteikumu grozisanu. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.115, 1922, 24. maijs, 1. Ipp.

Noteikumi par izgudrojumu, modelu, fabrikas ziméjumu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibu izstadés.
Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.160, 1924, 19. jul., 1. Ipp.

Pargrozijumi rapniecibas nolikuma. Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.206, 1924, 11. sept., 1. Ipp.

Likums par izgudrojumu, modelu, fabrikas zimé&umu un pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibu izstadés.
Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.59, 1925, 14. marts, 1. Ipp.

Pargrozijumi rapniecibas nolikuma, ka ari likuma par izgudrojumu, modelu un pre¢u nozimju
aizsardzibas apliecibu un patentu izdoSanas kartibas noteikumu groziSanu. Valdibas Veéstnesis,
Nr.63, 1925, 19. marts, 1. Ipp.

Papildinajumi rapniecibas nolikuma. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.117, 1925, 28. maijs, 1. Ipp.

Latvijas pievienoanas starptautiskas rapniecisko ipaumu aizsardzibas savienibas konvencijai un
noligumiem. Valdibas Véstnesis, Nr.34, 1926, 12. febr., 1. Ipp.

Noteikumi par starptautiski registréto pre¢u nozimju aizsardzibas iegisanu Latvija. Valdibas
Vestnesis, Nr.227, 1926, 9. okt., 1. Ipp.

Pargrozijumi un papildinajumi noteikumos par privilégijam uz izgudrojumiem un parlabojumiem.
Valdibas Vestnesis, Nr.15, 1930, 20. janv., 1. Ipp.

1) Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure of
Granting Protection Certificates and Patents for In-
ventions, Models and Trademarks;'®

2) Regulations on the Tax for the Filing of Inventions,
Models, and Trademarks and Issuance of Certificate;'®

3) The Law Amending the Regulations on the Procedure
of Granting Protection Certificates and Patents for In-
ventions, Models, and Trademarks;'*

4) Regulations on the Law on the Protection of Inven-
tions, Models, Factory Drawings and Trademarks in
Exhibitions;'!

5) Amendments to the Industrial Law;

6) Law on the Protection of Inventions, Models, Factory
Drawings, and Trademarks in Exhibitions;'*

7) Amendments to the Industrial Law and the Law
Amending the Regulations on the Procedure of Grant-
ing Protection Certificates and Patents for Inventions,
Models, and Trademarks;!**

8) Additions to the Industrial Law;'*

9) Latvia’s Accession to the Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property and agreements
thereof;'*

10) Regulations on the Procedure for Obtaining Protection
of Internationally Registered Trademarks in Latvia;'*’
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Amendments to the Regulations on the Procedure of Granting Protection Certificates and Patents
for Inventions, Models and Trademarks. Valdibas Vestnesis No 294, 29 Dec 1921, p. 1

Regulations on the Procedure for the Issuance of the Certificates of Protection of Inventions,
Models, and Trademarks and Patents. Valdibas Véstnesis No 296, 31 Dec 1921, p. 1

The Law Amending the Regulations on the Procedure of Granting Protection Certificates and
Patents for Inventions, Models, and Trademarks. Valdibas Vestnesis No 115, 14 May 1922, p. 1
Regulations on the Law on the Protection of Inventions, Models, Factory Drawings and Trade-
marks in Exhibitions. Valdibas Vestnesis No 160, 19 July 1924, p. 1

Amendments to the Industrial Law. Valdibas Vestnesis No 206, 11 Sep 1924, p. 1

Law on the Protection of Inventions, Models, Factory Drawings, and Trademarks in Exhibitions.
Valdibas Vestnesis No 59, 14 March 1925, p. 1

Amendments to the Industrial Law and the Law Amending the Regulations on the Procedure of
Granting Protection Certificates and Patents for Inventions, Models, and Trademarks. Valdibas
Véstnesis No 63, 19 March 1925, p. 1

Additions to the Industrial Law. Valdibas Vestnesis No 117, 28 May 1925, p. 1

Latvia’s Accession to the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property and agree-
ments thereof. Valdibas Vestnesis No 34, 12 Feb 1926, p. 1

Regulations on the Procedure for Obtaining Protection of Internationally Registered Trademarks
in Latvia. Valdibas Vestnesis No 227,9 Oct 1926, p. 1



Nozimigs darbs norisinajas, lai Latvijas istenota patentu
un precu zimju aizsardziba ieklautos starptautiskaja vidé un
atbilstu starptautiskajiem noteikumiem. Latvija pievieno-
jas 1883. gada 20. marta Parizes Konvencijai par rapniecis-
ka ipasuma aizsardzibu (parskatita 1900. gada 14. decembri
Briselé, 1911. gada 2. janija Vasingtona, 1925. gada 6. novem-
bri Haga'”), Madrides 1891. gada 14. aprila noligumam par
precu zimju starptautisko registrésanu (parskatits 1900. gada
14. decembri Briselé, 1911. gada 2. junija Vasingtona), ka ari
Madrides noligumam “Par nepareizu precu izcel$anas vietas
apziméjumu apkarosanu” (parskatits Vasingtona 1911. gada
2. junija), kas stajas spéka 1925. gada 20. augusta. Velak gan
Ministru kabinets noléma atsaukt Latvijas pievieno$anos
abiem Madrides noligumiem, tie palika spéka vél vienu gadu
péc uzteiksanas, t.i., lidz 1926. gada 21. decembrim.

Nozimigus likuma grozijumus izstradaja 1939. gada un vel
1940. gada sakuma. Finansu ministrija 1939. gada aprili saka
izstradat likumu par visam saimnieciskam un tehniskam au-
tora tiesibam. Likumprojekts lidz galam izstradats netika, un,
Latvijai nonakot okupacijas vara, darbs pie ta tika partraukts.

199 Parskatita ari 1934. gada 2. janija Londona,1958. gada 31. oktobri Lisabona un 1967. gada 14. julija
Stokholma un grozita 1979. gada 28. septembri

11)Revisions and Amendments to the Regulations on
Privileges to Inventions and Improvements.'*®

A significant contribution was made to ensure the protec-
tion of patents and trademarks implemented by Latvia inte-
grated into the international environment and complied with
international regulations. Latvia acceded to the Paris Con-
vention for the Protection of Industrial Property of 20 March
1883 (as revised at Brussels on 14 December 1900, at Wash-
ington, DC, on 2 June 1911, and at The Hague on 6 November
1925)"*, the Madrid Agreement Concerning the Internation-
al Registration of Marks of 14 April 1891 (as revised at Brus-
sels on 14 December 1900 and at Washington, DC, on 2 June
1911), and the Madrid Agreement for the Repression of False
or Deceptive Indications of Source on Goods (as revised at
Washington on 2 June 1911), which entered into force on
20 August 1925. Subsequently, the Cabinet of Ministers decid-
ed to withdraw the accession of Latvia to the Madrid Agree-
ments and to refer the accession of Latvia only to the Paris
Convention of 20 March 1883. The concerned agreement re-
mained in force for one year after notice of its termination,
namely, until 21 December 1926.

Significant amendments to the Law were drafted in
1939 and at the beginning of 1940. In April 1939, the Ministry
of Finance began writing a law on all economic and technical
rights of the author. The draft law was not fully developed and
was suspended when Latvia was occupied.

198 Revisions and Amendments to the Regulations on Privileges to Inventions and Improvements.
Valdibas Vestnesis No 15, 20 Jan 1930, p. 1

199 Revised also at London on 2 June 1934, at Lisbon on 31 Oct 1958, and at Stockholm on 14 July
1967, and amended on 28 Sep 1979.
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Ievérojamu interesi Latvijas Republikas Finansu ministri-
ja izraisija arvalstu pieredze rpnieciska Ipa§uma aizsardziba.
1922. gada Finan$u ministrija komandéja Patentu komitejas
locekli Vilhelmu Cipsti uz Vaciju un Cehosloviakijas Republi-
ku, lai tur iepazitos ar patentu un proves valzu, ka ari fabriku
inspekciju darbibu un tadéjadi sekmeétu to attistibu Latvija.>®

1931. gada sakuma Patentu valdes prieksnieks Janis Pu-
rics, lai tuvak iepazitos ar patentu iestazu darbibu, devas ko-
mandéjumos uz Vaciju (Berlini) un Cehoslovikijas Republi-
ku (Pragu) u.c. valstim.”

Savukart par Patentu valdes darbibu interesi izradija li-
dzigas organizacijas arzemés. Pieméram, 1934. gada augusta
Lielbritanijas Patentu birojs (Patent Office) ierosinaja veikt ap-
mainu ar ta iknedélas oficialo izdevumu “Patents”, kura publi-
céta informacija par patentiem un pre¢u zimém, pret Latvijas
oficialo izdevumu “Valdibas Véstnesis”. Sadu priekslikumu Pa-
tentu valde un Tirdzniecibas un rapniecibas departamenta va-
diba atbalstija.** Jamin, ka jau 1925. gada no Lielbritanijas bija
izskangjis $ads priekslikums, tacu tas “palicis bez atbildes”, ko
Latvijas satnieciba Lielbritanija skaidroja ar iespéjami kladaini
noraditu Latvijas iestades adresi.*”

Jau kop$ Patentu valdes darbibas sakuma lielu dalu paten-
tu un precu zimju pieteikumu registracijai iesniedza arvalstu
pieteicéji. Arvalstis dzivojosajam personam pieteikumi Pa-
tentu valdé bija jaiesniedz ar Latvija dzivojos$a pilnvarnieka
starpniecibu, turklat attiecigai pilnvarai bija jabut legalizétai
Latvijas parstavnieciba.®* Patentu valde skaidroja, ka ne-

204 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6453. 1, 209. Ip. 0. p.

Foreign experience in the protection of industrial prop-
erty caused undoubted interest in The Ministry of Finance of
the Republic of Latvia resulting in the instruction of the Min-
istry of Finance to Member of the Patent Committee Vilhelms
Cipste to visit Germany and Czechoslovak Republic to get ac-
quainted with the activities of the patent and assay offices, as
well as the inspecting of factories so that their development
would be facilitated in Latvia already in 1922.2%

At the beginning of 1931, Head of the Latvian Patent Of-
fice Janis Purics went on a business trip aimed at getting ac-
quainted with the system, types of activities, etc. in several
countries, including Germany (Berlin) and the Czechoslovak
Republic (Prague).

In their turn, similar organisations abroad showed interest
in the activities of the Latvian Patent Office. For example, in
August 1934, the Patent Office of the United Kingdom pro-
posed to exchange their weekly official publication “Patents”,
where they published information on patents and trade-
mark protection issued, for the Latvian official publication
“Valdibas Vestnesis”. The Latvian Patent Office and the man-
agement of the Department of Commerce and Industry sup-
ported the proposal.*® It should be noted that such a proposal
was already expressed from the Great Britain in 1925, but it
“remained unanswered”, the Embassy of Latvia in the Great
Britain explained that it might be due to incorrect address of
the Latvian authority.*”

Since the beginning of the Latvian Patent Office, a large
number of patent and trademark applications were filed by for-
eign applicants. Individuals living abroad had to submit their
applications to the Latvian Patent Office through an attorney
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pieciesamibu Latvija dzivojoSam pilnvarniekam parstavét

arzemju uznémeéju vai tirgotaju radijis apstaklis, ka “Grzemes
dzivojosam tirgotajam vai riipniekam nav iespéjams tiesi kar-
tot vajadzigas formalitates ar Tirdzniecibas un ripniecibas
departamentu, ka ari uz pedejo pieprasijumu sniegt vajadzigo
informaciju. Si kartiba, cik zinams, atzita par lietderigu gan-
driz visas Eiropas valstis, un Latvija lidz $im ta nav izsaukusi
nopietnus parpratumus vai launpratibas”.*”

Attieciba uz pre¢u zimém likums paredzéja, ka ‘citu valstu
pilsoni, redistréjot precu nozimes [un izgudrojumus] Latvija,
bauda tadas pat tiesibas ka Latvijas pilsoni, neatkarigi no ta,
vai vini savas precu zimes [un izgudrojumus] sava valsti regis-
tréjusi vai ne”. >

1940. gada, atskatoties uz Patentu valdes darbibas laiku,
J. Purics secindja, ka “no gada videji 350 pienemtajiem izgu-
drojumu iesniegumiem aptuveni puse ir arzemnieki”. Patentus
Latvija pieteica vismaz 25 dazadu valstu parstavji. Visbiezak
arzemju pieteikumus Patentu valde sanéma no Lielbritanijas,
Vacijas, Zviedrijas un Padomju Savienibas, ka ari no Ziemela-
merikas, Dienvidamerikas un Australijas. Arzemju pieteicéji
novertéja Latviju ka valsti, kura vigu raditajam izgudroju-
mam butu labs noiets (sk. 44. un 45. att.).2” Patentu valdé tika
pieteikti ASV, Vacijas, Lielbritanijas un Francijas firmu milita-
rie “jauninajumi’, galvenokart saistiba ar ierociem, ladiniem,
tdens un gaisa torpédam; daudz arzemju izgudrojumu bija
saistiti ar kimijas nozari.”®®

Biezi arzemnieki vérsas Latvijas oficialajas iestadés arze-
més (satniecibas, konsulatos u.c.), lai noskaidrotu aizsardzi-
bas iegiiSanas kartibu, ka ari gatu palidzibu atbilstosu per-
sonu (patentpilnvarnieku) kontaktu iegas$anai. Piemeéram,
1930. gada 17. decembri ar Patentu valdi sazinajas Latvijas
sttniecibas Praga sitnis Karlis Ducmanis (1881-1943), jo

205 LVVA, 2574. f. 4. apr. 6969. L., b.p.

206 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 299. Ip.

207 350 izgudrojumu gada. Briva Zeme, Nr.18, 1940, 23. janv., 3. Ipp.

208 Ko sasniedz izgudrotaji? Latvijas Kareivis, Nr.13, 1938, 18. janv., 5. Ipp.

that lived in Latvia, in addition, the respective mandates had to
be legalized in the Represantation of Latvia.*** The Latvian Pat-
ent Office explained that the need for an attorney living in Lat-
via to represent a foreign entrepreneur or trader occurred due
to the fact that “it is impossible for a trader or an industrialist
living abroad to settle the necessary formalities with the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Industry directly, as well as to provide the
necessary information upon the request of the latter. This proce-
dure, as far as it is known, has been found to be useful in almost
all European countries, and the procedure has not caused serious
misunderstandings or misconduct so far in Latvia” >

With respect to trademarks, the law provided that “citizens
of other countries, when registering goods [and inventions] in
Latvia, enjoy the same rights as Latvian citizens, regardless of
whether they have registered their trademarks [and inventions]
in their own country or not”.>*

In 1940, when taking a retrospective look back to the en-
tire operation of the Latvian Patent Office, J. Purics concluded,
“about half of 350 applications for inventions received per year
were filed by foreigners” Representatives from at least 25 dif-
ferent countries applied for patents in Latvia. The Latvian Pat-
ent Office most often received international applications from
the Great Britain, Germany, Sweden, and the Soviet Union.
Among others, there were applications from North America,
South America, and Australia. Foreign applicants assessed
Latvia as a country, where their invention would have a good
market (See Fig. 44 and 45)."” For example, the Latvian Patent
Office received applications on many military “innovations”
by companies from the United States of America, Germany,
Great Britain, and France, mainly for weapons, shells, water
torpedoes, and air-borne torpedoes. Many international in-
ventions were also related to the chemical industry.*®

Foreigners addressed the official bodies of Latvia abroad
(embassies, consulates, etc.) frequently to find out the

204 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, p. 209 o.p.

205 LSHA, stock 2574, entry 4, file 6969, b.p.

206 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 299

207 The 350 Inventions per Year. Briva Zeme (Free Land) No 18, 23 Jan 1940, p. 3

208 What Do Inventors Achieve? Latvijas Kareivis (Latvian Warrior) No 13, 18 Jan 1938, p. 5
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kads inzenieris M. Nidrle (Nydrle) véléjas patentét savu iz-
gudrojumu Latvija. InZenieris rakstijis Patentu valdei sev in-
tereséjoso jautdgjumu noskaidro$anai, bet, nesanémis atbildi,
palidzibu ladzis Latvijas sttnieciba.?®

1930. gada februari Latvijas sttnieciba Lietuva informe-
ja, ka “Lietuvas Finansu ministrija, neieverojot reciprocitati,’
vairs nepienem registréSanai Latvijas izgudrojumus un precu
zimes”. Aprakstito situaciju izraisijis apstaklis, ka, mainoties
noteikumiem, Lietuva pienéma pieteikumus vairs tikai no

209 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6455. 1., 436. Ip.

210 Reciprocitate - savstarpéjiba, nemsanas un dosanas attiecibas; savstarpéja apmaina ar precém un
pakalpojumiem, kas ir ilgtermina attiecibu dala.

Paraksts: Aemois £ Ll
S e

Riga 25 janwari 1923 g.

Application for protection of “Safety razor” and
the drawing by US company “Gillette Safety Razor
Company Boston” dated 3 February 1921.

LSHA, stock 4893, entry 1, file 2310, p. 1, 12

procedures for obtaining protection and to ask for the assis-
tance in getting contacts of appropriate individuals (patent
attorneys). For example, on December 17, 1930, the Ambas-
sador of the Latvian Embassy in Prague, Karlis Ducmanis
(1881-1943), contacted the Patent Office, because an engi-
neer, M. Nydrle, wanted to patent his invention in Latvia. An
engeneer had wrote to the Patent Office for clarifications, but
did not receive an answer, thus he asked for help at the Latvian
Embassy.*”

In February 1930, the Latvian Embassy in Lithuania in-
formed that “the Lithuanian Ministry of Finance no longer

209 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6455, p. 436
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Meksika dzivojosa kimika Adolfa Grunspana

(Grunspan) 1923. gada 17. janvara izgudrojuma

patenta pieteikums “Panémiens parafina

atdalisanai no oglidenraZiem” un ziméjums.
Q‘] LVVA, 4893.f, 1. apr, 790. 1., 1., 4. Ip.

Vieta ug datums:

i Wbs

tam valstim, ar kuram tai bija nokartota speciala vieno$anas
par precu zimju un izgudrojumu savstarpéju aizsardzibu.
Vienlaikus Latvijas satnieciba Lietuva noradija, ka “vieniga
iespeja panakt stavokla izlidzinasanu pastav specialas vieno-
Sands slegsana”. Tika uzsakta vieno$anas sagatavosana.”'' Ar
atseviskam valstim, pieméram, Lielbritaniju, Franciju un Va-
ciju, bija noslégtas abpuséji izdevigas vieno$anas par precu
zimju aizsardzibu.*'

Latvija sekoja lidzi starptautiskiem pasakumiem, kas at-
tiecas uz rapnieciska Ipasuma aizsardzibu, ka ari iespéju ro-
bezas tajos piedalijas. Dazadu pasakumu norisei lidzi sekoja

211 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6453.1, 235.-237. Ip.
212 Neuhauss, A. Precu nozimes aizsardziba. Riga : Vards, 1934, 7. Ipp.

Figure 45.

The patent application of the invention

“A method for separating paraffin from
hydrocarbons” and the drawing by Chemist
Adam Grunspan living in Mexico dated

17 January 1923.

LSHA, stock 4893, entry 1, file 790, p. 1, 4

accepted Latvian inventions and trademarks regardless of the
principle of reciprocity’’®” in February 1930. The situation de-
scribed above occurred because with the rules being changed,
Lithuania accepted applications only from those countries,
with which it had concluded a special agreement on the mu-
tual protection of trademarks and inventions. At the same
time, the staft of the Latvian Embassy in Lithuania stated, “the
only chance to resolve the situation is signing that special agree-
ment”. Agreement signing process was launched.?"' There
were co-operation agreements with individual countries, such
as Great Britain, France, and Germany, which were mutually

210 Reciprocity means mutual dependence, taking and giving relationships; the exchange of goods and
services that are part of a long-term relationship.
211 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6453, pp. 235-237



arl Arlietu ministrijas darbinieki un par to informeéja Patentu
valdi. Pieméram, 1924. gada maija Londona norisinajas “Rap-
nieciska Ipasuma aizsardzibas konference”, kura piedalijas ap
150 delegatu no 60 valstim, to skaita ASV, Francijas, Japanas,
Vacijas u.c. Saistiba ar to Latvijas satnis Lielbritanija Karlis
Zarin$ (1879-1963) rakstija: “Pats par sevi saprotams, ja Val-
diba to velas, més méginasim konferences darbam sekot, bet zi-
namas tehniskas gritibas jau rodas, pirmkart, caur to, ka par
apsprieZzamiem tehniskiem jautajumiem més neesam informeti,
un, otrkart, ka paslaik Londona atrodas Kara ministrijas tris
parstavji [..]. Ta ka esam [oti aiznemti. Tomer gritibam pari
tiksim” K. Zarin$ noradija, ka vinam buatu nepieciesams sa-
nemt pilnvaru, uz kuras pamata vin$ batu tiesigs konferencée
piedalities. Konferences priek§sédétajs saruna K. Zarinam ap-
galvoja, ka “Latvija esot pilntiesigs [konferences] loceklis”. Ne-
raugoties uz K. Zarina ierosinajumu, FinanSu ministrija pie-
néma lemumu, ka “piedaliSanas domata vienigi informativos
noliikos, bez seviskas pilnvaras”*"

Ne mazak svarigs Patentu valdes uzdevums bija sabied-
ribas informés$ana par savu darbu un ripnieciska ipasuma
aizsardzibu Latvija. Iznemot izdotos likumus un atseviskus
rakstus laikrakstos, citi izdevumi, pieméram, Latvijas paten-
tu apraksti, Patentu valdes darbibas parskati, Patentu valdes
katalogs, brosuras, starpkaru posma netika publicéti. Tapat
nebija apkopoti tiesu lémumi, kas attiecas uz patentiem un
prec¢u zimém, ka rezultata nebija iespéjams izdot ar tiem sais-
tito informaciju, un nereti Patentu valdes darbinieki $adu lie-
tu gaitu neparzinaja.’*

Rakstus dazadiem preses izdevumiem sagatavoja gan Pa-
tentu valdes prieksnieks Janis Purics, gan citas ar nozari sais-
titas personas, pieméram, patentpilnvarnieki, Patentu komite-
jas un Tehniskas komitejas locekli, dazadi uznéméji, tirgotaji
un izgudrotaji, lai popularizétu savas preces vai izgudrojumus.

213 LVVA, 4560. , 1. apr., 6460. L, b.p.
214 LVVA, 4595. f, 1. apr., 6461. L, b.p.

beneficial agreements for the protection of trademarks in the
other country.?"

Latvia followed up and participated in internation-
al events related to the protection of industrial property as
musch as possible. Moreover, the employees of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs followed informa- tion about different events
as much as possible and informed the Latvian Patent Office
thereof. For example, the Conference on Protection of Indus-
trial Property was held in London in May 1924, where around
150 delegates from 60 countries participated, including the
USA, France, Japan, Germany, etc. Ambassador of Latvia to
the United Kingdom Karlis Zarins (1879-1963) wrote there-
upon, “It goes without saying that if the Government so wish-
es, we will try to follow the work of the Conference, but some
technical difficulties have already arisen, first of all, because we
are not informed of the technical issues being discussed, and,
secondly, because three representatives of the Ministry of War
are currently in London ... We are very busy. However, we will
overcome difficulties” K. Zarins stated that he would need to
obtain a mandate by which he would be entitled to partici-
pate in the Conference. The chairman of the conference in
a conversation with K. Zarins claimed that, “Latvia is a full
member [of the Conference]” Despite the suggestion of Karlis
Zarins, the Ministry of Finance decided, “participation is for
informational purposes only. Therefore there is no need for a
special mandate”*"

Awareness raising activities were as important as other ac-
tivities of the Office, among them - public awareness of the
activities of the Patent Office and the industrial property pro-
tection system in Latvia. Except issued laws and certain arti-
cles in newspapers, other publications, such as Latvian patent
descriptions, Latvian Patent Office’s annual reports, catalogs
and brochures, were not published during the inter-war pe-
riod. Information about the court decisions related to trade-
marks and patents also was not acquired. Due to that reason,
it was not possible to publish related information and often

212 Neuhauss, A. Trademark Protection. Riga: Vards, 1934, p. 7
213 LSHA, stock 4560, entry 1, file 6460, b.p.
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Lielako interesi izraisija dazadie Latvijas un arvalstu iz-
gudrojumi, ka arT ar tiem saistitie jautajumi. Publicéta infor-
macija par izgudrojumiem lielakoties bija informativa, bet ar
pozitivu un uz attistibu vérstu redzéjumu.?'®

Nozares specialistu rakstos izskanéja bazas par Latvijas iz-
gudrojumu zemo kvalitati. Pieméram, 1928. gada laikraksts
“Latvijas Kareivis”, atsaucoties uz Jani Puricu un raksturojot
kopigo Latvijas izgudrojumu stavokli, raksta: “Tagadeja strau-
jaja tehnikas progresa laikmetd, kad dazdadas tehniskas nozares
sasniegusas augstu stavokli un plasu specializaciju, nav viegli
atrisinat seviski svarigus un noderigus atradumus. To var pa-
nakt vienigi neatlaidiga un sistematiska darba, iepazistoties
ar visiem lidzSinéjiem atradumiem un pétijumiem zinama
nozare.'s

Valsts nodros$inatas rapnieciska Ipasuma aizsardzibas
aizvien pieaugo$o aktualitati un nozimibu spilgti apliecina-
aja apstaklis, ka trisdesmitajos gados Latvijas Universitates
Tautsaimniecibas un tiesibu zinatnu fakultaté tika aizstaveti
divi diplomdarbi, kas veltiti $ai témai, ka arl tajos izdaritie
secinajumi.

Viens no tiem bija 1937. gada aizstavétais Karla Cukura
(sk. 46. att.) diplomdarbs “Patentu un paraugu aizsardziba”
(sk. 48. att.). K. Cukurs dzimis 1899. gada Pedeles pagasta.'”
1919. gada 28. februari ieskaitits Latvijas armija, piedalijies vai-
rakas kaujas Ziemellatvija. 1935. gada uzsacis studijas Latvijas
Universitates Tautsaimniecibas un tiesibu zinatnu fakultates
Tautsaimniecibas nodala, turpinot darbu Valsts elektroteh-
niskaja fabrika ka vecakais gramatvedis. Latvijas Universitati
absolveéjis 1937. gada. Otra pasaules kara gados devies béglu
gaitas, un miris 1966. gada ASV.*!*

215 Jauni latvie$u izgudrojumi. Pédeja Bridi, Nr.83, 1927, 14. jun., 7. Ipp.; Talis, V. Kad zinatne gatavo
apvérsumu misu dzivé. Pasta-Telegrafa dzive, Nr.3, 1931, 1. marts, 123. Ipp.

216 Ko sasniedz izgudrotaji? Latvijas Kareivis, Nr.13, 1938, 18. janv., 5. Ipp.

217 Velakais LugaZzu pagasts.

218 LVVA, 7427. 1, 1. apr,, 7027.1, 2., 3., 7., 9. Ip.

the Patent Office staff was not aware of the progress of the
cases.”™

Articles for various publications were prepared both by
the head of the Latvian Patent Office Janis Purics and oth-
er industry-related professionals, such as patent attorneys,
members of the Patent Committee and the Technical Com-
mittee, entrepreneurs, traders, and inventors - in order to pro-
mote their products or inventions.

Latvian and foreign inventions, as well as the related issues
raised great interest. The published information about inven-
tions was mostly informative but with a positive and evolving
vision.?®

The articles of sectoral experts expressed concerns about
the low quality of Latvian inventions. For example, in 1928, by
referring to Janis Purics and describing the general state of the
Latvian inventions, the newspaper “Latvijas Kareivis” (Latvian
Warrior) wrote, “In the current era of rapid technological pro-
gress, when different technical industries have reached the top
and a wide range of specialization, creating fundamental and
useful discoveries is not an easy task. This can only be achieved
by persistent and systematic work when familiarising oneself
with all past findings and research in a certain industry.*'s

The ever-increasing topicality and significance of the
state-provided protection of industrial property rights was ev-
ident by the fact that two graduation papers devoted to this
topic and the conclusions therein were defended at the Faculty
of Economics and Law of the University of Latvia in the 1930s.

One of them was a thesis “Protection of Patents and Models”
defended in 1937 (See Fig. 48) by Karlis Cukurs (See Fig. 46).
He was born in 1890 in Pedele Parish.?'” On 28 February 1919,
Cukurs was called to the Latvian Army and participated in the
several battles in Northern Latvia. In 1935, he began studies
at the Department of Economics at the Faculty of Economics

214 LSHA, stock 4595, entry 1, file 6461, b.p.

215 New Latvian Inventions. Pédeja Bridi (At the Last Moment) No 83, 14 June 1927, p. 7; Talis, V.
When Science Prepares for a Coup in Our Life. Pasta-Telegrafa dzive (Post-Telegraph Life) No 3,
1 March 1931, p. 123

216 What Do Inventors Achieve? Latvijas Kareivis (Latvian Warrior) No 13, 18 Jan 1938, p. 5

217 Lugazi Parish afterwards



46. attels

Karlis Cukurs (1899-1966). Foto
no 1923. gada laguma Latvijas
Universitates rektoram uznemt
vinu Tautsaimniecibas un tiesibu
zinatnu fakultate.

LVVA, 7427. f, 1. apr,, 7027.1, 1. Ip.

Figure 46.

Karlis Cukurs (1899-1966). Photo
from his application to the Rector
of the University of Latvia to admit
him to the Faculty of Economics
and Law in 1923. LSHA, stock 7427,
entry 1, file 7027, p. 1

Sava diplomdarba K. Cukurs sniedzis parskatu par pa-
tentu un paraugu aizsardzibas vésturi un aizsardzibu pasau-
l&, aplikojot, kadiem izgudrojumiem pieskir aizsardzibu,
cik ilga ir pieskirta aizsardziba, ka dazadas valstis izvérté pa-
tentu pieteikumus, kadas nodevas maksajamas par pieskirto
aizsardzibu, dazadu valstu nozari reguléjoso likumdosanu,
salidzinajis dazadu valstu pieredzi u.tml. Autors 1937. gada,
aplikojot situaciju pasaulé un Latvija, secinaja: “Patentu un
paraugu aizsardziba ir saméra jauns institits [..]. Tomer ta jau
ir sasniegusi pietiekosu gatavibu un labi nostaditi likumi var
nakt tikai par svetibu, tiklab izgudrotajiem, ka ari visai tautas
saimniecibai”*

Otrs Latvijas Universitates Tautsaimniecibas un tiesibu zi-
natnu fakultaté aizstavétais darbs bija Livijas Ramans (dz. Ro-
zite, sk. 47. att) 1938. gada diplomdarbs “Precu nozime”
(sk. 49. att.). L. Ramans dzimusi 1906. gada Riga, 1924. gada
uzsakusi studijas Latvijas Universitates Teologijas fakultaté, ko
péc gada partraukusi. 1928. gada atsakusi studijas Tautsaim-
niecibas un tiesibu zinatnu fakultates Tautsaimniecibas noda-
la. Studijas loti sekmigi beigusi 1938. gada.”

219 Cukurs, K. Patentu un paraugu aizsardziba : diploma darbs. Matrikula 7083. Latvijas Universitate.
Riga, 1937, 122.-123. Ipp.

220 LVVA, 7427.f, 1. apr.,, 8726.1,, 1., 8., 16., 23. Ip.

47. attéls

Livija Ramans (1906-7; dz. Rozite).
Foto no 1927. gada liguma
Latvijas Universitates rektoram
uzpemt vinu Tautsaimniecibas un
tiesibu zinatpu fakultate.

LVVA, 7427. f. 1. apr., 8726. 1. 8. Ip.

Figure 47.

Livija Ramans (1906-?, nee Rozite).
Photo from her application to the
Rector of the University of Latvia
to admit her to the Faculty of
Economics and Law in 1927. LSHA,
stock 7427 entry 1, file 8726, p. 8

and Law of the University of Latvia by continuing his work as a
Senior Accountant at the State Electric and Technical Factory.
K. Cukurs graduated from the University of Latvia in 1937.
During the Second World War, he escaped from Latvia. He
died in the USA in 1966. *'®

In his thesis, K. Cukurs provided an overview of the devel-
opment of model and patent protection in Latvia and abroad,
describing the conditions for the protection, how applications
are examined, fees payable in respect of the protection granted,
industry-regulating legislation, as well as compared the expe-
riences of different countries, etc. When considering the situa-
tion in the world and in Latvia in 1937, the author of the thesis
concluded, “The protection of patents and models is a relatively
new establishment |[...]. However, it has already reached sufficient
maturity, and well-established laws can only come as a blessing
for both inventors and for the entire national economny.”**

The thesis “Trademark” (See Fig. 49) by Livija Ramans (nee
Rozite, see Fig. 47) was another thesis presented at the Facul-
ty of Economics and Law of the University of Latvia in 1938.
L. Ramans was born in Riga in 1906. She began the studies at
the Faculty of Theology of the University of Latvia in 1924,

218 LSHA, stock 7427, entry 1, file 7027, p. 2,3, 7,9
219 Cukurs K. Protection of Patents and Models: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 7083. Riga: Uni-
versity of Latvia, 1937, p. 122-123
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48. attels
Karla Cukura 1937. gada aizstavéta diplomdarba vaks un saturs.

Cukurs, K. Patentu un paraugu aizsardziba: diploma darbs. Matrikula 7083.

Riga : Latvijas Universitate, 1937. 127 Ipp.

Zivija Remens.
Natr. 8902,

(o)

LIVIJA RAD

49. attels

Livijas Ramans 1938. gada aizstavéta diplomdarba “Pre¢u nozime” vaks,
saturs un pazinojums. Ramans, L. Pre¢u nozime : diploma darbs. Matikula.
8802. Riga : Latvijas Universitate, 1938. 81 Ipp.
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Figure 48.

The cover, title, and table of contents of the thesis presented by Karlis Cukurs
in 1937. Cukurs K. Protection of Patents and Models: Thesis. Matriculation
Certificate No 7083. Riga: University of Latvia, 1937, p. 127.
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Figure 49.

Cover, table of contents and information letter of thesis “Trademarks”
defended by Livija Ramans in 1938. Ramans, L. Trademarks: Thesis.
Matriculation Certificate No 8802. Riga: University of Latvia, 1938, p. 81



Sava diplomdarba L. Ramans aplakoja pre¢u zimju véstu-
ri, tiesibas Latvija un precu zimju starptautisko aizsardzibu,
ka ari no saimnieciska un juridiska viedokla skaidroja, kas ir
precu zimes, kam tas paredzétas, ka izmantojamas un kads la-
bums no tam gastams. L. Ramans secinaja, ka aplakotaja laika
pieaug pre¢u zimju loma un “blakus precu nozimei, ka privata
uznémeéja brivas konkurences cinas lidzeklim, arvienu vairak
izveidojas precu nozime ka saimnieciskds dzives organizacijas
lidzeklis no valsts puses”. Vina prognozéja valsts lomas pieau-
gumu $aja nozaré.**!

Aiga Bérzina
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas véstures institiita
zinatniska asistente

221 Ramans, L. Precu nozime : diploma darbs. Matrikula 8802. Latvijas Universitate. Riga, 1938. 81 Ipp.

discontinuing them one year later. In 1928, she resumed studies
at the Department of Economics of the Faculty of Economics
and Law. L. Ramans graduated very successfully in 1938.2°

In her thesis, L. Ramans studied the history of trademarks,
trademark rights in Latvia and the international protection of
trademarks, as well as she explained what trademarks were,
what for they were intended, how they could be used and what
benefits would be gained from an economic and legal point
of view. L. Ramans concluded that the role of trademarks was
growing in the studied period and “apart from the trademark
as a tool of free competition for a private entrepreneur, the trade-
mark as a means of organising economic life from the state is de-
veloping more.” She expected the increasing role of the state in
this industry.**!

Aiga Berzina
Scientific Assistant at Institute of Latvian History
at the University of Latvia

220 LSHA, stock 7427, entry 1, file 8726, p. 1, 8, 16, and 23

221 Ramans, L. Trademarks: Thesis. Matriculation Certificate No 8802. University of Latvia. Riga,
1938. p. 81
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